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AUGUST 2016 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the August issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

We did it!! 

 As I write this month piece, it’s hard to believe that nearly a month has passed since we held our 
show. Saturday July 16th 2016 will be a day to remember in the clubs every growing history. To say 
the show was a success is an understatement. I don’t think I ever thought it would have gone as well 
as it did.  

Of course, it did and that was mainly due to the hard work put in by many club members beforehand 
and during the show. There are lots of folk to thank, but two individuals stand out for me, without 
whom, the show may have had a somewhat bumpier ride. 

From organising of the event and the endless background work undertaken, Tony Adams contribution 
must be recognised as outstanding. Tony took on the task of communicating the event to the public, 
organising the clubs and traders, producing the literature and flyers, obtaining a much needed gazebo, 
arranging the rota, sourcing the banners, producing costing’s for our trade table, manning the kitchen 
on the day, and carrying out cleaning up tasks at day’s end.  

In addition, the effort put in by Steve ‘the naked chef’ Edwards in the kitchen was a large contributory 
factor to the show’s success. We had many compliments about the food, but particularly about the 
bacon rolls and burgers. Steve worked tirelessly with great humour and warmth during what was a 
very busy time after set up was complete. The fact that we did financially well from kitchen takings 
tells you all you need to know. 

Thank you both. 

It wouldn’t be fair to thank just two members though. Of course everyone that helped out, in whatever 
way, large or small, made the show what is was.  We even had Les Cooper and Pat Camp helping out 
during the day. We should also send our thanks to the clubs and traders that supported us. 

What we achieved as a group of model makers, with a little determination, imagination and a dose or 
two of luck, it’s a moment to be very proud of. It turned out to be a true group project. 

So, did you enjoy it? I hope so, as we’re doing it all again next year! 

Paul 

Club President 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. 
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where 
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. 
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby 
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see 
the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

CLUB POLO SHIRTS 

We’ve had requests in that last few months for more of the club polo shirts.  It’s been 2 years since 
we purchased the first run of shirts and since then, new members have joined and some original 
members have wanted polo shirts too.  From my initial enquires with the company we used before, 
our minimum order appears to be 5, though this is subject to confirmation. No price point has been 
set either, but I would imagine the shirts costing £15-20 each. There is normally at set up fee for the 
embroidery of the club logo, but this will come from club funds. Lead in time is still 6 weeks from 
order, so we could still purchase new shirts and have them delivered before Telford. If we pull our 
finger out that is!!  If you are interested in purchasing a shirt, please let myself, Steve or Tony know 
asap. 

PHOTO EVENING 

I plan to hold another photo evening 
during the main meeting in September. 
I’ve seen plenty of new models in the 
past months since the last session, so 
bring your new stuff along and I 
promise to make it look glamorous 
under the lights!! You’ve no excuse! I 
know some of you will have noticed 
there has still been no update on the 
club website gallery, but plans are 
underway to revamped the site and 
improve the content flow.  

 

 

CLUB BBQ 

At the late August meeting we will be BBQing the sausages left over from our show (weather allowing) 
, so leave room for a hot dog (Steve promises not to wear his apron).   

  



 
 

4 

THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2016 

ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW, A PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE 

For me, the show started in earnest on Friday morning. I 
collected Steve from his house and we sped off to Makro 
to purchase the food and drink. I had a list of items to buy, 
prepared from a recce I did the previous month, so we 
had the simple task of ticking off the requirements from 
the list and making a few decisions on quantities. It turns 
out we bought too much milk (my bad), too many 
sausages and surprisingly a little too much bacon! We also 
were a little ambitious with the chocolate bars too!   

90 minutes later (and after Steve had completed some 
personal shopping!) we made our way back to the 
clubhouse. The new kitchen afforded plenty of space to 
store everything and enough time for the frozen items to 
thaw out overnight. We had originally thought we could 
begin set up just after lunch, but the hall was in use until 
3pm, so we reconvened at 3:30pm to start. I arrived first 
opening up the hall at side doors to allow some fresh air 
in and permit unrestricted access.   

Soon after, other members arrived and we quickly set the 
tables up in the main hall and moved unwanted items to the rear storeroom. I still can’t believe how 
many ruddy chairs the place has got! Some late decision were made to the floor plan, and the result 
being that Aerobilia would have the back 
meeting room making use of the 
boardroom table. This then allowed more 
space for Castle Road Modellers and Les 
Garagistes. Other tasks like road and hall 
signage were completed (with some last 
minute printing and laminating!).Once the 
banners were hung the hall started to look 
like a real show venue. Sean arrived with 
our trade stock of models to sell. Tony 
sorted a price list and confirmed the stock. 
Our own table began to take shape, but it 
was clear we had too many models on the 
table.  

The Gazebo arrived in the back of Tony’s Dad’s car and we soon set about erecting it in the most 
inefficient way possible! However, once we’d got to grips with it, it went up pretty quickly and made 
for a perfect spot for our trade table on Saturday. By 7pm we were done.  

I gazed from my kitchen window to a very sunny morning on Saturday. The weather couldn’t have 
been better. I packed my models in the car and set off. 

I arrived at 06:45am to open up the hall, only to find I’d been beaten there by Peter from MAN Models. 
He’d driven from Glasgow overnight and had been parked up in the visitor car park since 05:30!! Yikes!  
Once he was sorted out, other members and traders arrived too.  We located some more tables and 
laid those out for the ‘Gazebo’ traders.  Our table on the stage quickly filled up with more models than 
we’d had the night before, so another table was used in the old kitchen for the armour and dioramas. 
Some members models never got anywhere near the table; and I left 4 models in my box! I recall at 
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09:30, we were still sorting the table out and printing labels. I think we’ll need a co-ordinator for our 
display next year. 

By 08:30, most clubs and all the traders had arrived, set up and 
were busy getting refuelled with Steve’s bacon butties. Tony 
and I planned to act as duty managers throughout the day, 
something that sort of worked, though it was difficult to 
remember who was on duty….so I guess we both were! By 09:00 
the raffle had sold out, an hour before the public were due in! 
While we may have missed out on some revenue it was really 
the only significant thing that went wrong, which is not bad for 
our first show. We’ll live and learn on that one.   

I managed a bacon roll and coffee before the show opened, but 
in all honesty there was so much going on in the space it felt like 
it was already open!  I checked with the traders that they were 
happy, and liaised with our opening act on the door, Richard. 
With that we were open for business.  

The morning went by in a flash. I had managed to spend some 
time talking to the clubs along one side of the hall, but failed 
epically on the other side. I did manage to look at the displays, 
but I didn’t take a single photo all day!  

I think in hindsight, I over managed some aspects of the show 
and didn’t allow myself enough time to chat and enjoy the 
displays. I didn’t even buy anything! 

  

Our intrepid Gate Guardian Karl and Karol on patrol 

  
A calm before the storm 

 

It’s not surprising sausage sales were low! 
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By early afternoon we had a 
steady stream of visitors with 
numbers already at 50 by 
midday. The car park didn’t ever 
prove to be as issue as we 
anticipated, with the exception 
of a small complaint from the 
manager at the Nursery and a 
whinge from a local resident. At 
around 1pm Steve was flagging in 
the kitchen, so Keith’s wife 
stepped in to cook off the 
remaining burgers.  

It was great to see so many 
enjoying the outside eating area 

and the sunshine. 

I too found myself in the kitchen from 1:30 onward and did a 2 hour stint. At that time the sun was 
belting down, so cold drinks were flying out and the cakes too proved popular, especially Karol’s Vodka 
cake!!  My time in the kitchen was well spent as I had a chance to converse with some I hadn’t seen 
or spoken too, and that afforded them a chance to compliment us on our show.   

At 3:30, some clubs began packing up, even though we were aiming for a 5:00pm finish! Most were 
leaving by 4:00, including the trader’s, so 
we’ll adjust that for next year too. Last out of 
the door was the first in, Peter from MAN.  

Cleaning up was a lot easier than I expected, 
helped by the fine weather.   Everyone 
helped out….de-constructing the gazebo, 
putting tables and chairs away, cleaning the 
kitchen, hall floor and toilets, emptying the 
bins and removing our signage and banners. 
All done by 6:00. 

On reflection, we did ourselves proud. I 
personally will change some things I did and 
perhaps have time to relax and enjoy the event more so next year now that we have one under our 
belts.  In all it was a worthwhile venture, but tiring.  I spent Sunday doing nothing!! 

Roll on July 2017.  

OUR CHARITY – SIMON SAYS 

Romsey Modellers are delighted to be able to 
make a donation of £150 to Simon Says from the 
proceeds of the show.  

Simon Says, a local charity that supports children 
and young people following bereavement. The 
charity supports over a 100 families a year, 
providing much needed help and understanding. 
For more information see 
http://www.simonsays.org.uk  

. 

 

http://www.simonsays.org.uk/
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PHOTOS 
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ROMSEY MODEL SHOW SATURDAY 16/07/2016 
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

Romsey Model Club’s inaugural model show was what can only be described a “complete success”. 
Various concerns; about the out of town location, limited interest from the public, lack of passing 
trade, car parking and a worry about the size of the venue all proved to be unfounded.  This was also 
the first show that I have attended this year which had a distinct “buzz” about it and there was an 
excellent atmosphere all day. In fact, I would have happily stayed to the close had I not promised Mrs 
Robins that I would be home at 14:00 (In fact I left at 15:30 which says something about how good 
this show was!!) This made a refreshing change as the last two shows I attended; I could have happily 
left both around midday!! 

What was great about Saturday was that there were so many familiar faces and old friends present 
throughout the course of the day. Because it was a small show there was the opportunity to talk to 
people without having the pressure of trying and get around a large venue and see everything on 
display on every table. There were more members of the public, with an interest in modelling, 
attending than anticipated, including a few railway modellers from the local societies so; hopefully, 
Romsey club may gain a few new members from this event. The publicity material clearly worked!! 

Being in the marquee Phil and I were a little bit out of the way, but as it was a glorious summer’s day, 
it was nice to be “technically” outside. The many volunteers handled everything seamlessly and 
professionally and there were no problems at all from a trader’s point of view, in fact, I wish all shows 
were this easy and pleasant to attend!!   

 Star of the day has to be Steve Edwards “Master Chef”!! The kitchen, under his guidance, was in full 
swing from 08:30, when I arrived, with the aroma of bacon wafting through the hall, then lunch with 
burgers and hotdogs followed by cakes in the afternoon!! The food was excellent, very well priced and 
was justifiably popular. There was also an outside seating area, alongside the kitchen which enabled 
patrons to enjoy their lunches in the summer sunshine, an added bonus. I think the kitchen added 
more to club funds than anything else on the day, rightly so. 

Overall, this was a meticulously planned and superbly executed event. The committee deserve a big 
thank you from everyone who attended for all of their hard work organising this over the past few 
months. I certainly want to come to next year’s Romsey Model Club show and would rather attend 
this show in place of some of the larger shows, if there was to be a choice. I would also like to thank 
all of the large number of volunteers from the club who stepped up to the mark on the day and made 
the show so memorable for everyone. 

 

  



 
 

11 

AMERICAN COMPETITION JULY 20TH 2016 

I’d like to say this year’s American Competition 
was a close run thing, with an impossible task 
for the judging membership to decide a 
winner…..unfortunately that couldn’t be 
further from the truth!! Richard’s amazing 
1/350th Nimitz carrier is such an achievement 
in itself I can honestly seem him winning many 
awards for his work.  This time, he blitzed the 
opposition on the table and was a clear winner 
by bagging 17 of the 20 first place votes on 
offer!! A worthy runner up was another of 
Gray’s grey models (!!) – this time with a 1/48th 
YF-23. Placing third this year was Barry 
Sharman with another excellent small scale 
project, a Dragon Wagon. Despite the 
overwhelming odds of losing we still managed 
12 entries! Thank you to everyone who entered (I’m still an entry name short for the P47?) and I’m 
sure our next American competition in two years’ time will be a much closer contest!!  

Entry No 

 

Entrant Model Title 1st’s  

(3 pts) 

2nd’s 

(2 pts) 

3rd’s 

(1 pts 

Total 
points 

Result  

1 
Karl 
Scammell 

Al Jair  III IIII 11 4th 

2 
Dave 
O’Meara 

The Big Stick   I 1 9th 

3 
Gray 
Sharpling 

YF-23 II IIIIIII III 25 2nd 

4 
David 
Downhill 

F22 Raptor   I 1 10th 

5 
Sean 
Summers 

Wild Catfish  II II 6 5th 

6 Peter Lloyd Waco CG4A  I  2 J/8th 

7 ? P-47  I  2 J/8th 

8 
David 
Downhill 

Curtis 
Helldiver 

 I I 3 7th 

9 
Steve 
Lidstone 

Any Colour 
You Like Sir 

    11th 

10 Will Booth Martin B-10   IIII 4 6th 

11 
Richard 
Stewart 

USS Nimitz IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII I  53 1st 

12 
Barry 
Sharman 

Dragon 
Wagon 

I IIIII III 16 3rd 

 

Richard receives the first of many awards for his 
Nimitz.... 
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MYSTERY AT ST. MAWGAN  
BY WILL BOOTH 

Whilst visiting the Cornwall Aviation Heritage 
Centre (maybe an article next time?), some 
interesting and mysterious objects could be seen 
"over the fence".     

  As well as Rosalie the former St. Mawgan gate 
guardian, which is in a dismantled state as she 
wouldn't fit through the gates, there was a 
Spitfire shell, a Bucker (German) shell and what 
seemed like dummy F-22 or F-35 parts.  Maybe 
they were film props, that HAS is not part of 
CAHC and there was no one around to ask. 

I thought the Spitfire might be the garden 
ornament from the bungalow at the East end of the runway but that's still there and in good nick.  
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HOBBY BOSS 1/48 NORTHROP YF-23 – PART 3 (OR: BACK TO BASICS)   

BY GRAY SHARPLING  

After a small hiatus, which is not unusual for me, I got back into this kit with a vengeance, and actually 
finished it.  Don’t all collapse with shock will you!  Finding the time seems to be my biggest problem 
with modelling, as my wife constantly keeps finding other “more important” things to do around the 
house.  Still, at least now I will have something to enter in the July club competition. 

 PRE-SHADING 

As the title of this article suggests, I intended this to be a "back-to-basics" build using the simplest 
techniques and the barest minimum of after-market extras.  The last article left off with me having 
just finished the main construction, and primed the aircraft with Tamiya Fine Surface Primer straight 
from the rattle can.  So the next step was the main painting. 

This started with what is probably one of the simplest learning exercises in how to control the paint 
and airflow in an airbrush.  Pre-shading.  I use Tamiya X-1 gloss black, which I mixed 50/50 with Tamiya 
X-20A acrylic thinner.  My Harder & Steenbeck airbrush has a built-in limiter device that can be set to 
prevent me pulling back on the trigger too far and flooding the surface with paint, and this came in 
handy with the pre-shading. 

All it then takes is a steady hand, which I find I do not have!  Work close-up to the model to keep the 
line pretty fine (my airbrush has a 0.2mm needle as standard), but let it feather out at the edges, so 
brush-painting isn't really a good idea (unless you are far cleverer than me with a hairy-stick), and then 
simply go along every panel-line you can see.  It is a little tedious, but good practice in airbrush control.  
The end result looks very odd, and it helps if you have a much steadier hand than I apparently have.  I 
need to find a better way of doing this, as I seemed to wobble all over the place although it doesn't 
matter too much if you make a mistake, as this will be 90%+ covered-up in the next stage anyway. 

 

Pre-shading panel lines – making me wonder if I suffer from Parkinson’s… 

 THREE-TONE CAMO 

Pre-shading done, it was on to the main colours.  This particular aircraft, PAV-2, was painted in three 
very subtle tones of grey to give it a low-visibility camouflage.  Two prototypes were built, and the 
other, PAV-1, was painted a very-dark-grey-to-black that looked far less interesting.  PAV-2 had the 
wing flaps, ailerons, and wing-tips painted the palest of the three greys, which from my references 
seemed to have a hard-edge to the colour.  So I hand-mixed Tamiya XF-2 White and XF-19 Sky Grey by 
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eye and went over the pre-shading until it had almost, but not-quite disappeared.  Then I left it for a 
day to dry before masking with good old Tamiya tape. 

I re-pre-shaded the areas of over-spray, and then again hand-mixed a slightly darker shade of grey for 
the bulk of the aircraft.  Again, I covered-over the pre-shading until it had almost disappeared.  If my 
pre-shading had been slightly neater, I might have let it show through more, as it can look really good 
if done well.  I obviously need to hone my technique some more, as I'm still a bit "hit and miss" on 
getting the neatness of the pre-shading right and also on getting the coverage correct. 

Again, I let that dry for at least a day before moving on to stage three.  They final darkest of the three 
grey-tones had a soft-edge, rather than a hard-edge, so out came the white-tac (blu-tac that is 
coloured white).  Several tedious hours later I had rolled out a lot of very long thin sausages of white-
tac, that I laid along the demarcation lines between the medium and "dark" of the pale greys.  That 
done, I masked the areas to remain the medium grey, leaving just the areas to be sprayed the darker 
of the three-tone camo. 

  
First colour applied. Masked and second colour applied. 

Again, I re-pre-shaded the areas of over-spray, and then again hand-mixed a slightly darker grey again.  
It was here that my judgement failed me, as the grey I mixed turned out to be slightly too dark 
according to my reference photos.  I should have not added those last few drops of the medium grey, 
but when I tried to compare the paint in my mixing jar against the colour of the main fuselage, I was 
struggling to see any difference, so I "bottled it" (no pun intended) and added few extra drops that in 
hindsight I should very probably have left out. 

  
Masking with white-tac to give a soft edge to the final 

colour of camo. 
Re-pre-shaded ready for final colour. 

This is all practice for future models however, and I have learned my lesson - I need to be more 
scientific and (literally) measured, in mixing paints for panelling in the future. 
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Third shade of grey for the low-visibility camo.  Looks good so far, but… 

Anyway, after that had dried for just a few minutes it was OK to remove the masking and see the result 
of all my handiwork.  Not too bad, but as noted above, the camo was just that bit too obvious when I 
checked my references.  It should have been rather more subtle than it came out in the end.  Lesson 
learned!  I wasn't going to re-paint the whole thing now though.  It wasn't too bad and I could live with 
it - I'm no rivet-counter by any stretch of the imagination - and I discovered that the real aircraft went 
through several repaints of different camo patterns in its short life as a prototype.  So who is to say 
this wasn't 100% accurate at some time or other?  I dare you! 

 

…remove the masking and…  Oops – a little too dark perhaps?  At least the pre-shading is still visible. 
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DECALS AND WASHES 

With the main painting done and dried, I gloss-coated the whole aircraft.  I only got back in to the 
hobby after the original Johnson's Klear had changed formula, and I believe the current formulation is 
nowhere near as good.  So I have to look for alternatives.  My current fave is Hunbrol Clear.  It is self-
levelling, and gives a nice gloss finish, but it does seem to have a small issue with reacting to Micro-
Sol.  However, experience has shown that a quick over-coat with more Humbrol Clear seems to solve 
any clouding issues, so I am happy to continue to use it until I find something better.  I cleaned my 
airbrush first, and then flushed it thoroughly with water before spraying the Clear cote. 

I left the Clear to dry for over a week, as it does seem to stay tacky for quite a while, before I started 
decaling.  I always enjoy this stage of a build, as it is when the model really seems to come to life in 
my eyes.  Apart from over 50 tiny "No Step" markings, and some colourful prototype tail markings, 
there were actually remarkably few decals to apply.  Hobby Boss had supplied a set of markings for a 
fictional "what if" squadron, rather than the actual prototype markings used by the real aircraft, which 
was disappointing.  But after-market decal specialists Caracal Decals had spotted this gap in the 
market, and designed a set of correct markings for both prototypes - printed by Cartograf no-less - 
and these went down a treat.  No silvering, and they work very well with Micro-Sol and Micro-Set. 

I cut the decals from the sheet individually, and soaked each in luke-warm water for just 30-seconds 
or so before removing from the water soaking up the excess on a paper towel and then put to one 
side for a few more seconds whilst the damp backing paper loosened the glue and the decal could be 
slide from the backing paper onto the model.  With a cotton-bud, I applied a little Micro-Set to the 
surface before the decal was slide into place and positioned carefully.  I tend to use a toothpick for 
this.  Then, once in place, I used a dry cotton-bud to press the decal down in its assigned position and 
soak up the excess water.  Then yet another cotton-bud was used to lay a little Micro-Sol on top of the 
decal to soften it and get it to really hug the surface.  If you've not used Micro-Sol before, you will 
notice the bigger decals "crinkle" after a few minutes, but don't panic and leave them alone, this is 
quite normal, and after about 30 minutes or so, the decal will be back to normal, and look like it has 
been painted on. 

Then once fully dry, to protect the decals, I sprayed another quick coat of gloss clear to seal them in 
ready for weathering, and again left that for several days to dry thoroughly. 

The latest trend for almost all paint 
manufacturers is to release their own 
brand of weathering washes and other 
products.  Most are enamel-based, 
which are far less forgiving than water-
and-clay based washes, so I use the 
washes from Flory Models.  I'm still using 
the bottles I got years ago when Flory 
were still named "Pro-Modellers", but 
they do the trick.  You can spray them, 
or brush them, it doesn't matter.  I 
brushed the whole model with Flory 
Dark Dirt wash, and let it dry.  It only 
takes about 30 minutes.  Then, using a 
damp (not wet!) paper towel, carefully 

wipe away 99.9% of the dry wash to reveal the model beneath. 

If you wipe across the panel lines, not along them, then the wash should stay in the panel lines, high-
lighting them nicely, and leaving the main panels sparkling clean.  Use cotton buds get into the tight 
corners.  You have to be careful to apply the wash over a gloss base though.  If you apply the wash 
over a matt base, then it gets into the "grain" of the paint, and you'll never get it completely off.  This 

 

What have I done…?! 
It looks scary, but actually cleans up nicely in the end. 
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may be fine for the naturally dirtier subjects, tanks for example, but for a brand new aircraft it would 
not have been appropriate.  A little subtle weathering was what I was aiming for here. 

 FINAL DETAILS 

The undercarriage was the final bit of construction.  I had painted it with Tamiya X-2 gloss white whilst 
I was waiting for the fuselage to dry from one of its many paint layers, and the tyres I brush-painted 
by hand in Tamiya XF-85 Rubber Black.  I couldn't have done that a year ago, I'm getting old and only 
the fact that I got new glasses in the spring meant I could focus on the small parts.  Then I lightly dry-
brushed the tyres with a very dark grey.  Once dry, I gave the struts and wheel hubs a wash with Flory 
Black to highlight the depths and shapes, and also simulate oil and grease etc, wiping most off with a 
damp cotton bud. 

The undercarriage was actually quite complicated, especially the main gear, and the instructions 
weren't very clear.  Only by cross-referencing the instructions, the parts, and some detailed reference 
photos was I able to figure out exactly how it all went together.  But I got there.  The wheels were 
supplied "in-the-round" with no hint of bulging and flat-spotting to simulate the weight of the aircraft, 
so I had to sand a flat-area on the wheels to vaguely simulate weight-on-wheels. 

 

My only concern is that the model is quite heavy, and the main gear is angled backwards instead of 
going vertically straight down, so I am not 100% convinced the plastic of the legs can take the weight!  
Only time will tell I guess. 

Then came the final touch, after again flushing the airbrush thoroughly with water (before and after), 
I sprayed the whole thing in Vallejo Acrylic Matt Varnish, thinned 50/50 with water.  And it was done!  
My 10th finished kit since I re-discovered the hobby in 2011. 

 CONCLUSION 

If done right, this is an impressive kit, plus it is an interesting and rarely-seen subject.  It is a big aircraft 
for 1/48 scale, but is simple to put together, with generally good fit and modern detailing - fine 
recessed panel lines and sharp moulding.  It could benefit greatly if Eduard or somebody was to release 
some photo-etch for it; on the underside for example are several vents and other details that Hobby 
Boss has only just given a vague impression of.  If I had managed to get the camo as subtle as I was 
originally hoping, I would be happier, but that is my own fault and not the kit's.  It has been an 
enjoyable project that I intentionally kept basic and didn't go overboard on.  The whole point of this 
build was deliberately to see what could be done (almost) out-of-the-box using the simplest of 
techniques that hopefully anybody can master.  
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PHOTOS OF THE COMPLETED MODEL 
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THE RUSSIAN TERMINATOR   PART 1. 
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

For all modern armour enthusiasts, Meng seem 
to be at present the stand-out manufacturer of 
quality kits. After building their Cougar 6x6 
MRAP vehicle, my next armour build had to be 
another Meng kit but which one? I finally, 
decided on the 1/35 Fire Support Combat 
Vehicle BMPT, to give it its proper name 
otherwise known as the ‘Terminator’. 

 

 

BACKGROUND. 

The origins of the development of this vehicle can be traced back to the Russian involvement in 
Afghanistan in the 1980’s and in the more recent Chechen conflict. During these operations it became 
apparent that the existing infantry support vehicles (BMP-1 and 2) and the main battle tanks deployed 
were not ideally suited to conducting campaigns in mountainous and urban environments. Two 
significant problems were identified with these existing vehicles, which were insufficient armour 
protection and the inability to engage targets at high elevations. 

Therefore the Russian company, Uralvagonzavod designed and manufactured a vehicle to support 
tanks and other AFV’s in such environments. The weapons fit includes four missile launchers, two 
30mm cannons, two grenade launchers and one co-axial 7.62mm machine gun. The BMPT was initially 
built using the T-72 main battle tank chassis although later examples were to use the T-90 chassis.  
Upgraded armour suitable to counter the threats encountered in urban environments was also added. 
Although interest in the BMPT was shown by the Russian military, no significant orders for this type 
have been placed, therefore at present the BMPT still remains as a prototype concept. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

As with all Meng products the kit comes supplied with a detailed instruction manual to guide you 
through the assembly process. 

LOWER HULL 

The assembly of the lower hull is relatively straightforward with no significant problems encountered. 
The fitting of the torsion bars is relatively easy, as the kit comes supplied with a jig which locates them 
into position for subsequent gluing. 

 

Lower hull seen prior to Torsion bar fitting.   
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Torsion bars fitted with aid of the supplied jig 

TRACKS. 

The tracks have to assembled from individual pads, cleats and links using the supplied jigs. This is the 
first time I have assembled tracks in this way and it was time consuming to say the least with each 
track made of in excess of 300 pieces.  Despite, Meng supplying jigs to aid the process, at times 
assembling the tracks proved tricky and in my opinion requires some improvement. Once assembled 
the tracks are fully articulated, providing a realistic appearance. However does the time spent 
assembling these tracks really contribute greatly to the overall appearance of the vehicle, I’m not 
altogether sure. 

 

Track assembly jigs 

UPPER HULL. 

The upper hull assembly was a relatively painless experience, although surprisingly I had to use some 
filler on some gaps around the rear mud flaps.  
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Upper Hull assembly complete. 

 

Photo etch grills are supplied with kit. The next items to assemble were the two hull turrets, these are 
highly detailed with photo etch hinges. Care is needed here, as they are quite complex and there are 
numerous areas where mistakes could be made. 

 

Completed hull turret 

 

 

To be continued.  
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SAME SHACKLETON DIFFERENT SKIN  PART 1. 
BY TONY ADAMS 

Of all the stupid modelling ideas I have had, this has got to be up there. I purchased the new Airfix 
Shackleton simply because I have brought all their recent new mouldings and thought this looked 
pretty good. Later having seen Revell’s new offering at Telford I had the mad thought that it would be 
fun to build them together to compare and contrast – what a bloody stupid idea! 

  

Which is better? There is only one way to find out ….. FIGHT? 

A LITTLE HISTORY 

The Avro Shackleton was a long-range maritime patrol aircraft used by the Royal Air Force and the 
South African Air Force. It was developed by Avro from the Avro Lincoln bomber, itself being a 
development of the Avro Lancaster bomber. The type is named after the polar explorer Sir Ernest 
Shackleton. 

Entering service with the RAF in 1951, the Shackleton was used primarily in the anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) and maritime patrol aircraft (MPA) roles; it also became used as a search and rescue 
(SAR) platform and for performing several other secondary roles such as being a troop-transport. In 
later life, a small number of the RAF's Shackletons were subsequently adapted for airborne early 
warning (AEW) duties, performing in this capacity until the type's retirement in 1991.  

The MR2 (Maritime Reconnaissance) variant depicted by the Airfix kit was a development of the initial 
MR1 version with enhancements made due to service experience, it featured a longer nose and 
radome moved to the ventral position, lookout position in tail, dorsal turret, two more 20 mm cannons 
in nose and twin retractable tailwheels. 

Later variants of the Shackleton were substantially redesigned, adopting a new nose wheel 
undercarriage, redesigned wings and centre-section, and a larger fuel capacity for more range. 

In 1971 Twelve MR2s with were converted as Airborne Early Warning aircraft, the first AEW.2 flew on 
30 September 1971 and the type entered service with 8 Squadron on 1 January 1972. The intended 
replacement, the British Aerospace Nimrod AEW3, suffered considerable development difficulties 
which culminated in the Nimrod AEW 3 being cancelled in favour of an off-the-shelf purchasing of the 
Boeing E-3 Sentry, which allowed the last Shackletons to be retired in 1991 

WR693 

The Airfix model gives two decal options, one of which is WR693 when stationed in Gibraltar in 1955, 
she is depicted in the early all over white with medium sea grey upper surface scheme (as pictured on 
the box art). The aircraft was converted to the AEW2 variant which of course is the subject of the 
Revell boxing (though two different aircraft) and is now being restored to flight by the Shackleton 
Preservation Society. The obvious thing to do is to depict the same aircraft in MR2 and AEW2 guises, 
particularly as it likely to be the most famous Shackleton once it hits the air show circuit. 
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WR963 MR 2/AEW.2 history 

 11/03/54 First flown  

 05/10/54 delivered to Gibraltar and issued to 224 Squadron. Coded B-M. Recoded M in 1956.  

 23/02/60 To 210 Squadron and coded Z.  

 23/11/61 Delivered to 38 Squadron and coded X.  

 14/01/66 To 205 Squadron and coded A. later coded H.  

 17/12/70 To 5 Maintenance Unit for storage until delivered to HSA Bitteswell  

 30/06/71 for AEW.2 conversion.  

 02/06/72 To 5 Maintenance Unit for repainting.  

 18/07/72 To Lossiemouth for radar installation and to 8 Squadron the following day.  

 01/08/72 To Kinloss, where named 'Ermintrude' .  

 16/08/73 Back to Lossiemouth with unit. Renamed 'Parsley'.  

 10/08/79 Cat.3 damage sustained and repaired returning to 8 Squadron 

 29/10/79 Off charge.  

 Currently with Shackleton Preservation Society at Bagington Airport, Coventry - (14,957hrs at 
09/03/89). 

Source http://www.avroshackleton.com 

 

 
 

WR693 in early scheme ( left photo shows recent renovation back to MR2 standard) 

  

WR693 in AEW2 guise  

 

ON WITH THE BUILD(S) 

On opening the boxes I was confronted with how big a task I had undertaken, these aircraft were big 
and even at 1/72 the models would be sizable.  

Before I started I washed both sets of sprues in warm soapy water to get rid of any mould release 
agent. I then started to compare sprues. 

The obvious big difference between the models is the huge amount of rivets depicted on the Revell 
model (one of the nicknames for the Shackleton was "10,000 loose rivets flying in close formation") 
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against none on the Airfix kit. Whether this will be a bonus or hindrance once seam restoration is done 
remains to be seen. [Airfix 0, Revel 1]. 

There is little difference in size of the major parts, so I assume both are accurate. . [Airfix 1, Revel 2]. 

 

 

 

There was so much plastic on my bench Size-wise there is little to choose between the 
kits 

I was disappointed with the quality of both kits , the Revell model had considerable amounts of flash 
and both had sink marks in the main parts , this was very bad on the Airfix kit but the Revell sink marks 
will be more difficult to repair without wiping out the rivet detail. [Airfix (-1) 0, Revell (-1) 1] 

 

Significant sink marks on the Airfix fuselage  

 



 
 

26 

THE INTERIOR  

One area that the Airfix definitely wins on is the interior detail, which provides detail for the whole of 
the inside of the fuselage, The Revell kit provides the cockpit and the area around the side entry door 
however unless you are doing a cut away very little of the interior detail can be seen once the model 
is constructed (I did consider this but in the end decided on a conventional build). [Airfix 1, Revell 1] 

I generally enjoy doing the inside details (even 
knowing that the work will be hidden), it took a 
good 2/3 weeks to get both in a state I was satisfied 
with. I could have done more (Eduard do a great 
interior coloured etch set), but in the end decided 
that life was to short and my stash too big to waste 
any more time. 

 

 

 

  

The cockpits (Airfix left) , Revell provide decals for the seat 
belts , I added seatbelts with tape on the Airfix kit 

Front cockpit: Revell on left is less detailed than Airfix 
 

 
 

The electronic warfare consoles on the Airfix model are a pretty good representation of the real thing. 

 

 

The two instrument panels 
both used decals , the Revell 

one (bottom) has raised 
relief on the  panels and 

looks much better. 
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The differences in interior detail , the Airfix (top) has loads but the Revell is functional considering the amount that can 
been seen when the fuselage is closed. 

CLOSING UP 

Having enjoyed the builds up to now, it was time to join the fuselages which is where things started 
to go pear shaped. Both seemed to dry fit ok, but when I added glue I ended up with massive seam 
gaps, particularly on the Airfix kit. I assume that some of the interior detail had moved preventing the 
parts coming together cleanly. After a lot of jiggling I accepted my lot and got out the filler. 

Recently I have been experimenting with dissolving sprue in Mr Cement glue to create a plastic filler 
that was ideal for filling large gaps – it was made of the same plastic as the model so it should be the 
best filler – right? Wrong – the dissolved putty dried rock hard making sanding very difficult and also 
contained lots of air bubbles. At this point I almost gave up on the project, both aircraft took weeks to 
sort out and enthusisium was at a low. 

  
Home-made dissolved sprue filler – good idea NOT! Just a little gap !to sort out 

 

 

 

The dissolved putty went rock hard and was a 
nightmare to sand. Lots of surface detail was lost on 

both models, this was a bigger problem on the 
Revell kit as restoring all those rivets will not be 

easy. 
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Somehow I persisted and finally after lots of fill, sand, paint black ( to show the imperfections ) and 
re-fill cycles I was happy(ish) with the seams. I also repaired the hideous fuselage sink marks. 

 

Both fuselages after the seams had been fixed and with the glazing added. ( they may not look it but they 
are really the same size) 

I now had to try and restore some of the surface detail that had been lost 

  

Re-scribing panel lines on the Airfix kit was 
straightforward , if a little nerve racking 

 
  

I used a rivet tool for the first time to rework the 
Revell kit. The spacing was not an exact match – 

fingers crossed this won’t be too noticeable when the 
kit is compete. 

The wings and tail planes were 
quickly constructed, I decided 
not to fit the wings at this stage 
in order to give me more bench 
space. The eight engine 
nacelles all had seams that 
needed work which again was 
boring and took a lot of time 
and effort. 

After almost 5 months elapsed 
time the models were ready for 
painting-phew. 

Current score 

Airfix (-2) = -1, Revell (-1) = 0 

To be continued… 
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CLUB DIARY 2015/2016 

2016 

August 17th  Late Club Night   

September 7th  
September 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

September 17th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 5th  
October 19th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 8th 

October 15th  
Bovington Show  
Yeovilton Autumn Show  

November  2nd 
November 16th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 12th/13th 
November 20th 

November 27th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
Middle Wallop Show  
Bugle Call 

December 7th 
December 21st  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday August  17th         (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Gray Sharpling 

Karl Scammell 
Nigel Robins 
Will Booth  

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 
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