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‘A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy New Year everybody and a warm welcome to the January 2016 issue of The Romsey Modeller.

So that was Christmas 2015 then.

Let me first thank everyone for what was
a cracking evening during December’s
Christmas meeting. We had well over 30
members, friends and family in the hall
which created a great atmosphere for us
to discover the winner of the John Cox
Memorial Trophy. | was delighted to
announce David Pogson’s DH9 ' The
Lobster’ as a deserved winner.
Interestingly, his bi-plane was the first
winged winner for some years. Are the
aircraft builders fighting back, or was it
just simply a great model? There’s more

on the competition later in the magazine.

An exceptionally happy Dave with his winning model...

Personally, I've had productive December
as | finally completed my Mclaren GT3 model, | progressed my first 1/43™ model and dug out an old rally car
project which | hope to finish for Yeovilton. Judging from the early January meeting, plenty of other members
managed to further their current work, or complete projects over the Christmas break as we had some near
completed projects from several modellers who managed to attend the meeting. Talking of meetings....the
Facebook virtual club page continues to grow, we’ve had 31 posts already this year as | write (8th Jan) including
many members using the page to blog their in-progress work, sharing ideas, tips, reference photos, product
news and other marvellous models by other builders. It is certainly proving to be a useful meeting place for the
club away from the hall.

So, looking forward to 2016, we have another busy year ahead. We plan to attend 11 shows, fit in Build a
model In a Day..., plus 3 other competitions, a trip to the Imperial War Museum, start our second group build,
and we hope to hold a small show at the Hall in August! We'll discuss that and other things in more detail at
the AGM in February.

We would like to see some new contributors to the magazine this year (who wants to see my cars models all
the time?), so if you’ve yet to venture into this, but perhaps are a little shy or short of time, speak to Tony or |
as we can offer help and advice on how we can include your work in progress or completed models.

Paul

Club President



This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 1% and 3" Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we
often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also
attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY 2015

Our annual competition concluded at the Christmas meeting, an event which proves very popular with
members and visitors as we had a hall full of people and invited guests for the evening. We provided a double
depth table layout which offered more room for the 50 entries to be seen (we’ll repeat this at next Novembers
meeting too), and with food and drink on offer, everyone was able to enjoy a relaxed time.

This year’s competition was won in fine fashion by David Pogson. His Wingnut Wings 1/32nd DH9 proved to be
the popular option for voters with Dales’ Bismarck just falling 7 marks shy of a first place finish. In third was
last year’s winner, Luke, with another of his dioramas, ‘Art of Survival’. Congratulations to Dave and to those
that won their category and thank you to everyone that entered a model in the competition, it did make for a
tight contest in some of the categories. I'd also like to thank Clive Rustin for helping with the presentation of
the trophies.

I'll leave you with some photos from the evening and the full voting results.
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PHOTOS — CLASS WINNERS




THE RESULTS

rd,

Entry | Class Title Entrant 1s 2" 3%s Total | Placing
No (3 PTS) (2PTS) (1PT)
AIRCRAFT 1/72"° SCALE AND BELOW
1 C1 Focke Wolf 190 Steve Hall
2 C1 Russian Spitfire David Downhill
3 C1 Blenheim Mk1 Tony Adams 1] (1 I 29 3rd
4 Cc1 Then and Now Keith Farmer
5 C1 BA Concorde Steve Hall I I 4
6 C1 Raptor David Downhill I 11 I 12
7 C1 Javelin Brian Sampson il 1 1 42 2nd
3 1 Nieuport NID 622 Simon De | | ! 7
1931 Montefalcon
9 Cc1 Dornier 172 Tony Adams [ 1 I 46 1st
10 Cc1 Martin B-10 Will Booth 1 1 12 comm
11 C1 MIG 15 Sean Summers Il 1 7
AIRCRAFT ABOVE 1/72"° SCALE
12 Cc2 DH9 The Lobster Dave Pogson [ I I 54 1st
13 Cc2 Dou Discuss Nick Burden Il Il 1l 14
14 Cc2 BF 109 G2 Sean Summers 1] 1] 1 24 comm
15 | @ Hurricane Mk1 Steve Edwards I T T 25 |8
16 C2 | Hawker Hunter FGA9 Tony Adams il 1 1l 36 2nd
17 C2 Spitfire Vb Tony Adams | 1 7
MILITARY VEHICLES
18 c3 North Affrican David Downhill I 4
Matilda
19 Cc3 Challenger Dave O’Meara
MRAP 6x6 Cougar
20 Cc3 Andy James I T 1 49 1st
HEV
21 c3 SIG 33 Russell Eden Il 1 1 22 comm
22 c3 Taking a Shortcut Russell Eden i i 1l 41 2nd
23 | @3 Challenger Steve Edwards T T T 28 -
FIGURES
24 c4 AA Gunner David Downhill ””:::::::”” 66 1st
CIVILIAN VEHICLES
25 C5 The Scent Bottle Nick Burden I 11 41 1st
26 C5 Jordan B191 David Downhill I | 1] 8
27 C5 Mercedes SLS GT3 Paul Adams 1l il 1l 31 comm
28 C5 1970 Lotus 72C Paul Adams 1 (i i 36 2nd
29 C5 Police Aware Steve Lidstone 1l | 11 16
30 | €5 Talbot Lago Sean Summers T T T 34 -
SHIPS
31 cé6 Bismarck Dale Koppi IlllllllllllllllllllllllllI 81 1st
I
32 C6 Das Boot Malcolm Grant [ 53 2nd

DIORAMAS




33 c7 June 1940 Malcolm Grant Il 4
34 Cc7 Facing The Threat Karl Scammell | 1l 4
35 c7 Bergpanther Flak Andy James i | 1l 18 comm

Send . .
36 c7 . David Downhill 1 1] 1] 17

Reinforcements
37 Cc7 King Tiger Malcolm Grant 1 8
38 c7 Art of Survival Luke Hayes il 1 I 36 1st
Action at Waterloo

39 c7 Dave O’Meara I I 4

1815

Calm Before the

40 c7 Luke Hayes Il 11 Il 23

Storm
41 c7 Time To Roll Barry Sharman il 1 I 32 2nd
42 Cc7 Souvenir Hunting Russell Eden Il 1 Il 18

SCI-FI, FANTASY AND REAL SPACE
43 c8 Heavy War Jack Ray Broadbent 1
44 c8 Juganaught Ray Broadbent
45 Cc8 The Black Widow Keith Hawkins 1 1] 1l 20
46 c8 Steampunk Nancy Russell Eden 1]} Il Il 15
47 c8 Taking A Break Russell Eden 1 I 1 22 comm
49 | c8 The Chase Russell Eden I T T 2l
50 c8 The Punisher Russell Eden T Hm I 39 2nd
Forbidden Planet C- .

52 Cc8 Gray Sharpling T I 11 42 1st

57D

MISCELLANEOUS
| co | NO ENTRIES

‘2015 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY

David Pogson receives the John Cox Memorial Trophy from guest of honour Clive Rustin



2015 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY RESULTS

Entry | Clas | Title Entrant 1 2" 3% Total | Placin
No s (3 PTS) (2PTS) (1PT) g
9 C1 Dornier 177 Tony Adams I I 11 11 5th
12 Cc2 The Lobster Dave Pogson HHHm 11 1] 40 1st
Did
MRAP 6x6 Cougar
20 Cc3 Andy James Not
HEV
Enter
24 ca AA Gunner David Downhill - - - - -
25 C5 The Scent Bottle Nick Burden 1] 1] T 22 4th
31 cé Bismarck Dale Koppi il il 1 33 2nd
38 Cc7 Art of Survival Luke Hayes 1]} [ 11 25 3rd
Forbidden Planet C- .
52 c8 Gray Sharpling 1] | 7 6th

57D




PHOTO EVENING — JANUARY 2016

We will be holding another photo gallery evening at Wednesday’s meeting. | know many of you that have
brought models along in the past have yet
to see the results on the club website, but
we promise we are working toward
resolving that issue as soon as we can.

So, if you have a new model or old one
that you’d like photographed using the
club’s lighting and background facilities,
please bring your pride and joy along and
depending on how many models there
are to photograph, we will attempt to fit
all of them in during the 90 minute shoot.

REVELL COMPETITION — MAY 2016

- We announced this at the Xmas night evening (a little late, sorry) — this

year’s manufacturer themed competition will be for Revell or Revell-

m Monogram kits. The contest will be open to any kit, or re-boxed kit, from
this fine maker of models, any genre, as long as it bears the manufacturers

MONOG RAM name. We'll of course welcome new models, but you may have an old
model in your collection that could qualify to compete too. The competition
=

will be held during the main meeting in May which falls on the 18", So, you

know what to do.

‘AGM - MAIN MEETING, FEBRUARY 17" 2016

As most of you will know by now, one of our obligations as an IPMS club is to hold an AGM. We’ve done a few
of these since joining, which in the main have been beneficial to all of you who have attended, taken part, or
contributed in any way. We will discuss the plans for the club for 2016 and any other matters arising. We'll
start at 9:00pm with the meeting lasting 1 hour. That should afford us time to natter beforehand and have a
cuppa or two.

AT LAST, A FAIREY GANNET AEW3! (PART 2)
BY RICHARD PARKHURST, IPMS PORTSMOUTH

PAINTING AND FINISHING

As a general rule, | never attach anything that is likely to break off or get damaged during the painting phase,
and on occasions will remove any moulded items such as aerials or pitot tubes and put to one side to be fitted
later.

This model was no exception so | started with another light coat of Humbrol Enamel Primer just to check that
all my filing and sanding had not left any unsightly blemishes. Once dry, | sprayed light coats of Xtracolor X7
BS210 RAF Sky. Once that was finished and left to cure for a while, | started masking the Sky which was quite a
lengthy task using a combination of Betto Tape and Parafilm. The Parafilm has to be applied in many pieces of
various sizes so is not much different to masking tape, but provides the benefit of not stripping any paint when
it is removed as it has no adhesive and stays in place using finger pressure to eliminate any air under the film.
Only the upper area of the fuselage, wings and horizontal tail planes (but not the finlets) are BS640 Extra Dark
Sea Grey (Xtracolor X5), which wraps around the leading edges of the wings and tail planes.



Before spraying the EDSG, | sprayed a light, wet coat of Sky along the edges of the Betto tape, hopefully to
provide a seal thus eliminating any paint creep from the dark grey. The EDSG was sprayed and left to cure.

| started to carefully remove the masking, which again is time consuming and then a minor disaster struck. As |
was lifting a piece of Parafilm, | managed to catch the port tail plane which promptly snapped off —
punishment for being lazy and not drilling and pinning the butt joint to strengthen it the construction phase.
Fortunately once drilled at two points, and fitted with short lengths of plastic rod, it went back perfectly and
only needed a minor paint touch-up to finish the repair. There were one or two small areas of paint creep to
fix and once that was done | did use some 6000 & 8000 grade Micromesh to lightly polish the gloss paint finish
before | started with the decaling.

The kit decals are printed by Techmod and are extremely thin which makes for an excellent finish once
applied, but which | personally found very difficult to use. The thin nature of these decals means that sliding
them off the backing paper and on to the model was something of a nightmare for me. These decals need only
be soaked for 7 -10 seconds — any longer and the decal will float off the backing paper. | found it was not
possible to use a finger to slide the larger decals off the paper because the decal would stick to my finger. |
tried cocktail stick, flat tweezers, pointed tweezers, paint brushes, all with mixed results. The tiny stencils were
the most difficult, but even one of the “Royal Navy” decals rolled back on itself and no end of water, paint
brush persuasion and perseverance would straighten it out so | had to use an alternative decal.

However, | had chosen to model an aircraft from 849 Sqn ‘D’ Flight on board HMS Eagle ¢.1968-70 and so used
ModelArt Decals #72/017 which was produced way back in 1994. | obviously bought it knowing that someone
would produce a Gannet AEW3 one day; little did | realise at the time | would have wait 21 years. | used some
of the decals from this sheet, plus those from the kit sheet and an awful lot of Scalemaster black, red and
white stripes to do all the walkways, de-icing boots, etc.

| did suffer some minor silvering despite the gloss paint and Micromesh polishing, so maybe | should have
sprayed some gloss varnish as well. Once the decals were finished | sealed them with a coat of Humbrol
Satincoat varnish which | always thin with Cellulose thinner which ensures it dries very quickly.

During the painting stage, whilst waiting for the paint to cure, | used the time to finish off the parts to be
added once the decaling was completed. | started with the undercarriage parts which are quite good but a nice
set of metal units would be ideal. The main undercarriage legs only had a very short “axle” which was not long
enough to attach the wheel. To fix this, | used a 0.6mm drill to make a hole right through the u/c leg and then
inserted a short length of plastic rod. To this piece of rod, | attached a short length of plastic tube to make the
new “axle”. The recess in the wheel hub was very shallow so | used a 1.6mm drill to make the recess deeper to
fit the on the new axle. This was repeated for the other main u/c leg.

The nose wheels and oleo also needed some
attention. | used a 1.0mm drill to enlarge the
recess in the wheel hub to enable it to fit the axle.
| then used a 1.4mm drill to make the hole in the
wheel bay deeper so the oleo would fit better.

| fitted the undercarriage parts and once set |
stood the model on its legs — and it promptly sat
on its tail. | thought the 10 gm of weight | had
fitted was adequate but it probably needed at
least 15gms and 20gms would have been ideal.
However, there is quite a lot of space inside the
Instruction & Modified Wheel Parts nose wheel bay so | crushed, chopped and
moulded lead shot (.177air gun pellets) to fit these

spaces and managed to get about 4gms of weight secured with PVA. This was just about enough extra weight
to get the model to sit correctly on a flat surface.



Next | tried to fit the wing fuel tanks. Another problem; the tank touches the main undercarriage door which
pushes the tank over so that the pylon is not at 90° to the wing. The doors are quite thin so | could not
understand the cause of the problem. | considered several possibilities: the tanks could be oversize; the mail
wheels could be too far outboard; the wheel wells could be wrong; the length of the inboard wing section
could be wrong. Measured against the only drawings | have, it would appear that the inboard wing section to
the first wing fold is too short by about a scale 9 inches - about the amount of space required for the tank to sit
correctly with a small gap between the tank and the door.

I have made two new doors from two pieces of 10 & 5-thou plastic card so they are about 50-60% thinner than
the kit doors. | also moved the pylon out about 1mm. The tanks fit but | was not completely happy with it, and
the pylons do not match the curve of the wing very well. It might just be best to fit the pylons after suitably
shaping to fit, and leave the tanks off as they were not always fitted, but the pylons were most of the time.

| fitted all the small parts to the fuselage and wings, leaving the aerial fit as the last to be done. Part #59 is
shown as being fitted on the underside centreline of the fuselage. It should be offset on the starboard side
(just visible in the starboard view photo under trailing edge of wing).

The aerial fit on the Gannet AEW3 comes in two forms; the very early aerial fit (pre 1966) and the later,
lengthened HF antennae. The early fit was a short wire from the top of the fin to a point on the centre line of
the fuselage above the wing with a short lead-in wire to the rear cabin. The later fit was more complex
requiring five anchor points. The illustration for this in the kit instructions — shown in black - is incorrect.

tjﬁ; / \

| drilled a small hole through each finlet and inserted a short iSmm) length of fine wire to act as support for
the aerial wire — shown blue in the above diagram. Another hole drilled in the top front of the fin was fitted
with a 2mm length of wire. The two kits parts #54 and #57 form the start and end of the aerial wire. | used a
length of Fine E-Z Line for the aerial, fixed with CYA glue in one continuous length; shown red in above
diagram.



Fairey Gannet Starboard View

REFERENCES

e  Warpaint Series No23 Fairey Gannet, by Steve Hazell
e Gannet, by Brian Fiddler

e  Fleet Air Arm Fixed Wing Aircraft since 1946, by Ray Sturtivant, Mick Burrow, Lee Howard
e Squadrons of the Fleet Air Arm, by Ray Sturtivant and Theo Balance



A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW.
BY NANCY HALL

It is that time of the month again,

The time is 7pm

Whilst trying to watch Emmerdale with our son, there is a sudden flurry of activity.

Dad has had a bath and change of clothes,
"have you seen my glasses?"

The door to the hall opens and closes several times, followed by heavy steps up and down the stairs.
"I think I'll just take this model tonight"

Now it is the front door that opens, and more steps up the stairs as | hear
"maybe | better take this one too, justin case"

| lost the thread of what the Dingels got up to today whilst | think

But | know better and just say, yes maybe you should.
"Now where did | put my keys, | had them a second ago"

After half an hour, calm is restored, he has gone, promising he'll text to let me know he arrived safely (well
with a car as old as ours, that is always a bonus).

Great, the TV gets changed to ITV+1 and we watch Emmerdale again.
When the son goes to bed around 8pm and there is truly peace.

No snide remarks about Ant and Dec nor any sniggering about me crying along with a sad film or a touching
advert.

The evening is mine; until around10.30 when a text alerts me to his imminent return.

He comes in around 11 pm sounding just like an excited little boy who comes in from a party, where there was
too much sugar; he shows me the new kits or magazines he carries and tells me about a new technique that
was discussed (cue interested face and try to retain one detail to impress him with the fact that | did listen).

And | nod sympathetically whilst he muses that
"I really ought to do an article for the club mag"

Yes it is that time of the month again, and | think | got away with it again. ;).

Nancy Hall ( long suffering ) wife of Steve.



1/56 M8 SCOTT WITH TAMMY THE TANK GIRL
BY RUSSELL EDEN

green. The helmet
and boots got a wash
of Wargamer Dark
Tone. The woodwork
on the Thompson was
painted a light brown

with Vallejo
Woodstain over the top — this is a strangely thick wash that you
can actually add streaks in — perfect for wood. The flesh was
built up using vallejo flesh tones and a dark ink. Details were
then added — buttons and zips in silver, belt in khaki and jacket
collar in bleached bone with a Soft Tone wash.

Once finished | matt coated her and painted the metal work on
the Thompson and grenade using an Iron Paint which polishes
up nicely once dry.

Sadly, the few in progress photos | took of her are useless and |
got carried away and painted her in a day. So here she is in all
her glory — Not bad for a day’s work...

RUBICON
MODELS

w Choice to build either a mid-production M8 HMC or M5A1 (Stuart Vi)

u Possible to upgrade to a late war variant with our 280023 kit 1
= Open hatches, spare road wheel & hedgerow cutter

w Decals include both US & Allies insignia & markings

1/56 (28mm) Scale plastic kit
& 75 mm Howitzer Motor Carriage

which isn’t a bad price and comparable to other kits on the market.

After getting back into figure painting last year | picked up Tammy
the Tank Girl from Bombshell Miniatures.

I mainly got her to go with a 1/56 (28mm) tank that | couldn’t get in
1/48 scale. More on that later. Once she arrived, all the way from
the States, | removed any casting lines, not that there were many
and primed her. Once dry she got all the necessary base coats — US
Olive drab trousers and jacket, Khaki helmet and boots and light
grey/green shirt. | highlighted the shirt with the same colour with
added white and dry brushed the jacket and trousers with a lighter

Next was the vehicle -
choices, choices... | started
looking at resin 1/56 vebhicles
— | fancied a Chaffee originally
as it is one of my favourite
tanks. Then after a search of

' the net | came across Rubicon

Models who manufacture
plastic kits in 1/56 for
wargamers — cool.... Plastic
over resin any day. They don't
have a huge selection of
vehicles | haven’t already built
in 1/48 but they do have
various versions of the M5
Stuart. | ordered the mid M5
Stuart kit which can also be
made into the M8 Scott
howitzer tank. It was £18



Inside the box you get two nicely detailed sprues with all the options

The instructions are very easy to use, sadly lacking in a decent painting guide but you do get a very

comprehensive decal sheet so all you need to do is a bit of research.

2 page instructions — cool, and that includes both options!
M8 Scott / m5a1

M8 Scott WS,
Mid Production

The MSA1 light tank was essenti
ially an M wi

st introcuced on tho M3A3. Prodcion bogen o
hag 2y 0F 8.810 MSATs were produced. By June

st most entirely switche
the US Marines. i bkl
In Northwest Europe, the M5AT w:

x /as primarily used f

although it still had a role as a gun tank in the s
Canada, Poland and France, as well as the Y.
China. In British, Canadian and Polish service, the MSA
VI, and from 1943 onwards the turret was frequently remov

was al y
rslide decal sheet

The M8 7Smm Howitzer Motor Carriage (HMC) wa
was intended to provide indirect fire support for armoured rec
total of 1,778 M8s were produced from Sept 42 to Jan 44, T
US Army and Free French in ltaly and Northwest Eur
Pacific. Eventually replaced by the M4 (105mm) and

WW2 with the French Expeditionary Force in Vietnam &

www. rubiconmodels.com
Product code: 280024

E RUBICON
MODELS

Painting guide — or lack of!

| decided on the M8 Scott howitzer as | think for a little tank it’s quite cute, if you can ever call a tank cute! It
wasn’t a very complicated build but that’s just what | wanted over the Xmas break. The running gear is nearly
complete — all you need to do is add the backs of the suspension and the drive sprocket — done! No messing
about with tracks.. The hull interior is a block of plastic with a checkerplate pattern. Once glued in | sprayed it
white and drybrushed with Vallejo SS camo black brown for a bit of chipping and wear and tear. With that

painted | glued the two halves of the hull together and added the M8 front plate.



Not many parts.. Interior with primered Tammy

Complete hull with Hedge-cutter fitted. The hole was then masked over for painting.

As the turret is open topped | partially assembled it and got on with spraying everything a shade of Humbrol
light olive followed by several coats of Vallejo Olive wash and GW dark green wash to bring out the detail.

Once dry it was drybrushed using a pale great to bring out the detail and give the larger panels some
modulation.

Next month — turret, decals, weathering and base...



1/75 CUTTY SARK
BY DALE KOPPI

Thought | would be nice to Tony and write something up about the last 6 months of work on this beast.

So, the kit is from Billing Boats. This kit also has a detail kit to go with it for even more £££. Its about £300
together. Gasp.

We were rather fortunate that a kind person offered this to us and as always, | eagerly jumped at the chance
to build up this wooden kit. Now believing that my skills are rather epic | have tried to take this kit and bring it
up to the level of a modern plastic kits detail. Oh, this involved far more work than | expected.

So, what is in the kit? Well, we start off with strips of wood, a couple of sheets of plywood with parts inked and
numbered, and then the dowels for the mast parts.

The detail kit contains loads of parts, with the majority being brass and shiny. Initially these all look stunning,
but when you compare these items against photos of those parts on the real ship, um, yeah... they need some
work or just outright replacing. Cough bilge pump cough...

Speaking of images, there are plenty of sources of information on this ship, and it being housed in London as a
museum also makes getting things like plans a lot easier than most other ships. As such, | also purchased a
copy of the plans from the store for a small sum.

Now this kit had been part assembled with the main frame, the deck, the forecastle deck, the rear cabin all
glued and the masts assembled. | was not happy with the detail of parts so the first thing was to start carefully
removing some of the parts. | stripped the parts back down to the frame and deck.

The ship was becoming annoying to work on with it rolling around. So a base was made. | used a really heavy
chunk of wood as the base and some aluminium tubing for the uprights which were glued to the base. These
are then bolted to the frame of the ship to keep it in place. On the plus side, this base became a really handy
place to put the tools that | was using on the ship.

*Mw-’:um-wm-a, -

Next approach was to add some detail to the internals of the ship. For this | looked at the plans and decided on
recreating the tween and lower deck of the ship which can be accessed through three cargo hatches, and a
small hatch on the front of the ship.



First problem.... two of the support frame sections go right
through the middle of the cargo hatches. So these need removing
but | still need to add support to guide the planks around the side
of the ship. So | decided to recreate the internal structure ribs
using sheet metal as it should be strong. | used a piece of paper
to draw the shape of the external edge, and then created a tool
from an ice cream stick to ensure that this rib was 5mm wide
from that edge. Out came the grinder and some filing later and |
had the 4 replacement metal ribs. Some holes were drilled so |
can pin these ribs in place.

These were then painted and fitted to one side of the ship. The main deck then had the 4 hatch openings cut
and cleaned up.

Initially | cut a section of balsa wood for the new decks and test fitted these to ensure they would be snug
when the planks are fitted later.

| purchased 100 strips of beech 0.6mm * 3mm for the deck planks. These were then cut down to 60mm
lengths and had the edges blackened with a felt tip marker. Oh this consumed loads of time but | made a jig
with 3 angled bits of aluminium and clamped them to the edge of the desk.

I then glued down these deck planks onto the balsa wood using a slightly watered down wood glue. It was
looking glorious but when | checked a little while later, disaster had struck. The balsa wood had absorbed the
water and had bowed pretty badly. Ah the joys of soft wood. | tried a few things to fix this but gave up and
decided to redo these decks but with a harder wood, so 3mm plywood was used instead. Yet more cutting and
filing and sanding later, | was ready to lay the deck planks. These were then glued and allowed to dry. Then |
trimmed the excess to ensure a snug fit.

The internal decks were then fitted along with the two remaining ribs. Ah, glorious looking... but you can’t see
this because it is too dark. So, to take this build up a notch, | shall bring lighting to this kit. Conveniently at this
time we had a clear out of parts from work, and one of them was a load of yellow LEDs. | liked the yellow light
because it had an old lantern glow feel to it.

There are three sections that are not visible from the top, so these will house the CB‘s and wiring. The
underside of the decks then had the wiring and the LEDs glued. This then raised a new problem. Until all the
lighting is done, | cannot put the sides of the ship on. Now all the lighting for the tween and lower decks were
fitted, but what other LEDs am | going to want. Ah, if | have lit the decks, then | obviously want to light up the
cabins. Oh great, | now need to make the cabins and detail them. Lucky | have a plan of these cabins and what
goes in them.

So.. let’s start on the cabins. There are three. The fore two go straight onto the deck and the rear one is half
submerged into the rear deck. | started with the easiest of the three cabins, the middle one. This was created
using plasticard. All these cabins have multi layered patterns which took a great deal of time of cutting, gluing
and measuring till they started to come together. | intend to make the doors functional at some point so | have
to think about how to hide the LEDs or if | cannot, how to make them look like they belong there.



The LEDs that are not visible and just tucked out the way and their cables are made to go through the floor of
the deck. There are a few that might be visible from through the cargo hatch, so these then had a channel
carved into the deck that will be hidden when the planks are laid. The LEDs that are visible are to be converted
into lanterns. For this | cut some strips of etch brass and the top bits were 3mm brass tube that was cut, then
dremmeled to fit on the top. Then etch on top to seal the tube. The last bit will be a piece of wire to simulate
the carry handle. The furniture that the lantern would sit on would then be drilled for the wires to go through
and then test fitted for positioning.

In order to fit the LEDs and their associated furniture, | need that section of deck fitted. This was then done all
apart from the kitchen. Now looking at period images, it is a god damn tiled floor. So | cut out tiny squares of
plastic-card and glued these in place. And with the floors finished, LEDs and their furniture was fitted, this case
a kitchen counter, table and woodcraft table. And when testing these wonderful lights, | noticed how much the
light bleeds through the plastic. Oh great, yet more work needed to try to prevent this. Most of this is solved
by using tin foil sandwiched between plasticard.

Onwards to the rear cabin now. Boy this needs a lot of work. First thing was to create the floor. For this | had
to cut the hole in the deck for this. This also required the support frame to be cut a fair bit so some
strengthening had to be fitted. Then a piece of plywood can be fitted for the planks to go on. But before | fit
this deck, it seems like a good time to work on another fiddly area right next to it.... the rudder.

My intention here is to make this functional, so when you turn the wheel, the rudder moves. Now after a few
redesigns, | finally settled on something that would work.

The first design was to create a 45 degree gears. Destroyed because the area im working with is too small.
Second design would be to use a band going from the wheel into the hull where | have the space to fit gears.
This just became more complicated the more | tried to solve each problem that would arise. Then | got onto
using a cotton thread around the wheel pulling a mini tiller. This mostly worked but the cotton would slip and
was too big. And so we ended up at the final solution. Same as before but using fine fishing thread. This gives
more grip and stretches a bit thus allowing some forgiveness. The actual rudder wheel box was made multiple
times till | came to something that was the right size and shape.

The deck had a 3mm hole drilled into 10mm and a tube fitted that goes into the wheel box. The rudder itself
had a 10mm tube fitted at the top for the rudder to swivel in. The deck box was fitted using 4 pins going
through matchstick legs which were pre drilled. This ensured the box will stay in place. A smaller tube was now
fitted down the 3mm tube into the rudder, then bent over 90 degrees in the box and a hole drilled for the
fishing line to tie on to. Then the fishing line was tied on, threaded through the holes in the box, wrapped
around the wheel shaft, through the box and tied off. This was stupidly fiddly with tweezers. In the end, it
works and I’'m happy.



And now | can carry on the with rear cabin. So the deck was fitted, and then planked. The internal walls were
made from plasticard and the furniture that would host a lantern was made. In the officer quarters these were
chest of drawers. These are made from some left over wood decking | had from the Bismarck build and some
pins were used for the handles. The lanterns were then fitted in them and then some holes drilled through the
deck and glued in place. The captain’s cabin has his on a bookshelf and the kitchen has it on a counter. Now
the dining hall is far more annoying as they hang from the ceiling. This then needed the ceiling frames to be
made and the wiring to be hidden in the roof. | have yet to paint this room but it will be a pain as access has
been restricted.

The portholes in the rear cabin were made by using a piece of 6mm brass pipe which was dremmeled to
sharpen the edge. The portholes themselves are made from led holders with a little bit of trimming. These will
need to be painted brass later. The frame was then made from some strips of wood. Im rather pleased with

how this looks.

So now the cabins LEDs are all fitted... but it’s not over yet. | need to fit the navigation lamps. These are
located on the side of the ship near the front. And, in order to fit them | need the steel part of the sides of the



ship, and the two rails to be fitted. Ouch, that’s a lot still before | can put the planks on the side of the ship on.
Oh well.

The main and rear deck was then planked. It does indeed look glorious. The deck has a different pattern where
the masts enter it, so this was created. | still have to do this for the bilge pump once | scratch build that... Oh
rant. The kit doesn't contain this part... but the detail kit does have a brass one. Now | had a look at this and
looked at a photo and shook my head in disgust. It looks nothing like what is fitted to the ship. So while | was
looking at these parts, | also looked at the 2 winches, and they are horrendously overscale. Arg, yet more to be
replaced. Lucky for me | don’t have to do these now as they can be fitted much later on in the build. Only
exception to that is the deck modification for the bilge pump.

With the deck laid, | trimmed the edge down for the gutter that is on either side. Holes were drilled for the
upright supports for the rail that holds the rigging ropes.

Next | used 1mm plasticard and two part epoxy glue to glue these to the front sides of the ship. Waited 24
hours and removed the pegs.

Before | can fit the rail, | need to have the forecastle fitted. Before | fit the forecastle, | need to have everything

that is underneath it done. Yay, time for more scratchbuilding as there are no parts for these. So, | quickly
made two cable compressors for the anchor chain, and the upright supports for the windlass. The pigpen was
then made using plastic square rod and fine copper wire. Im very happy with how they came out.

So, as of today, I'm halfway though finishing off the pig pen (bed hay to be made, piggies to be painted and
latches to create), the windlass is proving difficult as | am on attempt no 4, and the cabins being populated
with more detail. If | can get the mechanism to work for the windlass, then that would be a bonus but | don’t
intend to spend too long on that.



NIMITZ BUILD
BY RICHARD STEWART

Well this time last year | was in the process of building the hanger deck with all the fixtures and fittings. So a
year later | feel the ship has come quite a way and | have now made it a New Year resolution to finish it this
Year!

In November’s article on this subject | mentioned it would be a very busy Christmas on this ship and it was! |
put in more hours than | can remember getting the catwalks finished of which | used a mixture of GMM &
WEM etch.

This included working on it until 2’oclock New Year’s Day! This year will make it approx. 5 years on this

project!!

Port midsection showing the huge amount of modifications Still on port side showing the scratch built Fresnel light
done together with the etch railings mount and the side catapult launch station awaiting its
top glazing structure.
(The original kit parts were completely wrong!)

i

A partial loading of aircraft on the flight deck to see what Just imagine my entire air wing together with all the
the effect would be ancillary equipment and crew. No wonder they call this
one of the most dangerous places on Earth to work!
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CARRY CASE

Well as the Perspex case has not been ordered yet | needed something to transport it in (tricky). | took another
trip to my favourite scrap bin at B&Q and got 4 pieces of wood cut for the princely sum of £2.00. Once home &

45 mins later | had a case and added a couple of wooden strips across the top to add strength and act as
carrying handles.

This shows how big this thing is!

Al finished. Not bad for £2.00!

BRIDGE

This was the next stage of the build with all the catwalks finished and sprayed. | have always wanted to have
the ‘68’ lit up as on the real thing so the first phase was to drill out the numbers on both sides. To accomplish

this | used one set of decals which were to be used as a template and a spare set to use when all drilled and
painted.

| drilled the holes at 0.5mm diameter to accept fibre optic rods and will be fitted after the painting and
decaling which should give the impression of light bulbs.



Here we go! After filling my workbench with plastic swaf this was
the finished article

LIGHTING

Now this was a fairly straight forward exercise of mounting some LEDs on clear acetate and fitting inside the
now glued together bottom section. The insides of this were also covered in Bare Metal Foil to increase the
amount of reflection within the box section. This worked well on test even without the fitment of the fibre
optic rods.

Lights all ready for test with Bare Metal Foil in place All good so far!

ANOTHER OOPPS!

Talking of test, | was using my 12-volt battery, and decided to reverse the polarity!! (I know completely
barmy!) This had the effect of killing all my 3 Volts, so the hanger lights worked but not the bridge or aircraft. |
went away pondering what a silly fool | was. Then on my return an hour or so later, | retested this and the unit
recovered as it must have a thermal switch built in. This test was a wake-up call as this could quite easily
happen at shows, and if failed completely it would not be possible at that stage to remove and repair. So |
decided to make the electrics more accessible from under the base. Also | will be adding a fast blow fuse and a
diode in the main power feed to avoid this happening again. If | do ever need to carry out an electrical repair, |
will need to support the base at either end and work from underneath, just like | would be servicing a car. Well
that’s something I’'m used to!
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All going so well with the bridge hanger and one of This is the 12V to 3 Volt transformer which took a
the Tomcats lit up. Just before the reverse connection little bit of surgery to get to. But now is far easier to
was carried out. get to if it should fail completely.

To be continued.......

SCANIA 94 D,RECYCLED TRUCK.
BY CHRIS PHILLIPS

The actual truck is an ex “Tesco
tractor unit that worked 24/7 into
London, clocking up 713 000 km
before being recycled. It was
stretched, a third trailing axle (not
: driven) added, new bodywork
# ,consisting of a flat bed and

G. FARWEL.

I m=xs  LTD. SGANIE hydraulic ramp, along with a

“ olsd0samy | = = “Fassi” 21a crane. This truck is used
to carry ,plant (dumpers /diggers),
pallets ,timber, boats etc.,, plus
carry out lifting operations., She,
currently has 946,182 km on the

clock.

PR R R o This model started life as an Italieri
or unit Scania 164d in 1/24 scale. The first task for me was to acquire the relevant parts

to convert, build from scratch, the bodywork chassis crane and cab. At this point | was beginning to

kit of a four wheel trac

understand the amount of work required, so motivation was also acquired in the form of a bottle of Sheppys
cider. The plastic strip (plastruct), filler (Milliput) and paint ,was obtained from endless models in Salisbury.
The third axle /wheels came curtesy of a donor kit. Load bed flooring was inadvertently donated by Mc
Donalds in the form of coffee stir sticks.

THE BUILD

First off, came the engine conversion from a V8 to a six cylinder inline, using some of the parts supplied in the
kit. This was followed by the front half of the chassis, which was intern extended using large section plastic
girders .Onto this was added the scratchbuilt bodywork using an old load bed to work from.



All of this was followed by the cab construction. It needs to be pointed out here that | needed to convert

A -left to right hand drive,

B-reduce from sleeper to day cab.(reduced in all dimensions)

Low Loader Hire
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Once the cab was complete,it was onto the crane. Most
people use a kit made by italieri or a resin one made by
K.F.S. neither of which resembled the Fassi. So it was
scratch build all the way, using plastruct for the main
crane, tube for the rams and various gauges of solder
wire for the hydraulic hoses. Finally the ramp was
fabricated using plastruct and some of those coffee
stirrers (thanks mc’ d) the proportions were spot on for
6”x1” timber.

After final assembly of the main sections, paint was
applied. Only the cab was sprayed using a Tamiya British
Racing Green,the remainder was via the imfamous hairy
stick. | VOILA,!!!
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IRAQ URBAN DIORAMA (PART 1)
BY KARL SCAMMELL

Having completed the Meng 1/35 Cougar MRAP vehicle (see September/October and December 2015
magazine), the next task was to set the vehicle into a diorama.

The context for the diorama | wanted to use was based on the vehicle being used by an USMC EOD team, in
the process of assessing an IED threat. The setting for this was to be Irag, November 2004, the Second Battle
for Fallujah.

BACKGROUND

The Second Battle for Fallujah (code named Operation Phantom Fury/Operation Al Fajr) was a joint
US/Iraqi/British offensive in late 2004. It was led by the USMC against the stronghold at that time of the Iraqi
insurgency. This battle was considered to be the most ‘bloodiest’ of the entire Irag conflict and was also
notable in that it was the first major engagement solely against insurgents rather than loyalists to the former
Ba-athist regime.

The total US/Iraqi/British forces numbered 13,500 with approximately 6500 US Marines available for combat
operations. It was estimated that the city was defended by approximately 3000 insurgents.

The lIraqgi insurgents present in the city ahead of the anticipated offensive prepared numerous fortified
defences. These included tunnels, trenches, spider holes and rigging buildings with IED’s.

The offensive against the city began on the night of November 7" with elements of the US Marines, US Army,
British Army and Iragi commandos involved. The main offensive lasted approximately 9 days, although
sporadic fighting lasted until 23rd December 2004. By the end of January, US forces were leaving the city
allowing the civilian population to return to the now heavily damaged city.



FIGURES

In this scenario, | plan to show an EOD operative commencing the ‘long walk’ to investigate a suspected IED

within an urban environment, supported by EOD colleagues and covered by an infantry section. A combination

of figure sets were used to show the above scenario.

These were:-

e Meng; Specialists & Robots US Explosive Ordnance Disposal 1/35.

e Tamiya; US Modern Infantry (Iraq War) 1/35.
e MB; US Modern Army, Middle East Present day. 1/35.

e Dragon; US 82" Airborne 1/35.

A total of eight figures were assembled from the above kits. Generally, all the figures were moulded really well

with nice detailing.

Infantryman assembled prior to painting.

Having completed figure assembly the
next stage was painting. One EOD
operative is shown in a full body
armour, the remaining figures in normal
battle dress. All the figures were initially
primed with Grey primer and then
painted as indicated below.

EOD Operative. Bomb suit painted in a
combination of Revel NATO Light Olive
drab and Anthracite Grey acrylics.
Helmet painted in a combination of
Revel NATO Olive drab and Anthracite
Grey acrylic.

Supporting Infantry. Fatigues, helmets,
webbing and body armour. Base coat of

Revel Beige acrylic, followed by a light green wash (Tamiya). The disruptive pattern was applied by using a

cocktail stick point dipped into the
following colours consecutively and then
randomly applied. Colours were Revel
acrylics, Khaki brown, Greyish green,
dark earth and Sand. Once the DRP had
been finished, a final wash of Light Olive
was applied. Boots were painted using
Tamiya Buff and the weapons, an acrylic
Dark steel (50/50 Steel/Black)

e
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EOD Operator in full bomb suit.



Supporting Infantry after painting.

EQUIPMENT

Various pieces of supporting equipment
are to be shown set out on the ground
towards the rear of the vehicle.
Additionally, a Talon EOD robot with
associated control box/display is also
shown being deployed. The EOD robot
was constructed from the Meng

yEESTORITITINER .

Specialists & Robots kit and is one of two

options available in that kit.

The robot consists of a chassis on which
various cameras, manipulator and
antennae are mounted. The colour
scheme for the robot is an overall dark
grey, with the tracks being an olive drab
and weathered using a dust pigment. Talon EOD robot and control unit.
Also, shown is the Talon controller and

video display situated within a protective case.

As with the Cougar, the quality of this kit was again excellent, with good build quality and excellent detail.

To be continued.



BANDAI 1/12 STAR WARS STORMTROOPER — QUICK BUILD
BY GRAY SHARPLING

If you’ve not seen any of
the original Star Wars
movies, then where
have you been living for
the past 38 years?
These iconic soldiers of
the evil Empire, under
the command of
Emperor Palpatine and
Darth Vader have been
given the Bandai
treatment, and are
available as 1/12 scale 1/12)5cale 2 b=\

“Snap-Fit” kits. Having S T 0 R M T R 0 0 P E R

said that, you can glue THE EMPIRE’S ELITE SOLDIERS

them if you want to
make for a studier end-result, but if you’re careful the figure will still be fully poseable, and can actually be
manipulated into some remarkable postures. They are quite cheap, and even with the official line from Disney
being that Bandai are not allowed to sell outside of Japan, you can still get the kits from several sources if you
search online, and they are still amazing value for the money.

The kit comes on two runners pre-moulded in the correct colours for the figure, plus a runner of poly-caps, and
a separate runner for the little stand. In this case, basically black and white, which makes for a simple build,
and a great way for a beginner to get into the hobby. The white plastic, unlike many other manufacturers, is
very opaque, and apart from a few details, no painting is necessary if you don’t want. Any extra high-light
colours come in the form of either stickers, which are probably best avoided, or good old fashioned decals.

PAINT AND DECAL FIRST, NOT LAST

Given how the kit goes together like a little three-dimensional jigsaw, | chose to paint and decal my
Stormtrooper while the parts were still on the sprue. A few small high-lights and tiny touches of paint were all
that was required. Then | laid down all the decals needed (less than a dozen) and let the whole lot dry firmly
before | began any construction at all. The decals had comparatively large outlines of carrier film, but they
took to Micro-Sol and Micro-Set without any issues, and the carrier film ended up completely invisible. | didn’t
even bother covering with a clear-coat, as it didn’t seem necessary ,whether this is a mistake, only time will
tell. It wasn’t even that necessary to be very accurate with the painting, for the most part, and other parts
effectively made their own masks and covered the joins.

Helmet “headband” painted and decaled, helmet face-vents and ear-pieces decaled, helmet “intakes” and chest

controls painted whilst still on the sprues. This only left the water-bottle thingy on the trooper’s back to be decaled.



HEAD AND CHEST

Now came the fun part. Construction starts with the head, and slightly discouragingly, the very first two parts
result in the worst seam-line on the whole kit. After this, it all goes together with far more precision, but even
this minor issue is on the back of the head, and so not an angle that would be viewed very often. Usually.

The various helmet parts all self-cover any over-painting, so you don’t need to be careful at all, except on the chin
“intakes”.

After the head, the chest section is next. We’re working our way down the body in sections. All the parts
interlock carefully to cover each-others seam lines perfectly. If it doesn’t fit, you’re trying it wrong! It is
impossible to put the wrong part in the wrong place, or in the wrong orientation, as the fixing-tabs and pins
are designed to make this impossible. You don’t need to glue, but if you want to (as | did) just put a little on
the alignment pins only. Do not even try to glue, or sand for that matter, anything from the “outside”, or you
will just ruin that fantastic super-glossy surface finish!

LEGS AND ARMS

With the chest complete, the crotch area is next. Again,
this is all a push-fit to lock together, with me adding just
a little glue to the locating pins, but never to anything
that is even close to the outer-surfaces. At first it looks
like the stomach and groin sub-sections will have a
terrible toy-like join when the ball-and-socket are pushed
together. But fear-not. This join is 95% covered by the
belt, and you have to look very hard to see the problem
after all construction is done.

Check the instructions carefully when building the belt
and holster though. There are different belt-sections to
be used depending on whether you want the holster on
his left or right hips, and if you use the wrong part, the
holster won’t go onto the belt-section correctly, and the
belt section doesn’t fit. As | mentioned earlier —if it
doesn’t fit, you’re doing something wrong!

The legs can be constructed in parallel if you want,
although they are actually not exact mirror images of
each other. The knee-armour is slightly different
between the left and right legs, which is perfectly screen-
accurate.




(above) The left and right legs are subtly different. No glue
on the ankle joints though, or you lose pose-ability
afterwards.

(right) He looks ‘armless enough? << cough>>

HANDS AND WEAPONS

This little guy certainly doesn’t travel light. He comes with . -
three different weapons; a pistol, a sten-gun sized carbine, and
a large rifle. The two smaller weapons can each be fitted into
his holster. He is supplied with three complete sets of hands,
one set to hold weapons, and one set with one-hand clenched
in a fist and the other hand pointing. The set of hands
designed to hold the weapons are in two parts and fit around
the weapon-handles to lock it into place and effectively “hold”
the weapon. If, like me, you glue the hands to the weapons,
then to swap weapons, you just un-plug one set of hands and
plug-in a new set.

Lock his foot into the supplied base-plate, and he stands on his
own very sturdily. Off the base, and he’s a little unsteady.

CONCLUSION

This is a little gem of a kit. Including the up-front painting and
decaling, but excluding drying time (I left it overnight), the
whole thing went together in under four hours! “Build A
Model in a Day” anyone?

The fit and engineering of the parts isn’t just superb, it is
perfect! This was the first Bandai kit | had ever attempted, and
| was extremely impressed. | have never come across anything
like it before. For a “Quick Build” and light-relief, it just
doesn’t get any better. | got two!



No, | don’t think you stand a chance on next year’s “Strictly

&



CLUB DIARY 2015/2016

2016
January 20th Late Club Night : Photo Shoot
February 3™ Early Club Night February 20" Yeovilton Spring Show (TBC)
February 17" Late Club Night - AGM
March 2™ Early Club Night March 5" Aldingbourne Modelex
March 16" Late Club Night March 20" Build a Model in a Day (TBC)
April 3" Shropshire Scale Model Sho
April 6" Early Club Night > I th P ,I . W
o th . April 9 Poole Vikings Show
April 20 Late Club Night o th .
April 27 Milton Keynes Model Show (TBC)
May 4" Early Club Night May 14™ Imperial War Museum (TBC)
May 18" Late Club Night
June 1°* Early Club Night June 4™ IPMS Salisbury Show
June 15" Late Club Night
July 6™ Early Club Night July 16th ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW (TBC)
July 20" American Competition
August 3™ Early Club Night August 13" Avon Model Show (TBC)
August 17" Late Club Night
September 7" Early Club Night September 17" IPMS Farnborough Show
September 21* | Late Club Night
October 5" Early Club Night October 8" Bovington Show (TBC)
October 19" Late Club Night October 22™ Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC)
November 2" Early Club Night November 12"/13™ | Scale ModelWorld 2016
November 16" | Annual Competition November 27" Middle Wallop Show (TBC)
December 7" Early Club Night
December 21* | Xmas Night

Next Meeting: Wednesday January 20th (8pm to 10pm)

CONTACT INFO

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Club President Paul Adams

Club Secretary Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153

Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664 email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

Treasurer Steve Edwards

Competition Secretary Sean Summers

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Tony Adams Russell Eden
Paul Adams Richard Stewart
Dale Koppi Gray Sharpling
Nancy Hall Karl Scammell

Richard Parkhurst
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FINDING US

Ampfield Village Hall
Morleys Lane
Romsey

Hampshire

SO51 9BJ

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club
as a whole.
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