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‘A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
A very warm welcome to the Christmas issue of The Romsey Modeller.

As is often the case, | tend reflect upon the year during December, and whilst in many respects it’s been a poor
year for me, from a hobby perspective, it's been both rewarding and enjoyable. As | write, | have almost
completed my latest project, which will fulfil a promise | made to myself of completing two models in the
space of 12 months. The fact that only one of those was started in 2015, I'll conveniently overlook!!

Even though I've nearly cleared one from the stash, | have added to it considerably this year. Unfortunately,
there have been some mouth-watering releases this year - I've managed to rack up 16 new kits, 9 of which are
the new Bandai Star Wars kits!! | really must start building them....

The club has had another successful year; The membership has increased, we’ve displayed at 10 shows for the
second successive year, we completed the club’s first group build, our finances have recovered well following a
period of spending in 2013/4, we’ve continued to hopefully educate and inform members on modelling
techniques, the magazine thrives and is still the envy of many clubs.

We've held 3 competitions this year, the most successful being the Battle Of Britain contest in September, 15
entries and over 30 members in the hall! Mind you, we had 14 entries for the St Georges competition and 16 in
the Tamiya contest!! It’s fantastic stuff and very encouraging for the future of the club. Of course our 4th
competition is the annual one, of which we complete the process this month at our Christmas night of
announcing class winners and crowning a new, or maybe a defending winner, of the John Cox Memorial
trophy.

There are some things we didn’t achieve this year - the Build a Model in a Day event was postponed until early
2016 and we didn’t manage to pull together the visit to the Imperial War Museum. No harm done and we will
reattempt these in the New Year. The committee met recently to discuss many existing and future plans for
the club over the next 12 months; we’ll talk more about them in January.

So, this month it’s just remains for me to thank the committee members for their continued support; Tony,
Steve, Sean, Richard, Dale and Brian, without whom it would be impossible to pull all of this together each
month, whether it’s organizing a show visit, keeping tabs on the money, running the competitions, the
magazine, or just making the tea on a club night. And, finally I'd also like to offer praise to one of the club’s
unsung heroes....Keith Trotman, who almost thanklessly prints off colour copies of magazine each month for
members to enjoy. Thank you sir!!

Enjoy your Christmas break and have a very prosperous and enjoyable 2016.

Paul

Club President



This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 1% and 3" Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we
often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also
attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

MUSEUM OF ARMY FLYING MODEL SHOW 19™ NOVEMBER 2015

To help make up for the lack of members at Yeovilton, we had a cracking turnout for the club’s last display of 2015
at Middle Wallop. Held just two weeks after the extravaganza at Telford, by contrast it’s a perfect way to unwind
after Scale Model World, as it’s our most local show, it’s very relaxed and almost cosy in its concept (it uses less
than half of the museum).

— —y — . ,
e — — : After a short drive to Steve’s, we drove
Z— ; ‘ another short drive to the museum, but
3 I not after stopping at Tony’s to collect
b~ ) i —_— r — Will and to shoe horn everything into
g? — “4\ T ol o Rt LT =~ ol : Richard and Steve’s cars!! These large
‘ iy - 1. 1 aircraft builds do cause some logistical
. > = il ’ headaches!!
On hand to display their latest work were
& ===2 Tony, Dave, Will, Richard, Steve, Brian,
P Keith and I..and whilst they brought
e ::".»J C— S < .
S ~% along their own models, | brought the

B25 Mitchell...far better than any of my
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stuff!! Actually, come to think of it...I don’t recall seeing a model from Richard...!! Our 12 foot table was situated
exactly as last year, with us being next to IPMS Salisbury. The table surface however, was thicker than previously,
so we couldn’t secure the guards in place with the small clamps. After some rapid decision making, we pressed on
with no clamps, the lights helping to add some rigidity (I use that phrase loosely) to the structure. We just hoped

no one lent on it...
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Three views of the table....lighting and guards tentatively in place, though the lights did dim.ater 4 hours...!!

The show was the usual format, around 10 clubs with around the same amount of traders...plenty of stuff to
spend your money on and models to look at. The quality of traders was good, second hand and new kits were
abound. Dave and | certainly did some buying...a 5 for £20 offer on AK weathering products kept the trader busy
all day. As well as buying, we had kits for sale, with both Dave and Tony shifting old ‘stock’ .....Presumably to stock
up again at a later date!! With visitors peaking around lunchtime, the café got busy, though at least this year my
wait for a meal was down to just 25 minutes. The pasty and chips clearly being created fresh there!!

There were some great models on show, in particular a superb Rapier AA missile diorama on the Salisbury stand
from Mick Ellis, and rather nicely built HK Mosquito and Airfix’s new Beaufighter in 1/72™. 1 also enjoyed the
Jagermiester bomb model on the Langley Moor stand.

The show is open for just 6 hours, so after an afternoon of much chat and banter at the table we hauled
everything back into the cars for the trip home. This continues to be a lovely little event and an enjoyable way to
complete the show circuit for the year.

Some images of the models at this year’s show....




PMS Langley Mooy
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ANNUAL COMPETITION/CHRISTMAS NIGHT 2015

The votes have been cast, counted and verified (some classes twice!!), and the winners will be revealed on
Wednesday night.

Don’t forget if you entered a model in competition last month, please bring it with you in case it wins its category.
We'll announce the class winners as soon as we have all of the entrant’s models back on the tables, hopefully
around 8.30pm. In order to avoid some of the table congestion we suffered during the November night we will
double up the tables in the middle of the room, affording a better chance for all to view the models without the
need to get your elbows out!

The class winners will receive their trophies from a special guest for the evening....name to be revealed!! The
eight class winners will then compete for the John Cox Memorial Trophy. We hope to carry out the voting around
9:15pm, you’ll have just 15 minutes to get yours in before we count them up.

In addition to the prestige of winning the trophy, the winning modeller will receive a prize of £50 to spend on
anything they desire via our wholesaler.

Aside from the competition we’ve plenty else going on.....Brian will once again run a raffle. Please bring along a
contribution to the raffle if you’re able: kits, modelling tools, books, wine, Christmas treats, anything you like. I'd
recommend that you buy your tickets early as the raffle proves popular every year. Talking of treats, we’ll need
some for the Christmas buffet — once again, any naughty but nice treats that you might like to use to help your
club mates expand their waistlines will be welcome!

As always, the Christmas night is a family event, so you may want to bring your significant others along even if it's
just to prove that you do indeed attend a room full of actual plastic models when you sneak off every other
Wednesday.

NOVEMBER MEETING — ANNUAL COMPETITION PHOTOS — BY TONY ADAMS

Below are some photos | took of the competition table at the November meeting. These photos are a few of

my favorites and is in no way an indicator of the result (Paul won’t tell them to me!)
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HOBBY BOSS 1/48 NORTHROP YF-23 - PART 1 (OR: BACK TO BASICS)
BY GRAY SHARPLING

The Northrop/McDonnell )=RBYT /7 KW - FT 52 YF-23
Douglas YF-23 was a “SAF vr'23 ;yp_z:;é)ﬂﬂl
prototype fighter (hence
the YF classification code)
that was a finalist in the
USAF's Advanced Tactical
Fighter competition,
battling the Lockheed YF-
22 for a production
contract as the
replacement for the
extremely successful, but
slowly aging, F-15 series.

Two YF-23 prototypes
were built with the nicknames "Black Widow II" and "Gray Ghost".

After a four-year development and evaluation process, the YF-22 was announced the winner in 1991, entering
production as the Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor, whilst the YF-23 was consigned to the history books.
Arguably, the better aircraft lost!

The YF-23 was faster and stealthier, but slightly less agile than the YF-22, which had vectored-thrust engine
nozzles. Not that the YF-23 couldn’t have been fitted with thrust vectoring once beyond the prototype stage?
But the decision-board included a disproportionate number of ex-F15 pilots, and the YF-22 was the more
conventional-looking of the two competitors, having separate vertical and horizontal stabilisers on the tail. In
comparison, the YF-23 was an unconventional-looking aircraft, with diamond-shaped wings, a profile with
substantial area-ruling to reduce aerodynamic drag at transonic speeds, and an all-moving V-tail.

Hobby Boss surprised many when it release this new kit in 2013, and at the same time disappointed many
when it did so, not with the YF-23 prototype markings, but instead with only a set of “what if” markings for a
fictional (and un-readable!) squadron. Luckily Caracal decals soon cottoned on to this, and produced a set of
after-market decals so the modeller could build either of the two actual prototypes with the correct markings.
This is what | intend to do here as a “back-to-basics” build using simple techniques and a minimum of after-
market extras.

INITIAL CLEAN-UP

The kit itself is actually quite simple. The aircraft is
evidently quite big in real-life, as the two top-and-
bottom fuselage halves look like they could be from a
1/32 scale kit! Two-part upper-and-lower half wings,
and similar for the “ruddervators”, and you’re talking
about the bulk of the kit. The rest are cockpit and
wheel-well parts, which were actually very well
detailed indeed. | was quite impressed. | had an Ares
resin seat in the spares box, and the difference
between the kit part and the resin was far less than
many other kits I've seen. But | still used the resin
seat anyway, and just added some photo-etch seat

belts from the spares box. They were of the exact

Resin vs kit seats



correct type — the same as for an F-15E.

The canopy was huge and very clear and well protected in its separate foam packing. Somehow mine had still
garnered a small scuff mark though, goodness knows how, so it needed a little polishing and then dipping in
Airfix Clear, which solved this minor issue. Sorry, | forgot to take any pictures.

Then on the outside of both the upper and lower fuselage halves were several tiny injection-points that
marred the otherwise lovely smooth surface. Hobby Boss had tried to clean them up a little, but they stood
out like a sore thumb to my eyes. Why these couldn’t have been placed on the inside is beyond me, but these

needed a little more care to clean up.

INTAKES AND WHEEL-WELLS

Hobby Boss supplied full-length intake trunking, but no intake fans. | quickly realised this didn’t matter, as on
the real aircraft the intake trunks are shaped so that the intake fans are not visible from the outside — for
stealth reasons! Intake fans can be surprisingly big sources of radar reflections, so bending the intake trunks
to hide the fan-faces reduces the radar signature of the aircraft. For the sake of verisimilitude, | painted the
flat ends where the fan-faces should have been black, but it really wasn’t necessary. There were a couple of
ejector-pin marks on the inside of the intake trunks that needed a little clean-up. But this wasn’t too hard, and
since they would be so difficult to see anyway once the aircraft was put together, | didn’t need to be super-
zealous about the final finish here.

The intake trunks were painted gloss white, along with all the parts for the wheel-wells. Then the wheel-well
parts got a wash with Flory Models wash to enhance all the moulded detail.






| could not have applied any photo-etch to enhance the cockpit itself, even if | had wanted to, for the simple
reason that there is none yet available. Maybe | didn’t search the interweb hard enough, but this was
intended to be a basic-build anyway, so | wasn’t too worried. | did have to carve away the seat-support
though, as that was designed to fit inside the hollow kit-seat, and the solid resin seat would have otherwise sat
far too high.

COCKPIT

The cockpit was then painted mid-grey, then dry-brushed with a very light grey to bring out the details. A
wash with more Flory Models dark wash gave it some depth, and then | applied the tiny decals that came with
the kit for the multi-function displays in the “glass cockpit”. A coat of Airfix Clear to give the screens a gloss
glass-like finish, and end result wasn’t too bad. Since | was going to build this with the canopy closed anyway, |
thought it was enough. Keep it simple!

COUGAR 6X6 MRAP VEHICLE, MENG 1/35 PART 3
BY KARL SCAMMELL

Parts 1 & 2 covered the hull construction. This article will cover the fitting of the doors, roof turret and
finishing.

ROOF TURRET

The first task was to shape the turret side walls
from a single part. This part has scribed lines
which allow you to form the side walls into the
required shape. Once, the basic shape was
formed | then attached the windows, having
already primed and painted the window
apertures prior to the windows being glued into
position. At this stage, | decided to leave the final
gluing of the turret side wall until | was ready to
fix into its final position on the roof, this proved

a wise decision. :
-

Turret ahead of spraying final top coat.



| then proceeded with the assembly of the machine gun mounting. The instructions for assembling the
machine gun (Browning M2) were not clear, it consisted of 8 separate parts including the ammunition feed
which is located on the left hand side.
Despite reference being made to the
internet, its final assembly was
something of a guess. The machine gun
itself is then mounted behind a shield
with this assembly then sitting in front of
the turret wall. | dry fitted both
assemblies to see how they looked, again
the instructions were not particularly
clear as to how they should sit. There are
a variety of points that the turret side
walls locate in, although when these
were used, the subsequent fit was not
particularly good. With some adjustment
| then glued the turret in place. With the
turret in place, | then fitted the machine
gun assembly. This again required some
adjustment, as according to the instructions the ammunition feed should sit in the gap between the turret and
the left hand shield. However, the gap didn’t prove wide enough to accommodate the ammunition feed. | am
not sure the reason for this, as the turret was placed in the relevant location slots, so the gap should have
been sufficient. The instructions clearly show the ammunition feed located in this gap, it may be that |
assembled the M2 Browning incorrectly, although again | think it is reasonably accurate. Looking at some in-
service vehicles these show the ammunition feed stowed within the turret when not in use. So in my case as
the turret is not being used, then the representation | have shown is correct.

Completed turret assembly.

DOORS

All the doors are relatively detailed with handles and bars fitted on both the internal and external faces. In
addition, the front doors have the driving mirrors attached. The window glass is the same as the main body
being a ‘double glazed’ unit and fitted in exactly the same way. For this model, the front doors have been left
slightly open with the double rear doors being completely open. No significant issues were found with the
door fits.

Doors prior to fitting to hull.

WHEELS



The wheel assembly consists of the hub, spacer and tyre. The tyres are rubber, however out of the box they
are a jet black, glossy finish so therefore require a coat of paint to give them a more realistic appearance. In
this case, | used the Revel acrylic Anthracite, prior to subsequent weathering with a dust pigment. All of the
road wheels rotate on the axles, consequently the model is fully mobile so it is important to chock the wheels
to prevent it running off of the bench and causing subsequent misery!

FINISHING

In terms of assembly, the last jobs ahead of weathering were the fitting of the two IED disrupters and the
various roof mounted antennae.

| chose to spray the various parts as | went along, rather than complete the assembly, mask everything up and
then spray. Of course, there are advantages and disadvantages with this approach. The main advantage being
that the time spent masking is significantly reduced and the problems of spraying into deep recesses and small
gaps created by the fitting of stowage bins etc is also removed as these and the surfaces underneath are
already sprayed prior to gluing.

The disadvantages, are that touching up is often required around glue joints and if you inadvertently leave
finger prints or glue splashes on the already sprayed surfaces.

Weathering of the surfaces was undertaken by using either brown pastel chalk dust or Mig ‘Beach Sand’
pigment applied either dry by brush or in the case of the windows sprayed. The decals were then applied,
followed by further weathering as necessary. The final task was to spray all the surfaces with an acrylic matt
lacquer.

CONCLUSIONS.

This was a superb kit to build with very few problems encountered during the process. The overall quality of
this kit is extremely high and | would recommend it to anyone with an interest in modern AFV’s. My plan for
the completed Cougar is to set the vehicle into a diorama reflecting USMC operations in Iraq.



PHOTO’S OF THE COMPLETED COUGAR MRAP.
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REVELL 1/32 HAWKER HUNTER FGA.9 —PART 2

BY TONY ADAMS

| published the first instalment of this build back in September but have held off completing it while | had a
significant number of articles submitted over that last few months. This month we are a little short — so this is

a good opportunity to complete the story.

At the end of part 1, | had completed the basic assembly and was ready to paint.

PAINTING

The first step was to mask the interior
parts using Tamiya tape, the air intakes
were masked before | assembled to
fuselage something | would regret later.
The model was than given a couple of
coats of Tamiya Fine Grey primer, | used
3000 micromesh to lightly smooth down
the surface when dry. Inevitably there
were a few blemishes that needed
work, particularly around the wing
roots, a good detail of filling, sanding
and re-priming occurred before | was

happy.

Masked and primed



Next the wheel wells and jet pipe were tackled.

The wheel wells were sprayed gloss black Before a coat to Alclad Aluminium was applied

The same was done to the tail pipe But this time Alclad Steel was used

The tail section was installed and the joint cleaned up. Now it was time to get going on the main event.

The kit called for a bare metal finish on the underside but after researching, | found this was only used for a
year before being replaced with light gray — so | took the easy option and went for the grey.

Pre-shade added using X-18 black , sprayed along the panel The underside was sprayed XF-light grey, using light coats and

lines. ensuring to allow the pre shade to show through.
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The dark green was added Base colour lightened with a little white was sprayed in the

middle of the panels to accentuate the pre shade
" -~

The nose was sprayed gloss black, unfortuantly the masking The wing tip flashes were painted white before the model was
leaked slightly which needed reworking given several coats of Klear ready for decals



The masking was
removed during which |
had a major disaster
when one of the
internal intake panel
broke as | pulled on the
masking and fell inside
the model. | could not
get it out despite a lot

Good of shaking. Severely
. . . . Very Bad
days later while handling the model the piece fell out on its own, at

the end of the build | cut it down in order to get it back in , and managed to relocate it — phew.

FINISHING

The canopy was dipped in clear Before being masked with bare metal foil. | masked and
painted the inside of the transparency and painted it the
interior colour — at this scale the thickness of the canopy would
be noticeable

Decaling was a relatively straightforward if stressful operation. The model was then given another coat of Klear to seal the decals
before being given a panel wash using Flory Dark Wash.



The seat and gunsight were installed The undercarriage parts painted and ready to fit

The undercarrge doors were glued in place The front gear was reinforced with a piece of brass rod before
fitting.

Unfortunately | was remiss in taking photos of the final sections of the build which involved fitting the drop
tanks and various small antenna, but then it is not particularly interesting.

| generally matt coat my fighters, but after look at my sources | decided that the high gloss finish | had created
for decals was about right , aircraft of this period were very glossy.

Considering this was started as a test piece for my 1/32 F-104 | am really pleased with the result. The model
itself has been to the club and a number of shows, not to mention the annual competition (VOTE
HUNTER.COM) and | have received plenty of positive feedback.



PHOTO EVENING — JANUARY 2016

We plan to hold another photo gallery
evening at the main January meeting. |
know many of you that have brought
models along in the past have yet to
see the results on the club website, but
we promise we are working toward
resolving that issue as soon as we can.

So, if you have a new model or old one
that you’d like photographed using the
club’s lighting and background facilities,
please bring your pride and joy along
on January 20" Depending on how
many models there are to photograph,
we will attempt to fit all of them in
during the 90 minute shoot.




CLUB DIARY 2015/2016

We have provisionally agreed the following club schedule for 2016 , while there are a few data to be confirmed
(TBC) it looks to be a very busy year indeed.

There are a couple of items yet to be scheduled, we will have a “manufactures” competition in mid year and
we also hope to hold a figure painting course at one of the club meetings.

You may also notice a significant event in July that needs a lot more planning!

2015

December 16™

Xmas Night

2016

January 6"

Early Club Night

January 20th Late Club Night : Photo Shoot
th
February 3" Early Club Night February 13 Yeovilton Spring Show (TBC)
st
February 17" Late Club Night - AGM February 21 Build a Model in a Day (TBC)
March 2™ Early Club Night March 5™ Aldingbourne Modelex
March 16" Late Club Night
Aoril 3rd X
. th . pri Shropshire Scale Model Show
April 6 Early Club Night April 9t .
o . pri Poole Vikings Show
April 20 Late Club Night April 27 .
pri Milton Keynes Model Show (TBC)
May 4" Early Club Night May 14™ Imperial War Museum (TBC)
May 18" Late Club Night
June 1* Early Club Night June 4™ IPMS Salisbury Show
June 15" Late Club Night
July 6" Early Club Night July 16th ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW (TBC)
July 20" American Competition
August 3" Early Club Night August 13" Avon Model Show (TBC)

August 17"

Late Club Night

September 7t Early Club Night September 17" IPMS Farnborough Show
September 21* | Late Club Night

October 5 Early Club Night October 8" Bovington Show (TBC)
October 19™ October 22" Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC)

Late Club Night

November 2™
November 16"

Early Club Night
Annual Competition

November 12"/13"

November 27"

Scale ModelWorld 2016
Middle Wallop Show (TBC)

December 7"
December 21°

Early Club Night
Xmas Night

Next Meeting: Wednesday December 16"

(8pm to 10pm)




CONTACT INFO

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Club President Paul Adams

Club Secretary Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153

Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664 email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
Treasurer Steve Edwards

Competition Secretary Sean Summers

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Tony Adams Karl Scammell
Paul Adams Gray Sharpling
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Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus
expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club
as a whole.

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2015
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