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‘A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President
Welcome to the May issue of the RomseyModeller.

It’s been a relatively quiet month for the club, no shows, but two very busy club nights. On both occasions we’ve
had an unbelievable turnout, especially last month’s late meeting where we had 32 members in the room at one
point. | joke occasionally about it, but we might need to start looking for a bigger hall! It’s all very encouraging,
as the club goes from strength to strength. We’ve had two new members come along too, so the message is
slowly getting out via our website and shop flyers.

As | confirmed at our last meeting, we now have some storage at the village hall, so we’ll be able to relocate the
display gear, so often moved about from member’s garages these past few years. I'm hoping to also get some,
if not all, of the photo studio gear in there too. Let’s hope so as | could sorely do with the space in my model
room!

I’d like to thank those members that provided models for the Models for Heroes charity that Malcolm Childs
has set up. The charity is still in its infancy, but already Malcolm has received many generous donations from
other clubs, including paints, tools and money. Our contribution of 19 kits should go a long way to helping many
injured servicemen with their rehabilitation. | dropped the kits of to Malcolm while visiting the Milton Keynes
model show last month.

Our own model show is looming ever closer, and we still have many things to get done before it gets too late.
We plan to have a show meeting within the next week or so. | hope to confirm a date on Wednesday night, so
keep your ears open or a watch on the Facebook group page for announcements.

This month features my latest model project. | must say what a pleasure it is to construct a kit that makes you
immediately want to build it again! Well, | am doing just that with the 2002 version of the kit; the same, but just
slightly different. | am enjoying the hobby a lot more recently thanks to the kits I’'m doing, but also the great
enthusiasm for the hobby which is evident at our club meetings, and whenever the group get together. | was
asked by a new member about the health of the hobby and as | was explaining how many modellers there are
actually out there, | felt very proud to be counted as one them.

Happy modelling folks.
See you all next week.
Paul

Club President

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire.
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 1°t and 3™ Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby.
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see
the last page for details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

ST GEORGES COMPETITION

At this month’s meeting we’ll be holding, what is unbelievabley, our first competiton night of 2017. This
competiton is for any model, any scale, that has close ties to being from Britain, or is British. You can use some
interpretation of this rule, for example, you could enter a Star Wars X-Wing in RAF markings. Previous winners
inlcuded an Italian car driven by an British driver. Models of foreign subjects by Airfix do not qualify! Easy
enough? We hold this contest every two years, and so the recipient of the St Georges Trophy gets to keep it for
two years. The trophy is a 54mm figure of St George, on a base, painted by our very own Pat Camp.

This competiton is judged and winners announced on the same night, so there’ll be no waiting to find out who’s
won.

Winner 2 years ago from the 18 entries was Andy James, with his 1/35" Centrurion AVRE. Andy was closely
followed home by Dave Pogson’s Sopwith Pup and Sean’s 1/48™ Seafire. Who will win this year?



IPMS SALISBURY SCALE MODEL SHOW 3RP JUNE 2017

We have 12 foot single depth of table space booked for this popular event. The venue is very well lit, mostly via
daylight, there’ll be more than enough traders on hand to
separate you from your cash, and the Salisbury guys run a good IPMS Salisbury presents it's annual
competion. There’s plenty of parking, refreshments and some
food available too. The Salisbury website states 29 clubs and 12
traders. It should be a great day. As it’s local, transport is not
necessarily an issue, but we’ll discuss who’s planning to go on
Wednesday night.

More information can be found on the IPMS Salisbury website.

- Club Displays
Traders
Open Competition
Tombola
Demonstrations
Refreshments

/ Bhturday 3rd Junezt)'l'?\

Wyvern College Sporis ,“]]
FREE Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury, SPAMR

Parking Doors Open: 9.30am - 4.30pm

Admission: Adults £4.00 | Children U16 £1

=
& www.salisburymodelshow.co.uk

‘CYCLING TO BERLIN

A group from my work are cycling from Winchester to Berlin to celebrate the 25th anniversary of our German
office (Winchester was the first, now also we are in France, Italy. Spain and Chile).
We will be cycling in small groups in relays, one hour on, two hours off for six days
to get there - that means some days | will be 4-5 hours in the saddle!

To make the cycling worthwhile the UK riders

- m are raising money for the "Teenage Cancer
Trust", as a colleague's son died of that

. m disease a couple of years ago. Colleagues
- me from Germany are also joining us and will be

supporting "Kinderhife" which is a similar

organisation to TCT.

As | hadn't ridden a bike more than a few miles since being a student until last year,
you can imagine training has taken its toll on modelling. Indeed | am timetabled to
be riding through Northern Germany on the evening of 21st June while you are
having the group meeting!

If anyone would like to help contribute, you can donate via my Just-Giving page at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Will-Booth3

or chat at the meetings before we go.

Thanks
Will Booth


https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Will-Booth3

A DAY OUT IN JUNE?

A
FROME MODEL CENTRE

Come on down to our Frome Model Centre Open
Day on Sunday the 11/06/17 and Enjoy fantastic
discounts on selected lines for one day only!

Discounts

Spend Over £50.00 = 25%
Spend £41.00 - £50.00 = 20%
Spend £31.00 - £40.00 = 15%

Spend £20.00 - £30.00 = 10%
Excluding Exsisting Offers & Lego

Open 10:00 - 15:00
If you have any questions please do get in touch
Tel: 01373 465295

Email: sales@frome-model-centre.com
Facebook: https://facebook.com/FromeModelC



TAMIYA 1/12™ 2003 HONDA RC211V
BY PAUL ADAMSPART 3

In last months instalment | got the exhausts and cowlings painted and decalled. In the last part of this build, I'll
cover some, but not all of the final painting and assembly of the model.

The engine, finely molded by Tamiya, is very easy to assemble, but does have a number of seams that need filling
and sanding. This can delay what is otherwise a fairly quick part of the bike to do. As the bike would be shown
with all of it's cowlings on (my preferred option), | didn’t waste any time detailing it. So, it was primered with
Halfords grey plastic primer, and airbrushed with a mix of metallic grey and steel from Tamiya’s acrylic range.
The cylinder heads were sprayed likewise with titanium gold. | added the kit supplied turned clutch, which looked
great on a kit released in 2004, but is very basic by the standards set since by Top Studio. The kit clutch is virtually
devoid of any detail seen on the real thing! | opted not to purchase an upgrade clutch set, as most of it can’t be
seen once the side cowling is on.

The engine, straight from the box, with just ce
with the exhausts covered in last months issue.

The frame was up next and included construction of the swingarm. | opted to fill in the void created by the molding
process on the swingarm, by filling in the inner sections with plastic card and filler. This turned into an involved
job as, despite repeated work, | just kept finding holes and imperfections. After hours of ruddy sanding it was
done. On the competed model, it does look good, but it’s barely noticeable once the wheel was put on. In addition,
| removed the chain adjusters, which molded in plastic, hardly resemble the actual adjuster. These would be
replaced with etch items after painting. The frame was asembled as per the instructions, seam filled, sanded,
ready for primer. The kit frame is okay, but could do with more welds added as the kit ones are a little feeble in
appearance, and missing in some areas.
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The frame was air br us he Theswingarm test fitted to the paint frame. | adde
metallicsilver, which if applied over a smooth etch chain tensioners, a overflow tube which feec

basecoat really looks the part. During the from the shock reservoir and plain weave carbor
construction of the model | found no weardulling decal to the ear hugger. This was given a thin coat
whatsoever. The kit screws to attach the wheels wi flat black to tone it down and then cleared.

replaced with fully machined axles.



The frame was primed, which was then sanded and polished with 3000 grit polishing cloth. Over this | airbrushed
Zero frame metallic silver which comes with the Repsol paint kit. If applied carefully, it really does impart a good
likeness to the finish seen on Honda race bikes, and does withstand handling much more so than Alclad or simlar
lacquer paints. | added some carbon kevlar decal to the left side foot guard and brushed Johnson Klear over it, two
coats doing the job. With some minor detail painting completed | was able to placed the engine in the frame. | then
concentrated my efforts into getting the swingarm completed. This involved painting up the kit chain, but | fell upon
an idea to use some old etch chain links | had lying about....remove the kit link fasteners, drill holes, apply the links
and insert some machined rollers to complete the look. Sounded like a great idea at the time....

Fortunatley, | had a spare chain set from parts out of a 2002 Honda RCV kit. | painted this up and in the end it didn’t
look too bad. Wished I'd of done this in the first place. #whatawasteoftime!! #numpty....! Anyhow, | was able to
get the assembled rear wheel, complete with machined valve, and weathered tyremarkings into the swingarm,
with some mild swearing along the way. The gaps between the ends of the arm, with wheel, chain, etch bits and
the rear caliper bracket leave little room. | found ths out when | inserted the machined axle, which as a threaded
nut on one end. The thread was barely visible and | only just got the nut on, with about 1 turn holding it in place.
Phew...

Getting the swingarm into the frame requires lots of patience too as co-ordinating the arm, plus chain, locating
screw, and trying not to mark the paint or decals (I realised after assembly that | had lost a ‘Pro-link’ decal, a
replacement has been sought via Lee Gilbert, thank you....) can be taxing...once the Tamiya screw locating through
the frame and into the corresponding hole the other side, it was on forever. With the back end on, | then assembled
the fork section. This tends to be a bit more involved as there’s a lot going on up front on a MotoGP bike, even one
from 2003. The front brake discs were from the kit, painted with Zero carbon grey, designed as a brake disc face
paint, it works superbly well, offering the much needed metallic grey (Tamiya XF-56), but with flecks of silver, which
looks very convincing. The front wheel also got a machined valve and some weathering to the Michelin logo. The
forks are Tamiya’s upgrade set, released at the time of the kit. They feature anodised machined fork tubes, new
fork bottoms, black sliders and a rear shock spring. | modified the fork bottoms to accept machined nuts and another
full axle to mount the wheel. The brake caliper mounts were cut off and replaced with Top Studio’s RC211V
machined mounts...The brake caliper has an 8 piece hose fitting installed from T2M, sadly a company that’s gone
out of business . These add some serious detail to what is otherwise a lack lustre effort from Tamiya. These new
fittings take the reduced diameter brake hose from Top studio, again another in-scale improvement. Lastly, |
installed a speed sensor by using an etch part from Top Studio, a connector clamp, resin connector and fuse wire
which is bound onto the brake hose. This is an obvious omission from Tamiya and really completes this area of
detail. With the front mudguard on, it looked great.
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The front and rear wheetomplete. The frontwheel The fr ame and swingarm
has an etch speed sensor disc fitted, seen in the ce after the main compoents are together, it just has tc
of the wheel in titanium gold. The rear wheel has a fit first time! Aside from some detailling to the rear
etch disc face placed over the kit plastic. caliper, this is all from the box.

Before the forks can be mounted, the engine area has to be completed, which includes glueing on the pipes, and
mounting the radiator. The radiator was painted with the frame metallic silver from Zero with the cooling vanes
shaded with Humbrol gunmetal and polished on the high points. | fitted an etch debris gauze which came with the
kit. The lower pipes fitted without issue as did the radiator.



An underside view with the lower exhaust installed. This is a great piece of kit engineering to get those |
fit perfectly. Despite the engine receiving no upgrades, it does well from the box. The lack of detail on th
can be een here.

| painted the remaining handlebar components ready for fitting. The top clamp for the forks was painted with Mr
Hobby copper mixed with some silver. After drying it can buffed a little to impart some variation in the surface,
something I've seen on the real bike. | added a brake bias adjuster to the left side handlebar, sourced from a Top
Studio 2006 Honda upgrade set. The detail in the handlebar controls is lacking, no control buttons or rocker
switches, strange given this is a recent-ish release.

The basic handlebar assembly. | addedéale wire, With the forks on it was time to fit the upper exhau:
reservior tubes, pl us seatandfueltank. The tank was simply paihblack

throttle lines, grip wires and a brake bias cable. and clearcoated. The resultant finish was so good
didn’'t need polii

The handlebar and fork assembly completion is another small milestone in the build, as it means the bike stands
on it’s wheels for the first time and you really get a sense of the home stretch looming. Next up, | add the dummy
tank, seat and finish the handlebar area. | decided to add some wiring detail behiind the clockpod using parts from
the Top Studio set, but it didn’t work out as well as I'd hoped and ended up removing it as it broke off and | then
had issues reattaching it cleanly. | did add some detail to the clockpod...a small etch part glued to the left side



which has small buttons (on the real thing) — another miss by Tamiya and what appears to be an easy one to have
included. Hey ho.

Handlebar area complete; the clockpod was modifi Despite appearences to the contrary, the seat pa
with a small etch piece, only visible upon very clo was simply painted with Humbrol flat black via
inspection. This picture features some connectors airbrush which | think offers a good in scale foam
of the pod, later removed. look.

Next job was to finish work on the cowlings — the dreaded inside surfaces. I've whined about this before, hours of
masking, 5 minutes of airbrush work and you’re done. Since completing this bike, I've learned a friend of mine does
this task via paint brush using acrylics!! So, perhaps on the next one, I'll try that if | can find a good acrylic that will
offer similar results. Anyhow, | masked up carefully using Tamiya tape and proceeded with Zero flat black. This paint
covers well, withstands a little abuse and dries fast. | did the main parts first then got to the seat parts the next day;
such was the length of time needed.
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A before and after of the cowling painting. The masking is tricky around detail parts, so | use thin tape 1
then bulked out the masking with wider sections of tape. The left side photo shows about 2 2 hours of n

up.

So, | was then able to glue on the cowlings. Remember of course, I'd hidden the screws in part one of the build.
Firstly, | mixed up some epoxy resin glue...a slow setting adhesive allowing for adjustment if needed. The front
cowling went on first followed immediately by the right side upper cowl. The left side then went on, but not after
securing the other two parts with tape. This was left over night to dry, and presented at the club meeting in a nearly
completed condition. | was pleased as | feared the alignment may have been an issue given the layers of paint, but
careful masking of the connecting areas proved beneficial. The only small problem | had was the lower cowl, which
wouldn’t sit flush with the upper cowls...some nail biting times followed when | had to sand off paint from the
mating surfaces. It’s better, but not perfect.
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The model as seen at the early March club meeting. The cowls are on here, but have yet to receive any
of the mating joints with the lower cowl. The seat s&tfust clips on but | added some white glue to help ke
it in place.

And so onto the final details; the footpegs from the kit are poor representations of the real pegs, and so these were
changed for a pair from the Top Studio Honda set. | added another Top Studio item, a quick change mechanism for
the gear shift. This is a tiny turned part with what appears to be chrome plate over the top. | added some detail
painting, shading, a wire and a spare piece of blue decal and fitted it to the modified kit part. With some jostling, it
went on....just. It does add yet more good detail. The remaining hex head screws were removed, filed down, refitted
and covered over with Top Studio etch nut heads, just big enough to cover the screw head. The screws which mount

the exhaust were replaced with solder, simply

glued into place and another etch nut made it
neat. More etch fasteners were fitted to the
fairing, cowlings and seat. | added a thin piece
of PVC insulation tape to the rear brake lever
to represent a sort of bungee strap, which
apparently was how the team ensured the
lever returned fully after use. High tech,
certainly not! The last job was to add some
washes around various nuts, washers,
fasteners and such. I've begun using Tamika’s
Panel Line  Accent  Colour, highly
recommended. Use it sparingly though.



After several years of waiting, | have finally competed a
colour corrected Repsol Honda. Furthermore, I've
managed to create a screw-less example, which helps to
make the model look more like a replica, particularly
evident in the photos. Come on Tamiya, if Hasegawa can
hide their fasteners, so can you. Aside from some small
issues, this is a fantastic kit and belies its 14 year old
vintage. My next bike kit is Tamiya’s 15 year old 2002
Honda RC211V. I'd best build it as those decals aren’t
getting any younger..!

ELECTRIFYING MODELLING — PART 2
BY TONY ADAMS

At the end of last month’s article | had got my prototype running, driving a motor, LEDs and playing a
sound file, this was demonstrated at the late April meeting. Obviously there is no way the prototype
will fit inside a model, even one as big as the 1/24 Typhoon, things are going to have to shrink a bit.

| now had to get on and do the hard work and design the printed circuit board (PCB) that would
connected to the OMEGA 2 computer and hold all the associated electronics and connections.

The prototype-it will never fit into a model!

| haven’t designed a PCB for 20 years and things have moved on considerably, fortunately there are a
number of engineers at work | could consult, as well as gain access to some good design tools.

The PCB design tool | decided to use was Proteus 8 which is reasonably low cost (zero in my case as |
could use work’s). The first stage is to draw the circuit diagrams which of course required me to
complete the design.

The prototype is powered from a USB connector providing a regulated 5V supply but in the model it
would be powered by a lithium lon battery at 3.7V. As some of the circuitry requires 5V (and 3.3V) a
boost regulator (increasing the input voltage) is required. | also needed circuitry to manage the
charging of the lithium battery (not something that you want to go wrong if you don’t want the model
to melt!).



The other circuitry to squeeze on the PCB was a PWM LED driver, the motor controller and the audio
components consisting of a MP3 codec, Digital to Analogue Converters (DACs) and audio power
amplifier. | also needed a USB controller for communication between the OMEGA2 and the audio
codec and also for software development.

The PCB will also need to host the connections to the LEDs, motors, speakers, battery, USB (for battery
charging and software development) and OMEGA 2. To get this all on a small PCB would be a
challenge.

PCB

USB Controller
P
\ OEMGA Connector LEDs
) LED Driverx 16 2
{ \ 5

OMEGA 2

Motor Driver x2 = > Motors
(or 4) 3
Lithium fon e ‘ -
Battery OEMGA Connector
Audio

MP3 Codec DACs Audio Amplifier

SystenBlock Diagram

Starting with the power supply, the boost regulator was based around a switch mode power supply
chip the LM3488, this should produce +5V at 1 amp for a nominal input voltage of 3.7V and work down
to 2V as the battery discharges. Switch mode supplies are very efficient (@80%) so shouldn’t generate
much heat but they are difficult to get to work stably, they also can produce electrical noise which
may affect the OMEGA and audio circuits (this is a bit of a risk that | can’t assess until the PCB is built).

A MCP73831 provides Lithium lon battery charging support, | intend to charge the battery from the
USB port, this does mean | need a removable panel in the model.
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The power supply is completed by a 3.3V linear regulator which can supply 500maA.

The next subsection is the LED and motor drivers. This is basically the same circuitry | prototyped and
is described in the last article. | provided connections so all of the possible 14 PWM drivers are brought
to the connectors and so are available to drive LEDs. | also provided a number of GPIO connections
from the OMEGA2 which will allow me to have more outputs and some inputs if required. In all | can
drive up to 26 LEDs and up to 4 motors— fully controlled via WiFi
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The next section is the USB controller, which was pretty much copied from the OMEGA reference

design
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The audio circuit provided the biggest challenge. The chip used on the prototype is expensive and
difficult to get hold off and | struggled to find alternatives. The package itself is a high density leadless
chip carrier which is would be almost impossible for me to hand solder meaning | would have to pay
to get the PCBs assembled — which would not be cheap.
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The audio components that eventually were scrapped

As | was concerned about board space | made the decision to drop the audio for now but provide an
expansion connection so that | could connect a second PCB which | will design later. For the Typhoon
| will cobble together a connection to a USB audio driver, similar to that | used in the prototype, fingers
crossed it will fit inside the fuselage.

This decision simplifies the design considerably and takes a lot of risk out which is important if | am
going to get the project finished for Telford in November.

With the circuit diagram complete it was time to get on designing the PCB.

PCB DESIGN

The first task is decide on the size of the PCB, obviously this needs to be
as small as possible. The OMEGA?2 itself provides a base measurement
being 42.7 mm x 26.4mm. The connections to the OMEGA (2x 16 way SIL
2mm headers) have to be precisely located, once done | placed the other
connections outside of where the OMEGA would fit, this gave me an
initial PCB footprint of 42.7mm x 36mm. The components were then
placed inside the OMEGA headers. | had hoped to get all the components
on one side but it soon became clear there was not enough room, so |
decided to put many of the passive components (resistors and capacitors)
on the back.

Thetop component placement
Once components were placed, | started to track the design. Initially |
tried to produce a two layer PCB (as they are significantly cheaper) but | would have had to make the
PCB bigger in order to get the tracks in, so | bit the bullet and opted for a 4 layer boards (3 tracking
and 1 ground plane).

| started with the power supply which requires as short tracks as possible before moving to the signal
tracks. | really enjoyed doing the layout —it is like a 5000 piece jigsaw puzzle, you constantly have to
move tracks to topologically get them where they need to go without crossing each other, in all it took
about 10 evenings to complete. The design package continually checks the tracks to maintain
minimum clearance with components and other tracks (min clearance 0.2mm).



THE COMPLETED DESIGN

The software provides a 3D model of the design which gives an idea of what the completed board will
look like (not all components are shown), The OMEGA will sit on the two inner (red) connectors.
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The actual layers of the PCB look like this :

Top Layer Bottom Layer



Inner Ground Layer Inner 2

One little flourish | added to the PCB silkscreen was an ANT
icon (for antTony - | used to add this to the PCBs | previously
designed- so this is a nod to nostalgia)

NEXT STEPS

Now | have a design, | need to get it manufactured, the price of which has
come down significantly over the last few years for small runs. The first
quote | have is £120 for 5 off PCBs on a 3 week turnaround, which is £24
each — not too bad (if | was to order 100 the price would be approx.£4.50
each). The price for prototype PCBs are cheaper still from China, | need to
work out if it is worth the saving going for a less secure provider.

The components will cost approx. £25 a board (at 5 off) again this would
come down significantly with volume. | will hand build one or two
prototypes to test, hopefully they will work Ok without too much cutting and strapping.

PCB actual size

I should get the design away for manufacture in the next week, while | wait for them to be delivered |
better get on with the Typhoon model itself. | estimate there is currently a 50/50 chance of this first
prototype working without major modification, if | need another respin of the PCB | will probably miss
my deadline for the Typhoon project( and it will cost me £200+ which will be annoying !). The next
challenge will be to build the PCBs , which due to the size of the components will be tricky —sometimes
| wish | hadn’t started this project !

| hope | haven’t bored you too much with this slightly different subject matter from our normal fare,
| have left out a lot of the detail (and maths) in order to present a general feel for what I’'m doing, if
you are interested to know more about the detail, please contact me.

| will be back to standard modelling subjects shortly... | may even get around to documenting my B-17
build.



CANADIAN FORD QUAD GUN TRACTOR / 25IB FIELD GUN
BY MARK HUSBAND

HISTORY

The Canadian Quad Ford Gun Tractor (FGT) was one of three 3 main derivatives built in large numbers
to help mobilise the various artillery regiments of the British and Commonwealth armies in the late
1930's The 'Quad' as it quickly became known was used to good effect as an artillery tractor during
the Second World War and continued to remain in service long after hostilities had ended. Canadian
built vehicles were fitted with an 85hp water cooled Ford V8 engine, a durable four wheel drive system
and heavy steel chassis, and as such reliability proved to be good allowing for basic maintenance
procedures and repairs to be carried out in the field. The angular shaped cab provided
accommodation for the detachment commander and the gun crew of usually six men with limited
storage room for essential tools and equipment, plus if need be a small amount of ready use
ammunition. Thirty two rounds of mixed ammunition were carried in the Mk27 towed ammunition
limber to supply the 25Ib field gun. During wartime service large numbers of artillery tractors with
their associated 25lb guns helped to oppose Erwin Rommel's Afrika Korp in the desert campaigns of
1942 where large concentrations of barrage fire were laid down to halt advancing enemy forces.

THE KIT

This Tamiya model kit dates back to the mid

70's and the various components modelled Bm'"s" %WRHMWN& q'__',
here can be found in 3 different option kits; UUAD GUI\ITRAETIIH ann FG'I'

(1) a stand-alone gun tractor, (2) a 25lb e R A St I
Field gun & limber with crew figures - or as o
shown here in this example (3) a Quad Gun
tractor unit complete with ammunition
limber and field gun but no crew figures.
The build was pretty much straightforward
aided by good clear instructions that are so
typical of Tamiya.

1974 Tamiya Box art work

ASSEMBLY

| decided to break the project down into three areas during construction. Following the complexity of
the tractor unit quick work was made of the ammunition limber and then finally after a careful study
of the instructions the 25lb gun completed all 3 areas of assembly. Small amounts of Milliput were
required to make good a few seams in particular when assembling the gun but very little flash if any
had to be removed during the whole build process. The clear parts provided for the 10 windows in the
tractor unit were typical of what you might find in a kit from the 70's - with the plastic a little on the
thick side, but that said with some care over the window fitting the finished effect was deemed to be
quite good.



(uad Gun Tractor

Various parts during the clearp process

PAINTING

The whole model was primed with Humbrol grey primer decanted from an aerosol can and sprayed
through an Iwata airbrush to prevent clogging up the many small parts. Humbrol M30 flat green
enamel was selected as the main base colour, which was then carefully dry brushed with Tamiya

weathering powders helping to highlight much of the surface detail and provide a somewhat overall
worn look.

Quad body shell in grey enanpglmer

Chassis and body shell almost complete bt
prior to dry brushing



CONCLUSION

When you take into account that this kit is now well over 40 years old you could say that this is a
remarkable tooling that has stood the test of time really quite well. Manufactured in this day and age
it could be improved here and there, but overall it shows that back in 1974 Tamiya really were the

market leaders in the manufacturing of model kits, this is a nostalgic kit that most model makers of a
certain age will instantly recognise.

The finished model with ‘Allied White Star’ markings for a Canadian Artillery unit during the invasion
of Normandy

Mark Husband / Romsey Modellers



REVELL'S HMS BEAGLE
BY STEVEIDSTONE

OK, I know, when it comes to choosing model kits to build I'm my own worst enemy. Having only just
recovered my sanity nearly three years after completing the rigging of a 1:48 scale model of HMS
Bounty (Romsey Modeller April 2014) | embarked on another 18th Century square rigger, Revell's 1:96
scale kit of HMS Beagle. Similar sized ship, half the scale, you'd think I'd know better at my age.

Only just started, a bit paint on the weather deck

First impressions of the kit ? After | got over the dreadful sight of two reels of cotton and a mass of
tiny blocks | started looking at the rest of the parts. | think it's safe to say that the moulds have seen
better days, there was a lot of flash, almost every part had to be trimmed and smoothed before
assembly, and some were unrecognisable as they came off the sprue.

The compass binnacle, before and after removal of the flash



The weather deck painted and awaiting its fittings, and one
the ship's boats

Once the parts had been cleaned up
they fitted together reasonably well
and the level of detail was pretty
good. The instructions were clear.
Painting as | went, the hull assembly
went smoothly.

Three small boats were provided one
to be carried on the deck, the other
two slung from davits, three sets of
which were provided. That's right,
one of the boats is missing. That's
not missing from the kit, it was never
there, the people at Revell must have
modelled the ship on a day that Mr
Darwin was away studying the
similarities between his crew and the
local monkeys. | decided to cheat a
bit and left one set of davits off.

The completed hull showing all three boats

Now the time had come to bite the bullet, step the masts and start rigging. The instructions were very
helpful on this point, there was a clear diagram showing how to attach a rope to a belaying pin, the

only problem, the size of the belaying pins.



OK, so in the end | cheated. | super
glued the ropes to the pin rack then
stuck coils of rope over the front of
the rack, still far from easy but at
least physically possible, the result
was probably not up to Royal Navy
tidiness standards, but at least
looked as if the rigging might be able
operate the sails. Fortunately Mr
Revell provided plenty of rope, as
quite a lot was wasted getting the
techniques right. Black cotton for
the standing rigging and brown for
the running rigging, tying tiny knots
with tweezers, and blobs of super

glue to stop it all unravelling. Only
The instructions, the actual belaying pins, and a penny for sc  once did | cut through one of the

bracing ropes while snipping off the loose ends, | thought that was quite an achievement.

Then we come to the sails. The kit contained a sheet of vacuum formed shapes obviously intended to
represent billowing canvas full of wind. They looked like, well, pieces of vacuum formed plastic.

The vacuum formed sail sheet after several unsuccessful attempts to make them look li
convincing sails

At this point construction of the model halted for several weeks while experimented with ways of
producing a convincing set of sails. The eventual solution turned out to be using tissue paper to
represent furled sails.



Split a tissue into its separate pliesst use one of them

Taking a standard disposable snot rag, er, tissue (I used Sainsbury's Balm but any reasonable quality
type will do just as well), peel it apart and use one of the sheets, then cut a rectangle about the right

size and shape for the sail. The vacuum formed sheet was useful here as a size guide. The shape
doesn't have to be perfect.

Cut a square about sail size

Apply a little PVA to the yard, it is easier after the yard has been attached to the mast. Stick the top

edge of the sail to the yard, then pull the bottom up, being careful not to crease it, and glue that to
the yard as well. Leave to dry.



v &=

The sail attached to the yard by its top and bottom edge:

Once the glue is dry make a number of loops of running rigging rope and loosely tie them round the
sail. The larger sails need four or six loops, some of the smaller ones need fewer. It's important not
to tighten the loops yet.

Once all the loops are in place wet the tissue.
No, not like that! Use water. | found the best
way was to insert a wet paintbrush inside the
sail, but anything that soaks the paper will
work. Then once the tissue is completely wet
tighten the rope loops. The water makes the
tissue paper heavier and more flexible, so that
it hangs like canvas. Leave it until dry.

The first loop on the fore topsail



The foresail with the loops tightened

Once the tissue paper has dried out apply a drop of super glue to the knots in the loops, and once
that's dry snip off the loose ends.

As | write this there's still some rigging and detailing work left to finish off, but she's looking distinctly
ship shaped and I'm quite pleased with the way the sails have turned out.




CLUB DIARY 2017

August 16

Late Club Night

August 13t

2017

May 17 St George Competition
June 7t Early Club Night June 3™ IPMS Salisbury Show
June 21* Late Club Night
July 5t Early Club Night July 15 ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW
July 19 Manufacturers

Competition (NonART)
August 2™ Early Club Night August 67 Boscombe Down Model Show

Avon Model Show

November 1%
November 15t

Early Club Night
Annual Competition

November 26"

September 6% Early Club Night September 16% IPMS Farnborough Show
September 20" | Late Club Night
-Photo Shoot
October 4th Early Club Night October 7% Bovington Autumn Show (TBC)
October 18" Late Club Night
November 11t/12t" | Scale ModelWorld 2016

Middle Wallop Show (TBC)
Bugle Call

December 6
December 20t

Early Club Night
Xmas Night

CONTACT INFO

Web Site

Next Meeting: Wednesday May 17"

wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk

Club President
Club Secretary
Magazine Editor
Treasurer

Show Secretary

Paul Adams
Tony Adams
Tony Adams
Paul Adams

Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208

Competition Secretary Sean Summers

(8pm to 10pm)

email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Tel: 01794 519153
Tel: 07736555664

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Tony Adams
Paul Adams
Mark Husband

Steve Lidstone

Will Booth

email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

email: ariel.19@hotmdico.uk
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BACK ISSUES

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

The Romsey Modellers Club Magazine The IPMS Romsey (Romsey Modellers) Club Magazine

The Romsey Modellers Club Magazine

September 2009

Build a Stug October 2010 Bournemouth Air Festival  Bristol F28 “The Crocodile” Typhoon I8 ARIRARA
A Pair of Hornets Tamiya 1/32 Spitfire IXc Nissan Skyline R32 Modelling Heath and Safety Hendon Show
A Presentation Spitfire Tamiya 2009 Yamaha YZR M1 Review Yamaha YZR500 IPMS Avon Show 1970 Lotus 72C

Cold War, Hot Summer ‘Build a Model” Modelling Tips Condor Tractor Unit

Painting Aircrew

Stug B ) > Club News Airfix P51D Mustang

USS Hornet Salisbury Show
Airfix Spitfire Mkla Review { H3 Sea King
Nashorn

M8 Greyhound
Club News

www.romseymodellers.co.uk

The IPMS Romsey (Romsey Modellers) Club Magazine The IPMS Romsey (Romsey Modellers) Club Magazine

November 2014

RNAS Yeovilton Show

USS Nimitz

A Big Fokker

Buckeburg Helicopter Museum

In Praise of Airliners

Supermarine Spitiire Float Plane MJ892
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Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information
thus expressed are solely those of #uthor(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Madel@17
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Proudly Supporting
ROMSEY MODELLERS

HISTORY IN THE MAKING i 8y
The ild Bereavement Support
ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW

Saturday 15% July 2017

Ampfield Village Hall Admission 10am to 4pm

Morleys Lane £3 Adults

Romsey Children and Concessions FREE

Hampshire

SO519B)J

For Information call
Tony Adams (07736555664)
email: info@romseymodellers.co.uk
Website: www.romseymodellers.co.uk



