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JANUARY 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the first of our issues for 2017…and a very Happy New Year to all of our readers. 

2017 marks the 8th year of publication for The Romsey Modeller magazine, first published in its current 
guise in March 2009 following on from Tony taking over as Editor the previous year. Since then, Tony 
has produced 94 issues (well, Dale and I did one!!) without a break in ‘service’, quite a remarkable 
achievement. This year will see the magazine reach 100 issues, the 
anniversary passing just one month before our July show. You can 
expect a ‘special’ that month.  How Tony has managed this in addition 
to his modelling output (and several other duties he undertakes..), is 
beyond me, however I’m sure we can expect to see the same this year. 
If you have yet to write for the magazine, perhaps this year is your time 
to do so. The magazine relies heavily on the membership to write about 
their modelling experiences and projects and we are always on the 
lookout for new contributors. You know what to do! 

The December meeting drew to a close the annual competition, and 
saw, for only the second time, a multiple winner of the John Cox 
Memorial. Richard’s irresistible 1/350th Nimitz carrier proved too much 
for the other finalists and he swept to his second trophy in 5 years. Back 
in 2011 Richard won with another 1/350th carrier, his USS Hornet.  This 
win marks the 5th time a water borne vessel has won the best in show 
award….an interesting trend. You know what to build!   

The New Year often encourages many to declare their resolutions for the time ahead. I can’t say I’ve 
particularly arrived at any of significance, though I plan and intend to tidy my modelling room, as in 
its current state, it’s become disfunctional!  The room only measures 7x7 ft and I’ve managed to 
squeeze in a model table with side return, PC desk, display cabinet, kit rack, (with over 85 kits on it!!) 
a spray booth, 3 shelves, shelves for CD’s and assorted items that have no place in the room, except, 
I have nowhere else to put them!  My kit stash has been reduced by around 30 kits, but I still have a 
mountain to climb. The crates I have which contain assorted car and bike accessories (some of which 
I forgot I had), paint and decals, are stuffed to the gunnels! I’ve so little room on my workbench, 
there’s barely enough for the project I’m doing….I know what I must do! 

Enjoy the magazine, and please contribute when you can. 

Paul 

Club President 

  

 

The March 2009 front 
cover... 
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. 
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where 
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. 
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby 
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see 
the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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 CLUB NEWS  

2017 COMPETITION SCHEDULE  

For clarification, the 2017 competitions are as follows; 

 St Georges (anything British related) – May 17th 

 Non ART (anything is permissible except Airfix, Revell and Tamiya) – July 19th 

 Build a Model in a Day – date to be advised 

 Annual Competition – November  15th 

 Christmas Night – December 20th  

Any further information will be posted nearer the event, however, should you need any help please 
ask myself or Sean.  

 

JANUARY 2017 PHOTO SHOOT 

We have another photo shoot evening this month. The aim this 
month is to capture many of the models that were seen in the annual 
competition. Whilst I’ll not have time to shoot all 43 entries, I’ll get as 
many done as I can in the 90 minutes I’ll have.  Of course you may 
have some older models that you may want photographed. I promise 
to make them look as glamorous as possible! I’ve managed some 
great images of the clubs work over the years I’ve been doing this and 
it’s certainly the best way to show off the fantastic work the members 
have produced.  If you’re unsure whether your model has been done 
already, you can just ask me, as I can remember most of what I’ve 
done over the last few years.     

 

 

THE TANK MUSEUM MODEL EXPO – FEBRUARY 11TH 

The clubs first exhibition of the year is just 4 weeks away and will take place at the fantastic Tank 
Museum at Bovington.  Those that have been to the October events will know what to expect – this 
time of course, the event effectively replaces the Yeovilton Spring show, so we can expect a few more 
traders and clubs in the halls. Indeed, as I write the list already includes 33 clubs and 12 traders. We 
have booked 18 foot of display space and requested the cosy confines of the Churchill Hall for our 
pitch. We are expecting a large turnout of members for this one. Please bear in mind that we’ll have 
just 5 entry passes, however, we will cover entry fees for those displaying on the table. We’ll sort 
transport arrangements and the like at the early February meeting, which is on the 1st. 

In the meantime, information regarding the show can be found here… 
http://www.tankmuseum.org/whats-on/events/bovevt53784 

STEVE EDWARDS 

Steve has asked to step down from his role as Club Treasurer and Show Co-ordinator while he focuses 
on other aspects of his life for a short while. Steve’s commitment to the club remains as steadfast as 
ever and he will continue as a member of the club’s committee.  In the interim period, the roles will 
be filled by myself and Tony respectively.  We look forward to Steve stepping back into his old shoes 
once again soon.    

http://www.tankmuseum.org/whats-on/events/bovevt53784
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ANNUAL COMPETITION 2016 

If we could have written a 
script for the annual 
competition in advance of 
December, it certainly would 
have predicted the utter 
domination that Richard’s 
Nimitz carrier had over the 
rest of the 42 competing 
models. 5 years in the making 
and bristling with such depth 
of detail, a high standard of 
execution and, of course, a 
Tardis, it was almost 
inevitable that Richard would 
lift the John Cox Trophy for a 
second time. Scrapping over 

the leftovers were the other 24 competing modellers who at least hoped to collect a trophy in their 
respective classes.  Some of those classes were hard fought, indeed just a handful of points separated 
first and second in more than one class. Of note was the Armour class which saw 1st to 3rd just 4 points 
apart! Bagging class wins this year were Tony with his Shackleton, Gray with his YF-23, Russell and his 
Humber MKII, Paul and his Mclaren, Richard’s Nimitz, Luke’s Woolbridge dio, Gray’s Star Wars Droids 
and Steve Lidstone’s Dinah Dinosaur.    

With the finalists announced, voting was carried out for the John Cox trophy winner.  Richard achieved 
a 14 point win over Luke (runner up again..), with Tony managing a well-deserved 3 place. In fact, 
Russell was tied with Tony on points, but he lost out by having less second place votes than Tony…so 
close!!  The last place for my Mclaren, I’m hoping, was simply due to the fact I broke off the rear wing 
when placing it on the table before voting. Klutz!!   

Thank you to everyone that entered the contest and to all that took the time to vote over the two 
meetings. Thanks also go to Pat Camp who willingly stepped up to present the trophies to the winners 
and also to Brian for running another successful raffle. The Christmas meeting also expanded a few 
waistlines with all the tasty offerings from members...job done!  The 2017 annual competition starts 
in just 11 months...are you ready?           
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Entry 
No 

 Title Entrant 1st’s 
(3 PTS) 

2nd’s 
(2PTS) 

3rd’s 
(1PT) 

Total Placing 

AIRCRAFT 1/72ND SCALE AND BELOW 

1 

 

Dambuster 
Filmstar 

Will 
Booth 

II II IIIII 15 4TH 

2 

 

F84 
Rob 

Lyttle 
I II I 8 6TH 

3 

 

Harvard MKI 
Peter 
Lloyd 

I  I 4 8TH 

4 

 

P51D 
Sean 

Summers 
I I 

IIIIIIII
II 

15 5TH 

5 

 

Sea Vixen 
Steve 
Hall 

 III I 7 7TH 

6 

 

Hawker Fury 
Nigel 

Robins 
I IIII IIIIIII 18 3RD 

7 

 

Whitley 
MKV 

Tony 
Adams 

III 
IIIIIIII
IIIIII 

II 25 2ND 
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8 

 

Avro 
Shackleton 

MR2 

Tony 
Adams 

IIIIIIII
IIIIIIII

IIII 
III II 68 1ST 

AIRCRAFT ABOVE 1/72ND SCALE 

9 

 

YF-23 Gray 
Ghost 

Gray 
Sharpling 

IIIIIIII
III 

IIIII IIIIII 49 1ST 

10 

 

Hurricane 
MKI 

Tony 
Adams 

IIII IIII IIII 24 4TH 

11 

 

Spitfire 
MKIIa 

Sean 
Summers 

IIIIIII IIIIIII IIIIIIII 43 2ND 

12 

 

B P Defiant 
Tony 

Adams 
IIIII III II 21 5TH 

13 

 

Spitfire 
MKIX 

Keith 
Hawkins 

   - - 

14 

 

Roland DV1a 
Dave 

Pogson 
II 

IIIIIIII
II 

IIIIIIII
I 

35 3RD 
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MILITARY VEHICLES 

15 

 

Humber 
MKII 

Russell 
Eden 

IIIIIIII II IIII 32 1ST 

16 

 

Whippet A 
Dave 

Pogson 
II IIII II 16 6TH 

17 

 

VW 
Sean 

Summers 
 I II 4 10TH 

18 

 

Buffalo 
MPCV 

Andy 
James 

IIIIII IIII II 28 3RD 

19 

 

Maultier 
with Flak 

Len 
Crone 

III III III 18 5TH 

20 

 

Terminator 
Karl 

Scammel
l 

I IIIIII IIIIII 21 4TH 

21 

 

Humvee 
Andy 
James 

IIIIII IIII IIII 30 2ND 
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22 

 

Le Clerc 
Chris 

Phillips 
   - - 

23 

 

S Tank 
Chris 

Phillips 
 I  2  

24 

 

LCM-3 on 
Route 

Barry 
Sharman 

II III I 11 7TH 

25 

 

Austin K9 GS 
Nigel 

Robins 
I  I 4 9TH 

26 

 

M25 Dragon 
Wagon 

Barry 
Sharman 

I I III 8 8TH 

FIGURES 

  No Entries 

CIVILIAN VEHICLES 

27 

 

Alfa Romeo 
GTV 

Peter 
Lloyd 

 I IIIII 7 4TH 

28 

 

Birkin’s 
Blower Job 

Steve 
Lidstone 

IIIIIIII
I 

IIIIII 
IIIIIIII
IIIII 

52 2ND 
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29 

 

Mclaren 
MP4/12C 

Paul 
Adams 

IIIIIIII
IIIIII 

IIIIIIII
I 

IIII 64 1ST 

30 

 

Toyota WRC 
Paul 

Adams 
IIIIII 

IIIIIIII
IIIII 

IIIIII 50 3RD 

SHIPS 

31 

 

HMS 
Cossack 

Mark 
Husband 

IIIII 
IIIIIIII
IIIIIIII
IIIIIII 

 61 2ND 

32 

 

USS Nimitz 
Richard 
Stewart 

IIIIIIII
IIIIIIII
IIIIIIII 

IIII  80 1ST 

DIORAMAS 

33 

 

Za Zdorovje 
Luke 

Hayes 
II IIIIIII 

IIIIIIII
II 

30 3RD 

34 

 

Woolbridge 
Luke 

Hayes 

IIIIIIII
IIIIIIII
IIIIII 

IIII II 76 1ST 

35 

 

Atomic 
Annie 

Chris 
Phillips 

I IIIIIIII 
IIIIIIII

I 
28 4TH 
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36 

 

Al Jair 
Karl 

Scammel
l 

III IIIIIIII IIIIIII 32 2ND 

SCI-FI, FANTASY AND REAL SPACE 

37 

 

These are 
the Droids 

Gray 
Sharpling 

IIIIIIII
IIIII 

IIIIIIII
I 

III 60 1ST 

38 

 

TIE Fighter 
Gray 

Sharpling 
II IIIIII 

IIIIIIII
I 

27 4TH 

39 

 

Ambush 
Russell 
Eden 

IIIIIIII
IIII 

IIIIIIII IIII 56 2ND 

40 

 

Anti-Grav 
tank 

Russell 
Eden 

II IIIIII 
IIIIIIII

III 
29 3RD 

MISCELLANEOUS 

41 

 

Dinah 
Steve 

Lidstone 
IIIIIIII
IIIII 

IIIIIIII IIIIII 59 1ST 
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42 

 

Travis 
Fimmel 
‘Vikings’ 

Ray 
Broadbe

nt 

IIIIIIII
I 

IIIIIII 
IIIIIIII

III 
52 3RD 

43 

 

The Romans 
are Coming 

Dave 
O’Meara 

IIIIII 
IIIIIIII
IIIII 

IIIIIIII
I 

53 2ND 

 

 

JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY (BEST IN SHOW) VOTING 

Entry 
No 

Class Title Entrant 1st’s   

(3 PTS) 

2nd’s 

(2PTS) 

3rd’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

2016 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY RESULTS 

8 C1 
Avro Shackleton 

MR2 
Tony 

Adams 
I III III 12 3RD 

9 C2 YF-23 Gray Ghost 
Gray 

Sharpling 
 III I 7 6TH 

15 C3 Humber MKII 
Russell 
Eden 

I II IIIII 12 4TH 

29 C5 Mclaren MP4/12C 
Paul 

Adams 
 I III 5 7TH 

32 C6 USS Nimitz 
Richard 
Stewart 

IIIIIIIIIIIIII I I 45 1ST 

34 C7 Woolbridge 
Luke 

Hayes 
III IIIIIIIII IIII 31 2ND 

37 C8 
These are the 

Droids 
Gray 

Sharpling 
I I III 8 5TH 

41 C9 Dinah 
Steve 

Lidstone 
    Did Not Enter 
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Richard receives the John Cox Memorial Trophy from Pat Camp 

  

Other Photo of our Xmas meeting 
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NORMANDY 2017 D-DAY TRIP 
BY STEVE EDWARDS 

I plan to organise a trip to Normandy this summer if I can get enough interest, initially this would be 
for just four of us in one car with me driving and acting as guide, I am no expert but have visited 
Normandy every year since 2004. 

If there is more interest I would consider hiring a minibus, but I would need firm commitments before 
doing so. 

Three club members have expressed an interest so far. 

The rough itinerary is as follows, to be finalised at a later date:- 

Thursday evening Catch ferry from Portsmouth to Caen. 

Friday  Breakfast in St Mere Iglise, 

Visit Airborne museum in St mere Iglese, 

Head back to Bayeux via La Cambe cemetery (Micheal Wittman), 

And Utah Beach museum. 

Saturday Visit Point du hoc,  

Colleville cemetery ( Saving Private Ryan),  

Arromanches (Gold beach) 

Sunday Tour round Bayeux to take in the military museum,  

British cemetery and Cathederal and Tapestry (if desired) 

Monday Pegasus Bridge and Ranville British cemetery,  

Afternoon ferry home. 

I expect the total cost including meals to be well under £300 each, but of course we are at the mercy 
of the exchange rate, we will be staying in the Premier Classe at Bayeux. 

Please let me know if interested as soon as possible, first come first served basis, but if more than 
three people want to go and a minibus is not an option I am happy to do two separate trips. 

 

Cheers 

 

Steve 
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TYPHOON GROUP BUILD 
BY TONY ADAMS 

 Richard Spreckley of Aldingbourne 
Modellers posted on our Facebook 
page over Xmas about his 
involvement with the Hawker 
Typhoon RB396. For those of you 
that don’t know a team of 
enthusiastic volunteers have 
launched a project to restore an 
original WWII Hawker Typhoon to 
flight. The project was launched in 
October 2016 and need to raise 
£6Million, the target is to get the 
aircraft flying by 2024 for the 80th 
anniversary of D-day. While all the 
details are yet to be finalised it is 

likely that the project will be based at Goodwood , so pretty local for us. Richard has joined the team 
as Membership and Events Secretary and is also taken on commissions to build models of Typhoons 
to raise funds for the project. 

I contacted Richard and asked him if we can help, originally suggesting we could do run a Typhoon 
group build similar to the build we did for Tangmere a few years ago and then donate the models to 
the project for them to sell. Richard suggested a slight modification, suggesting we create a joint 
display of Typhoons that we can take to models shows to publicise the project, this sounds a great 
plan. 

While there are still some details to sort out , the proposal is to have a joint group build with 
Aldingbourne that will hopefully yield 10 – 20 Typhoons for a display , hopefully at Telford this year.  

We will discuss the idea further but I hope that we can get enough members interested to make this 
project a reality. What this space… 

Details of the restoration project can be found at  

http://hawkertyphoon.com/ 

 
 
  

 
RB396 Project Launch 29th October 2016, Boultbee Flight 

Academy, Goodwood, England. 

http://hawkertyphoon.com/
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KITTY HAWK 1/48 LOCKHEED F-35B LIGHTNING II – PART 1  

BY GRAY SHARPLING 

Kitty Hawk are a comparatively new 
manufacturer that have been getting 
mixed reviews for their kits.  They are 
being applauded for tackling subjects 
that few, if any, other manufacturers 
seem to want to make.  But the 
quality of their kits has been the 
subject of some heated discussion.  
Some of their kits are said to be very 
good, whilst others are known for 
having some problems: either in very 
subtle basic shape details, or in the fit 
and engineering of how the kits go 
together.  They are no Bandai or 
Tamiya, that is for sure! 

This particular kit is said to be pretty accurate, but has a few well-publicised fit and engineering issues.  
This was also the very first purchase I ever made at the first Scale Model World show in Telford that I 
attended in 2012, when the kit was brand new to the market.  It was, and as far as I am aware, still is 
the only 1/48th version of the Lockheed F-35B Lightning II available on the market.  So if you’re a 1/48th 
scale aircraft modeller and want to build an F-35 (of any variant), Kitty Hawk are currently your only 
choice. 

The Lockheed F-35 “Lightning II” is a brand-
new aircraft that, after some controversially-
long delays and large cost over-runs, is only 
now starting to be rolled out to various air 
forces around the world.  The RAF took 
delivery of their first few aircraft last summer.  
It comes in three standard variants, and is 
intended to replace the Harrier as the RAF’s 
and Royal Navy’s supersonic STOVL (Short 
Take-Off and Vertical Landing) strike aircraft 
for the next couple of decades or more.  The 
Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carriers have 
been designed around them.  In other air 
forces it is intended to replace, or at least 
augment, the aging fleet of F-16’s and F/A-
18’s around the world.  The three variants, 
which are designed to have as many common 
parts as possible for maximum 
interchangeability and ease of maintenance 
are the F-35A (the “normal” take-off and landing version), the F-35B (the STOVL/VTOL variant with the 
vectoring engine nozzle and vertical lift-fan), and the F-35C (the aircraft carrier variant with wider 
wingspan, folding wingtips, and strengthened undercarriage for CATO - catapult-assisted take-offs and 
arrester-wire landings). 

All variants have a single 22-inch screen as the main display in the “glass cockpit”, and are unique for 
a modern aircraft in having no HUD display.  Instead the pilot wears a very hi-tech “augmented reality” 
helmet which, combined with various sensors around the aircraft, not only display all the vital 
information he could want directly into his line of vision, but also allow him to effectively see through 
his own aircraft in real-time as he moves his head!  The aircraft is, of course, “stealthy”; although 

 

Only a little flash on the seat ejector-pin marks… 
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unlike the F-22 Raptor, it can carry weapons-loads both in internal weapons bays and on external 
pylons when less stealth is required. 

 COCKPIT PLUS EDUARD ETCH 

The very first parts I cut from the sprue showed the quality, or lack of it, with Kitty Hawk’s moulding.  
The ejector-pin marks on the pilot seat were huge, with large tabs of flash the like of which I’ve not 
seen since the 1980’s!  Not an auspicious start to an effectively brand new tooling.  Clean-up was 
simple enough however, and the photo-etch parts from the additional Eduard “Big-Ed” set I had 
purchased were added as shown by the instructions.  I intend to display the aircraft with the cockpit 
open, so I included the etch for the canopy-frame latching mechanisms, and was quite pleased with 
the result. 

  

Eduard photo-etch enhances the cockpit prior to painting.  Actually, the original plastic was pretty well detailed anyway, 
but I’d paid for the etch, so I was going to darn well use it… 

The seat and cockpit were painted mainly in NATO Black for the back- and side-walls, and the 
instrument coaming; then the control panels and foot-well were painted a pale grey, as per my 
references.  The result was then dry-brushed with dark-grey to high-light the details.  Then the pre-
painted photo-etch was added for the instrument panels and seat-belts.  Lastly, the side-mounted 
control stick and the throttle handle were added.  The layout is very similar to the side-stick seen in F-
16’s.  I have no idea how left-handed pilots would cope however. 

  

The huge single display screen is dominates the “glass cockpit”, 
and unusually for a modern aircraft, no HUD is present.  The 
pilot instead wears an impressive “augmented reality” helmet. 

Photo-etch seat-belts finish-off the seat.  The cushion 
colour is not 100% accurate, but I used a little artistic 
licence otherwise they would have been almost invisible 
as just another dark-grey shade. 
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WHEEL-WELLS AND WEAPONS BAYS 

Again, the quality of Kitty Hawk’s moulding was easily seen when I cut the wheel-well parts from the 
runners.  Not only was the flash on the ejector-pin marks so big that I eventually used it as something 
for my crocodile clips to grab when painting(!), but the main-gear wheel-well floors (or should that be 
“ceilings” when turned the right way up) were so warped that dry-fitting showed they weren’t even 
on speaking terms with the side-walls.  The only solution was to bend and glue them well, and hope 
the glue holds.  Hopefully when in place in the fuselage, the fuselage itself will help hold them in the 
correct shape. 

 

These parts should have made a simple straight join, but were warped. 
And can you spot the ejector-pin flash “lugs” on the bottom of both parts? 

Things were just as well-engineered  << cough >>  when it came to the nose-wheel.  I added the Eduard 
etch to the main nose-wheel strut, and dry fitted it to the nose-wheel floor (“ceiling”?).  That was fine 
until I came to also fit the retracting strut.  It was a full 2mm short in reach when fitted into its slot in 
the wheel-well floor.  The only option was to remove the locating pin, and fill-in the locating hole in 
the floor with a piece of plasticard scrap.  Then, the retractor strut could be glued to the main wheel 
leg, and would be glued flat to the floor rather than use the out-of-place locating pin & hole (now 
removed). 

  

Problem:  Nose-wheel retractor-strut too short. Solution:  Don’t use the locating pin & hole. 

THE STORY SO FAR 

As I found out right at the beginning of this project, Kitty Hawk are no Bandai, or even Tamiya.  The 
quality of their surface detail is actually very good, and I think with effort this will build into a very 
accurate representation of an F-35B.  However, the quality of their fit and engineering leave a lot to 
be desired.  I can see already that Kitty Hawk are making a rod for my back, in that it will take a lot of 
work for me to pull this kit up to any sort of decent standard.  I will persevere for now, but I cannot 
see myself looking at Kitty Hawk as a manufacturer again for a very long time. 
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AIRFIX 1/72ND  SCALE HURRICANE MK1.  
BY PAT CAMP 

I built this kit largely from the box, although 
I was surprised by the amount of corrective 
work needed for a new tooling from Airfix. 
Those wishing to go the extra mile will need 
to replace some areas around the wing gun 
doors that are depicted as fabric, but which 
should be metal panelled. 

The cockpit and wheel well were assembled 
and painted as sub-assemblies. Seat belts 
were added from lead foil and given a brush 
coat of Humbrol 1 primer.  

The trailing edges of the wings were much too thick. I thinned them by sanding with coarse grit wet 
and dry (used wet) and scraping with a blade. The top and lower wing edges do not align very well and 
my sanding away the trailing edges gave rise to a gap owing to the height of the wheel bay walls. The 
wings yielded to persuasion by gluing the leading edges first and letting this set before clamping the 
trailing edges and running liquid adhesive along the join. 

I routinely use “lolly sticks” or wooden coffee stirrers between clamps to hold the wing edges together. 
These help to spread the load and keep everything straight. Sometimes the whole clamping affair can 
slide apart owing to the curvature of the wind surfaces, but this can be overcome by either 
sandwiching some Micromesh strips between the plastic and the wood or by holding the wood in 
place with masking tape. I always find the effort spent on doing this worthwhile as it gives a neater 
result. 

The plan size of the top wing does not match that of the lower wing, so some filling and shaping work 
will be inevitable. 

The kit includes some nicely moulded lenses for the wing leading edge lights. It is well worth studying 
photos of these on the real aircraft before committing to paint.  

 

Airfix’s 1/72 Hurricane Mk1 (of which the Airfix store has 
sold out and is not expecting further stock…). 

 

Kit assembly could progress a long way 

before painting needed to start. 

The model benefitted from a lot of dry-

fitting, especially of the wheel bay walls: 

Tamiya thin liquid adhesive was run into 

the joints to cure whilst the items were held 

in place. 

 

The cockpit and wheel bay were painted in a dark 

silver enamel and highlighted with a bright 

aluminium colour. The upper regions of the cockpit 

were finished in green.  Detail was brought out 

using a wash mixed from 50:50 Klear & water with 

dark green acrylic paint for the upper half and dark 

grey for the aluminium areas. I had read of this 

method by Roy Sutherland (of Barracuda Studios) 

and this was my first time of trying it. I was very 

pleased with the results and have added it to my 

“toolbox” of techniques. 



 
 

20 

  

Whilst the kit had nicely moulded transparencies for the leading edge lights, the wing tip navigation lights were 

absent. Inserts were made from clear sprue offcuts. Work commenced with squaring off the sawn end of each 

offcut and filing in a flat. Meanwhile, the soft grey Airfix plastic was notched away to the lines engraved for 

the navigation lights and the clear sprue was trimmed until it fitted snugly into place. Once done, positions 

were marked and holes drilled for the bulbs. The holes were painted Tamiya transparent red and green, as 

appropriate, followed by chrome silver. The mounting surfaces were then polished. The notches in the wing 

were painted airframe aluminium before the sprue offcuts were epoxied into place (as were the leading edge 

transparencies. With the epoxy fully hardened, the wing tip navigation lights were shaped with a drum sander 

and given a polish with Micromesh 

Dry fitting the wing to the fuselage revealed gaps that were addressed in two stages.  

  

 

One gap was due to the width of the fuselage 

being less than the opening between the wing top 

halves. A spreader made from sprue solved the 

problem. Some fiddling with trimming the ends of 

the spreader and positioning it within the 

fuselage were needed to get the fit just right. 
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The front end of the wing to fuselage join was the 

next for treatment. Oil paint was applied to the wing 

side to act as a marker: material was trimmed from 

the fuselage side of the join until paint transferred 

over the full length when the two pieces were 

brought together. 

When done, the oil paint was wiped off and the 

surfaces cleaned with white spirit before the wings 

were finally glued into place. 

The instrument panel coaming was painted and the windscreen glued into place with Gator’s Grip. 
The fit was not that brilliant, but some Gunze Mr Dissolved Putty was run around the join and gave a 
neat result without further work. The windscreen and cockpit opening were covered in masking tape 
for painting to commence. The wheel bays were covered by the retracted undercarriage parts supplied 
in the kit if you want to display the model in flight. 

COLOURING IN. 

How best to mask off wing lights? I find tape can be tricky to 
shape and tends to lift off because of the small size and curved 
surfaces – especially compound curves on tip lights. This time, I 
applied strips of masking tape to the outside of each of the wing 
lights. I used the new, stretchy white Tamiya tape for the more 
curvy bits. A light was given a brush coat of Micromask fluid and, 
without delay, the tape carefully removed from around the 
edging to leave a neatly masked light beneath. This process was 
repeated until all the lights were done. I was really pleased with 
how well this worked out. 

The centre 
section of the 
wing underside 
was then 
masked off and 
the outers 
painted white 
and NATO black. 
These were then 
masked off for 
the centre 

section, 
fuselage and tailplane undersides to be painted Alclad 
Airframe Silver on fabric areas and wing leading edges, 
with Alclad Duralumin (a tad darker than Airframe 
Silver) for the centre metal sections. I was a bit clumsy 
with my masking and the result was not as good as it 
could have been. 

 

 

 

I cannot use my airbrush indoors, so have to 
work outside, which limits when I can work. 
However, working outside is not at all bad 
when you have views as pleasant as this! 

  

The undersides were masked off and the upper 

surfaces airbrushed with a mix of Humbrol 63 

Sand and 119 Light Earth, with a little cellulose 

added to the thinners to give some bite into the 

plastic. 
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A pre-shade of thinned Lifecolor acrylic UA-405 “Brown Service Shirt” was applied by brush to areas such as 
between the wing and tail ribs. 

 

 

A finishing coat mixed from Humbrol 119 Light 

Earth + 29 Dark Earth + Winsor & Newton 

Liquin + Mr Hobby Levelling thinner was 

airbrushed over the pre-shaded area and then 

gradually extended over the entire airframe until 

the desired contrast and level of highlight is 

obtained. Liquin is a medium that can be used 

with oil paints to improve fluidity. I also use it to 

make a translucent top coat as it makes colour 

build up a lot easier to control and the final paint 

a coat a little thicker and less fragile compared to 

just thinned paint. Gloss clear varnish could be 

used in its place. 

 

Pre-cut camouflage masks from AML (set 

AMLM 73 015) were applied. This is my first 

time of using these and I found them to be 

straightforward to use and gave good results.  

The strips typically had 2-3mm extra border 

and length at external areas.  

I found it easiest to mask the fuselage before 

the wings. 
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Work on the dark green areas commenced with a 

lighter tone of the final colour.  

This was followed by pre-shading with well 

thinned Lifecolor UA053 RLM81 brown/violet 

applied by brush. Notice how I apply the shade to 

one side of panel lines only. 

The top coat was a transparent mix of Humbrol 

322M and HG1 Schwarzgrun 71 with Liquin, 

thinned with Mr Color self-levelling thinner that 

was gradually built up until I obtained the shading 

effect I wanted. 

Masking was removed the day after completion of the paint work: only one or two localised areas 
needed touching-in. On surveying the completed paint job, it may be that the dark earth colour is too 
light. This may darken on varnishing, so was left as it was. 

A light coat of Klear diluted with Hataka water based acrylic thinner was sprayed over the model 
before the decals were applied. These went on well, including the large serial numbers beneath the 
wings. I had some silvering on the fuselage serial numbers (I would now apply these small decals using 
Klear to overcome this problem – I’ll describe that in a later article). 

  

I found it easier and quicker to mask the windscreen and canopy frames for painting in two sessions. The 

vertical frames of the canopy were painted first, then the horizontals. The rectangular panel of the windscreen 

was painted, then the outer frame. 

On completion, the transparencies were cleaned up from tape and paint residues using a scraper carved from 

plastic sprue. This worked very well. A brush coat of Klear was applied to the glazing. 
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I wanted to have the canopy in the open position. I found it necessary to pare away the raised canopy 
rails moulded onto fuselage halves to get the canopy to fit – even then it was a bit of a squeeze. Paint 
was touched in leaving some plastic exposed so the canopy could be glued into place using liquid poly. 

Panel lines were picked out in darker shades of the underlying colour using oils with linseed oil 
medium. This flowed along the lines and any errant paint was pushed back into place using a dry brush. 
This included the decals, with the yellow roundel surround also being shaded between the wing ribs 
and fuselage stringers. The mix was left for at least a week to dry before the model was handled. 

I left weathering to a minimum, as I intend to portray the model during a squadron visit to Paris in 
1938, where I feel sure the aircraft would have been displayed in pristine condition. From a discussion 
with colleagues at IPMS Abingdon, I understand the upper half of the “111” marking on the fuselage 
has been different colours: I wonder therefore whether the flight section colour was used? 

UNDERCARRIAGE. 

I purchased some replacement resin wheels with 5-spoke hubs (AML set AMLA 72 035) appropriate 
to this early version of the Hurricane. The pack included painting masks and had the correct mounting 
slot to the Airfix undercarriage legs so the bulged part of the tyre sat flat on the ground. The only 
problem was the set comes as two left wheels: the slot is completely out of alignment for the right 
wheel. This required some careful surgery to alter with a chisel ended blade until a suitable fit was 
obtained. The wheels were glued onto the legs with cyano gel to take up the gaps from the chiselling 
work. 

The undercarriage was airbrushed Alclad White Aluminium + Dark Aluminium. The engine exhausts 
were done at the same time, with some Alclad Jet Exhaust and a smidgeon of Humbrol Bronze added 
to the mix in the paint cup. 
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Final notes: Whilst this kit was not a “shake to make”, it nevertheless builds into a very nice model. Its 
fine surface detail make it a good platform to try out new techniques and products without worrying 
about the cost should things go badly. New techniques added to my “toolbox” are using a tinted 50:50 
mix of Klear and water for washes/glazes and using masking tape with liquid masking fluid to neatly 
mask small and curved surfaces. In terms of products, I liked the pre-cut camouflage masks and will 
certainly try more of these in the future. 

 

TAMIYA 1/1 HANDY DRILL   BY GRAY SHARPLING  

A suspect many of yhou have seen this litle gadget 
already.  If so, then I apologise for re-treading over old 
ground in advance.  But I thought this little tool might 
come in handy (ha ha – see what I did there), and splurged 
a whopping £15 to get one.  It is exactly what it says on 
the tin, a little hand-drill, that runs on a couple of AA 
batteries.  I have a Dremel, but there are many times were 
that is far too powerful, and this seemed to fill the gap 
between my pin-vice and the Dremel. 

 

 IT’S A KIT! 

What you may not be aware of, is that the tool comes as 
a “model kit”.  Well, it is made by Tamiya after all, what 
did you expect?  Three small sprues of plastic, the motor, 
and two bags of metal screws, washes, axles, battery 
contacts, and the main shaft with two different sizes of 
collets.  There is even a tiny toothpaste tube of silicon 
grease.  Be warned, there is barely enough, so unless you 
have more yourself, you’ll need to use it sparingly! 
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It comes as a “model kit”.  Well it is from Tamiya after all, what did you expect? 

 MOTOR AND TRIGGER 

Cut the parts from the sprues like a normal model, and construction starts with the motor assembly.  
Two contacts, a plastic mounting plate, the drive sprocket, and the motor itself all just snap together.  
No glue required.  In fact, there is no glue required in this whole “kit”. 

After the motor is the trigger mechanism, which includes a ”safety catch” lock to prevent accidental 
activation. 

  

Motor assembly. Trigger assembly in the shell. 

GEARS 

A quite complex set of gears transfer power from the motor to the collet for the drill-bits.  FYI, Tamiya 
supply a 2mm drill bit in the box.  This is the main area where the little tube of silicon grease is needed.  
After a touch on the links in the trigger mechanism, most of the grease gets smeared on the gearing 
and axles etc.  As I said, there is barely enough, so you need to be sparing if you don’t have any extra 
yourself. 
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Tamiya also sell a “Handy Router”, which is 90% the exact same tool.  The difference is the that case 
is white, and the gearing ratios are different.  The Handy Drill is geared for a slower speed and higher 
torque, whereas I believe the Handy Router is geared for a faster speed but less torque. 

  

Gearing in place Motor assembly inserted. 

 PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

Nearly done already.  In less than an hour, including the taking of photographs for this article, I was 
ready to button this little gadget up.  The other half of the shell is held in place with four screws, slip 
in a couple of AA batteries, and snap the battery cover in place and you’re in business. 

It runs “true as a die”, with no slop or wobble, so the Tamiya quality is evident.  It’s cute as a button.  
My wife thinks it looks a little toy-like, and in all honesty, I can’t disagree.  But it is a proper tool that I 
think will come in very handy (ha ha again).  I can certainly see myself reaching for this far more often 
than I ever do the Dremel. 

  

Insert two AA batteries and you’re good to go. 
 

Note the trigger lock, and the main spindle lock-
button to help in tightening the collet. 
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Just to show the size…  It’s not a toy, but it might look like one. 
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CLUB DIARY 2017 

 

2017 

January 4th 

January 18th 
 

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 
       -Photo Shoot 

  

February 1st  
February 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night - AGM 

February 11th 

February 18th   
Bovington-Tank Museum Model Expo 
Build a Model in a Day (TBC) 

March 1st 
March 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

March 4th  Aldingbourne Modelex 

April 5th 

April 19th  
Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

April 2nd  
April 8th  
April 23rd  

Shropshire Scale Model Show 
Poole Vikings Show 
Milton Keynes Model Show  

May 3rd  
May 17th  

Early Club Night 
St George Competition 

  

June 7th 
June 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night  

June 3rd IPMS Salisbury Show 

July 5th 
July 19th  
 

Early Club Night 
   Manufacturers 
   Competition (NonART) 

July 15th  ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW  

August 2nd 
August 16th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 6th Avon Model Show (TBC) 

September 6th  
September 20th 

  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 
       -Photo Shoot 

September 16th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 4th  
October 18th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 7th 

 
Bovington Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  1st 
November 15th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 11th/12th 
November 26th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 6th 
December 20th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday January 18th         (8pm to 10pm) 
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CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Gray Sharpling 

Pat Camp 
Steve Edwards 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 
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