
  



 

FEBRUARY / MARCH 2018 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the March edition of the 2018 club magazines. 

Some of you will have noticed there was no February issue. The simple answer to this was Tony was 
ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
magazine is a combined Feb/March effort, so it should be a bumper one! 

Since the last edition we have held our AGM, hosted a photo night and attended two model shows. 
Yes, our 2018 hobby year is in full swing. 

My report on the Bovington show can be found further on which was a great day out with friends and 
fellow modellers. We of course also attended the Aldingbourne Show which went ahead despite the 
Ψ.Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘΩ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘhings too much 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘȅ ƭƻǘ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜΗ 

Our recent photo night was a great success, with 23 models or dioramas brought along for me to 
shoot. Some of the images have already been seen on our Facebook group page, we had planned to 
publish them here, but due to the size of this edition that will have to wait until next month. If you 
would like to full set of images of your own models, please let me know. My only request is that you 
credit the photographer if they are published elsewhere. 

Despite having two months to write articles for this isǎǳŜΣ LΩƳ ǿŀȅ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ {ƻΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ Ƴȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
report on my Mosquito build will have to wait until next month. I began another project shortly after 
the Mosquito, but alas, family matters have trampled all over my free time and progress on my AMG 
Mercedes ōǳƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŀƭǘΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜΣ 
especially our club nights.   

Keep on building!  

Paul 

Club President 

 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up ς see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 21ST FEBRUARY 2018  

The following is a summary of the AGM. Thank you to all of you that made the effort to take part in 
the meeting and help the future of the club as a result.  

Committee  

There were no proposed changes to the positions currently held by the active members of the 
committee. David Pogson has joined the committee. Sean Summers is to pitch in with helping to take 
subs on some nights at club meetings. Steve Edwards will not be participating in committee matters 
as he is taking some time off from the hobby and the club. 

Club image/Table display 

The club is to purchase a banner/runner for the club show display which will effectively replace the 
ƭƻƎƻΩŘ ŎƭƻǘƘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ǉǳƭƭ ǳǇ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ Tony and Paul will 
look into a lit logo display for the table. The committee will also look into purchasing some modular 
perspex display shelves.   

Club Show 

The show date is confirmed as Saturday July 14th. We have Friday 13th PM to set up as per last year.  

Invites have been sent out.  Those being:  Poole, Southampton, Salisbury, Portsmouth, Aldingbourne, 
Tangmere, Farnborough, Newbury, Castle Road, and Les Garagistes. Kevin Peart and Andy Argent have 
been asked too. Barry Sharman has asked to display some of his large ships. We have also invited 
Stonehenge Modellers. Traders ς MAN Models attendance was confirmed at Bovington.  Aerobilia, 
Matador and hopefully Salisbury Model Shop will attend.  

Show organising meetings will commence in March/early April. 

Website 

The website requires substantial updates to several areas. Due to a lack of time, nothing has been 
achieved since it became a discussion 4 years ago. Tony will seek assistance in helping to update the 
website from an employee at work. The website is to hopefully include a news feed via our Facebook 
group page. It was agreed that we need to decide what we want from the website.  
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Assistance in providing content for the website was sought at the AGM, though no offers have been 
forthcoming.  

Club funds 

The club now has a new bank account with Lloyds. The account is accessible on-line and we have a 
debit card to help with purchases.  Club funds have never been better. The balance of funds is £2400. 
We owe approximately £600 for hall hire costs in 2017. We also owe Lin Smith £330.00.  Tony is to be 
added to the list of signatories this year.   

External club activities 

Our show schedule for 2018: We plan to attend, Bovington (Feb), Aldingbourne (Mar), Poole (April), 
Tangmere (May) Salisbury (June),  Avon, (Aug), Farnborough (Sept), Bovington 2 (Oct), Telford (Nov) 
and Bugle call (Nov). Middle Wallop is cancelled for this year due to Museum renovations.  

We are organising a trip to Belgium and Northern France which is due to take place in September. 

Internal club activities 

The Group Model Build (GMB) for 2018 will be based around the purchase of a Dragon 1/35th Tiger 
131 kit (Bovington); creating a diorama around the time it was captured by allied forces in 1943.   

The tool bank idea was discussed again, from which we will purchased some tools for general use by 
members.  

Some demos by Luke are planned, though we need others to help.  The idea of members display old 
to new models may be taken up if there is sufficient interest.    

Competitions 

The club competitions for 2018 are; 

American Competition ς July 18th  

Vintage kit Competition ς September 19th  

Annual Competition ς November 21st /December 19th     

AOB 

Name badges are to worn by the committee members at club nights. This used to be the norm several 
years ago. It helps new members to the group. The badges are to be updated by Tony. Holders have 
already been purchased.  

In order to help new members, we will have a current member or two chaperone them during the 
evening to help them integrate.  

In addition, Mark Husband ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΩ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  

The club membership data needs updating as many email addresses etc, are out of date.  A new form 
will be produced to this effect. 

There was no other business.   
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SOUTH WEST MODEL SHOW ς FEBRUARY 10/11TH 

This yearsΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǘ .ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ŀƴƪ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ 
We had decided early on that we would support both days of the show, even though we did not 
necessarily agree that a two day show was the way forward.  

The South West Model show would combine static display models alongside radio control models, 
and wargaming.  This has largely been that case in previous years, though this time the organisers 
have made much more effort to publicise the event (or so it felt) including a traders and exhibitors 
meal on the Friday evening before the show. I understand that this was well attended.  Our plan was 
to have a different set of members display on each day, with the option for those that wished to do 
ōƻǘƘΦ LƴŘŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭǳōǎΦ  

Our day started with our early arrival at 08:00 to the usual unloading places located outside of the 
¢ŀƳƛȅŀ ƘŀƭƭΦ hǳǊ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ {ǳƛǘŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴ Ψ[Ω ǎƘŀǇŜŘ 
table arrangement. Not ideal, but we managed to make the best of it. The table took our usual 
appearance with shelving to the rear, supporting larger models and space given to smaller projects 
and dioramas along the front, protected by our Perspex guards. Lighting helps to lift things and provide 
an overall different look to many other club displays. The usual late arrivals meant for some table 
ǊŜŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ōƻǘƘ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ L ŀǾŀƛƭŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ 
were made.    

  

  

{ƻƳŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ΨŎǊŜǿΩΦ Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎŀǘǊŀǘŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǘǳŦŦ 
we have to display!! 

Lee and I were also displaying with Les Garagistes, just a short walk away outside the entrance to the 
Tiger exhibit.  

The show opened at 10:00 and immediately the museum was buzzing with eager modellers and 
enthusiasts keen to grab bargains and ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦ LΩƳ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘŦŀƭƭ 
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numbers, but I would imagine visitors numbered at least 2000 for the day, if not more. After breakfast 
and a quick check on the table, I ventured to have a look around. It was disappointing to see fewer 
traders about, and what seemed less clubs than before.   Indeed, after speaking to one trader, the 
increase in pitch fees for the show had put many off it would seem.  What remained was the large kit 
ǘǊŀŘŜǊΩǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ wκ/ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊƎŀƳƛƴƎ, plus a few  book sellers and the like. Bargains 
were to be had, especially at the Antics stand. Some very keenly priced new Airfix kits were snapped 
ǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ млфΩǎΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŦƻǳƴŘ 
kits tƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƭǳō ǘŀōƭŜǎΦ !ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
bought anything!   

.ŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ōǊƛǎƪΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŜΩŘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ 
but one kit from the stash weΩŘ ǘŀƪŜƴΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ aƻŘŜƭǎ CƻǊ IŜǊƻŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
was a lot of interest in the models we had on display, particularly in the dioramas Luke had brought 
along, and the variety we had from the members present.  

Looking around the clubs tables, there were some fantastic models on show, and frankly some of the 
R/C stuff was impressive too. I do like those 1/6th ǎŎŀƭŜ ǘŀƴƪǎΧΦƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΗ  !ǎ 
a back drop to it all of course is the museum exhibits, as amazing as ever and a never ending source 
of inspiration and research material.  
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I spent my day flitting between the Romsey and Garagistes table, facilitated by the sheer number of 
club members manning our table.  I witnessed a near disaster at the Garagistes table when a toddler 
picked up an F1 car model removing the rear wing in the process. Thankfully there was no incidences 
of that kind at the Romsey table, though the youngsters still like to use the guards as a prop.  The 
Saturday was manic, and by all accounts less so on Sunday. Judging from the clubs leaving on Saturday, 
ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ .ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
attempt at it in October.   

Thanks to everyone that exhibited and in particular those that helped out with set up (Saturday) and 
breakdown on Sunday.  
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS  
GRAY SHARPLING 

A (hopefully) regular monthly column 

This article was originally written for intended publication in the February issue of The Romsey 
Modeller.  In fact it was completed just a few days too late to make it into the January issue!  So the 
announcement that there was to be no February issue means it has been delayed almost two whole 
months from when it was initially written, so things have moved on slightly.  .ǳǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǇƻƛƭ ŀƴȅ 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ L ŀƳ ƴƻǿ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άƛƴ-ƘŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 
something to write about. 

I must admit that I was starting to struggle for a topic to write about this time.  Then in mid-January I 
stopped prevaricating about the bush, pulled the proverbial finger out of the proverbial orifice, gave-
up procrastinating, and finally made-up my mind about something.  It was a hard decision, but once 
made it felt like the right decision.  For me at least.  So this is a sort-of follow-up piece to the very first 
YƛǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛƪ YƻƎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΥ άaƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ aƻƧƻέ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ нлмтΦ  L ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
have seen this coming a mile off. 

 DECLARING DEFEAT 

I am holding my hands-up, and am going to fully admit that I am a modelling fraud.  A failure who 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊΦ  ! proper modeller would have persevered, would have 
pushed through the pain, boredom, and inertia, and would have finished the flipping thing.  I am 
clearly not a proper modeller.  But I could take it no longer.  Despite all the money I have spent on 
after-market extras for the darned thing - photoetch parts, new decals, additional weapons sets, etc, 
etc - I have given up. 

I have called time on the Kitty Hawk F-35B project. 

I finally admitted to myself that it was extremely unlikely I would ever finish it, and have cleared the 
workbench ready for a brand new project. 

  

Variation on a theme of black-basing.  A sprayed 

mottled pattern that I hoped would give some variation 

to the resulting overall plain grey. 

After overspray with the base dark grey colour.  

Nowhere near as successful as I had hoped.  It just 

looked like I hadnôt finished painting. 

L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜ-hash all the issues with the model itself.  My travails with that kit have been well 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ  Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ 
dredge up bad memories for me.  But things had got to the point where I was doing almost anything I 
could think of to deliberately avoid sitting down at my workbench.  I was really, really not enjoying 
the build at all any more, and the merest thought of it was just filling me with dread. 

That is not how the hobby should be.  Any hobby is, by definition, meant to be something done for 
fun!  For enjoyment.  Well for me, with this particular model, the hobby had simply stopped being any 
fun at all.  Like an insidious plastic enthusiasm-vampire, that one model had drained me to the point 
where I could no longer face sitting down at my bench with that thing staring back at me. 
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With three build-articles published already, and more than I had originally paid for the kit already 
spent on various after-market extras, I felt there was a strong pressure to continue to the bitter end 
and show something for my year (!) of on-again/off-again effort, and financial expenditure.  But I just 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ  {ƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ C-35 is now in a Really Useful Box in the loft along 
with my other two previously abandoned projects, and if I am honest with myself none are likely to 
see the light of day again.  If I include my Tamiya Spitfire (see The Romsey Modeller from July 2011), 
this brings my started vs completed projects average to just 75%.  Which is another reason why I feel 
like a modelling fraud and a failure.  If anybody else wants to pick-up where I left off, without un-doing 
(too much of) what I have completed so far, then I am happy to hand-over the reins, and we could 
perhaps call it a joint-project?  But for me, I am declaring defeat.  As far as I am concerned, that 
particular project is over. 

  

 

Above:  The canopy had to be masked both outside and in.  Eduard only supplied one set 

of pre-cut masks, which I used on the inside where it was more awkward, and then hand-

cut the masks for the outside. 

Right:  The brass boarding ladder from a separate photo-etch set, intended to be used in 

addition to that already obtained from Eduard.  I over-spent on extras by far! 

Without going too far over old ground, part of the issue was my own fault.  Other than the well-
publicised issues with the quality of the kit itself, I believe I was hugely over-ambitious for my paltry 
level of modelling skills.  My mental image of what I wanted and hoped to produce, compared to what 
was actually appearing in front of me on the bench, were on a clearly divergent course and getting 
worse.  Here are just a few of many examples:  My original intentions for super-detailed wheel-wells 
and weapons bays took a huge knock when I discovered, far too late in the build to do anything about 
it (i.e.: after the fuselage had been sealed-up), that there were new resin wheel wells and weapons 
bays available that knocked spots off the feeble efforts I had managed to create by myself.  Then came 
the masking.  This particular aircraft has an intricate and complex pattern of radar-absorbent material 
patches and zig-zag lines over and around all the panels.  I started this masking, but it was very slow 
going - I spent all-day only doing less than a quarter of the upper surface of just the fuselage-spine.  It 
would have been days and days of just masking panels in tiny convoluted sections.  Also, with the 
initial paint on, I could see all the flaws in my filling, puttying and sanding of the badly fitting parts; 
and suddenly I just could not stomach continuing with it any more. 

  
Photo-etch brake-lines, which the paint refused to 

stick to, until I had to plaster it on so thick the effect 
was ruined. 

 

Innumerable ejector-pin marks on even the smallest 
of bay-doors, and on the very few supplied weapons, 
which necessitated purchase of a separate weapons-

set just to give me the additional required bombs. 
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The end suddenly seemed farther off than ever, compared to just before Christmas, when I had over-
optimistically hoped I could see the light at the end of the tunnel.  I clearly had much more to do than 
L ƘŀŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ  L ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
moment of it, even when things were slowly moving on.  So I had a good hard think, and came to my 
senses.  I decided that I wanted, no needed, to build something else.  Anything else. 

I can say that, within just a few days of making this decision, I am already starting to feel good again.  
However, I do also feel like I almost have the modelling equivalent of PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder)!  So I need to take a small break with nothing on the bench, before starting something brand 
new.  What will this new project be?  At the time of writing, I have absolutely no idea!  However, 
whatever it is, it will be something simpler, something smaller, something far less ambitious (!), and 
something that I can complete relatively quickly. 

It is like a metaphorical great weight has suddenly been lifted from my shoulders, and even now my 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎΦ  L ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǇŀƭŀǘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜǊέ 
project to ease myself back into the hobby.  Only then do I believe I can start calling myself a modeller 
once again. 

[Update: as this is being published later than expected, I can tell you that I have now started a new 
ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴȅ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ to hear 
about it.] 

 

HOBBY BOSS ZTZ 96A MAIN BATTLE TANK 1/35. 
KARL SCAMMELL 

For regular readers of this esteemed 
publication, you will remember I recently 
completed the Trumpeter DF-21 Ballistic 
Missile Launcher, so in keeping with   the 
Chinese theme I decided to build this 
Chinese main battle tank. 

 

BACKGROUND. 

The ZTZ 96 is a development of the Type 
85/88 main battle tank which first 

ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ t[! ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ a.¢ΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ урκуу ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
the original design were required. Improvements incorporated into the Type 96 included upgrading 
the main armament from 105 to a 125mm smoothbore gun and to the front turret armour. The type 
96 entered service with the PLA in 1997. 

BUILD 

As is typical for tank builds, the first task is to add the suspension arms to the lower hull, followed by 
spraying the lower hull (paint details given later in article). With the suspension fitted, the road wheels 
and sprockets were then assembled, sprayed and then attached to the hull.  
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Lower hull. Sprocket & Road wheel 

 

TRACK ISSUES 

Each track consists of ninety-four individual pieces that require gluing together. The first problem to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƻŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǘŜŜǘƘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōlem was quite common with Hobbyboss kits of this 
vintage (2010). To overcome the issue, I filed off the inner sprocket teeth which should have allowed 

the outer sprocket teeth to fit into 
the track aperture. However, this 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ as 
the fit was still far from perfect and 
aligning the tracks with the sprockets 
was still an issue. On one side this 
required the rather drastic action of 
removing the glued sprocket, drilling 
out a bore in the hull/sprocket and 
fitting a steel pin so that I could align 
the track with the sprocket. 

As the tracks are partially hidden by 
side skirts, I decided against 
assembling the full track which 

would save some time and make the subsequent painting somewhat easier. 

Once the tracks were assembled I then sprayed them with an acrylic metallic steel, followed by the 
application of a Flory models Brown wash 

The fender/mud guards were next on the list to assemble although the track would again cause issues 
with fitting of the fenders to the lower hull. Although the tracks sat inside the fender it was an 
extremely tight fit and this subsequently caused the fender to not fit squarely into the hull location 
slots. To improve this situation, I had to reduce the width of the track which fortunately was 
predominately hidden by the side skirt/mudguard. 

 TOP PLATE  

The first task was to glue the photo etch grill sets in place. However, the rear set of grill covers were 
not to the correct size. I initially thought that perhaps the wrong etch set had been packed in the box, 
but on checking, the etch set   was marked up with the correct kit details. So, I left the rear grill etch  

 

Steel sprocket axle pin 
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covers off and just fitted the larger 
front grill sets. Even these 
dimensionally seemed a little on 
the large side but I could get away 
with fitting these. 

I was also a little disappointed that 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
plastic parts for headlamp lenses 
etc. With the headlamps and 
guards fitted the top plate could 
then be glued to the lower hull. 

 

 

 

TURRET. 

With the lower hull 
complete it was 
onto the turret 
assembly, the 
detail is good, 
particularly the 
supplied 12.7mm 
machine gun which 
sits on the 

ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
cupola. 

The turret 
assembly consisted 
of attaching the 
smoke generators, 
sensors and the 
hatches which 
would be in the 
closed position. 

The stowage bins would be attached after the first base coat had been applied although these were 
assembled at this stage. The barrel consisted of a two-piece assembly which required minimal clean 
up in terms of seam lines and then it was glued into the turret socket.  

  

Turret assembly. /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǘŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ good detail. 

 

Undersized etch grill cover. 

 

Good detail, supplied QJZ-89 12.7mm machine gun. 
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PAINT. 

This tank would be shown in a three-colour disruptive pattern scheme. As previously mentioned I 
sprayed the road wheels, lower hull and tracks first before attaching the side skirts and top plate. The 
following paints were used for the disruptive camouflage scheme. 

Vallejo Model Air; Yellow Sand 71.028. Vallejo Model Colour; US Dark Green 70.893. Vallejo Model 
Colour. English Uniform (light green) 70.921.  

The lower hull, wheels and track were masked up using Tamiya tape before commencing spraying of 
the side skirts, top plate and turret. Yellow Sand was applied as the base colour with the two greens 
applied selectively as appropriate. 

 

Tracks, wheels masked, primed (Vallejo) awaiting top coats. 

With the top coats on, the decals were then applied on either side of the turret followed by one coat 
of acrylic matt lacquer. I always like to leave the lacquer for 24 hours to fully harden before applying 
any subsequent washes. With the lacquer fully hardened I then applied the Flory Models Black wash 
all over, followed by selective removal. This wash nicely tones down the applied paint finish, gives the 
finish some contrast and highlights panel lines etc. I then sprayed a brown wash over the wheels, skirts 
and lower sections of the hull and turret to represent mud/dirt pickup. With all the washes on, the 
final task was to spray a final coat of acrylic matt lacquer all over the surfaces for a final seal. 

BASE 

My plan for the base was to keep it simple, so 
I would therefore just show a muddy track 
with grass either side. For the base structure 
I used a 335 x 335mm deep picture frame 
which can be bought from the likes of 
Hobbycraft. After removing the glass, I glued 
the hardboard backing plate in position as 
this would act as the base for the tank. To 
create a slight incline towards the front end 
of the track I glued a section of foam to the 
hardboard prior to applying the plaster. 

I first applied plaster to the track, adding 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŀŎƪ ƳƛȄΩ ǘƻ create a 
textured surface. Once the plaster had 

started to harden slightly, I then took a spare piece of the tank track and pressed this into the surface 
to leave an impression. It was then a case of building up the levels where the grass will be placed. 
Instead, of a single thick plaster application I always apply multiple thin layers, allowing each layer to 

 

Base showing foam section lower left 
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dry before applying the next and if necessary sanding. With the plaster dry, I then painted the track 
with an acrylic dark earth. 

  

Plaster applied track painted. 

 The next task was glue the grass to the raised sections of plaster. The grass comes in sheet form. It 
was just a case of cutting the sheet to the required size and gluing using PVA to the plaster surface. To 
create a more natural looking edge between the grass and the track, I randomly added various grass 
tufts (Greenline products) and various small stones. To create a shadow effect within the deeply rutted 
areas of the track, I selectively applied a black wash to these areas. Finally, to create a wet effect in 
these areas I again selectively applied some PVA which would dry clear and glossy, hopefully, 
replicating water pooling in these areas. 

 

Base complete. 

CONCLUSIONS 

It was unfortunate that this kit was let down by the various track issues as otherwise in terms of build 
and detail the kit is very good. The turret and commanders machine gun in terms of detail are quite 
superb. Despite the issues I had with tracks I enjoyed this build and I am pleased with the final results. 
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ROMSEY MODELLERS WW1 BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2018 

Following on from the success of last years tour of Normandy, this year we are proposing to undertake 
a tour of some of the WW1 battlefields. 

Although no definitive plans have been made, we are thinking of spending a couple of days in the 
Ypres/Flanders region of Belgium and possibly a day in the Somme region of France. At present we 
are probably looking at a trip duration of between 3-5 days during September. 

To give you an idea of what we possibly might see, I have listed some of sites and museums that could 
be visited in each region. 

Ypres/ Flanders  
 

¶ British cemetery Tyne Cot  

¶ Sanctuary Wood Trench Museum. 

¶ Hooge Crater Museum. 

¶ Flanders Fields Museum. 

¶ Memorial Museum Passchendaele. 

¶ Meningate Memorial ς Last Post Ceremony 8pm daily. 
 
Somme region 

¶ Grande Guerre museum. 

¶ Newfoundland Park Trenches. 

¶ Thiepval Memorial & Museum. 

¶ La Boiselle. 
 
So far 5 members have expressed an interest in making this trip. For those interested in making the 
trip we would like confirmation by early April, so that hotel bookings can be made. We will be unable 
to give a definitive costing until we have a firm idea on the numbers attending. If you wish to express 
an interest then speak to either myself, Luke, Paul or Tony at one of the forthcoming club meetings. 
Alternatively, I can be contacted via Facebook or e-mail at karlscammell@hotmail.com   
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VIETNAM MILITARY HISTORY MUSEUMς HANOI  
TONY ADAMS 

During my recent trip to Thailand and 
Vietnam I spent several days in Hanoi. 
My wife and I arrived during the Tet 
New Year holiday which meant that 
many of the public buildings were 
closed, so for the first few days we had 
to walk around the city, taking in the 
sights from outside (and of course 
eating and drinking in excess).  

On our final day the museums opened, 
so with my wife dragging behind we 
made our way to the Vietnam Military 
History Museum. The museum is 
located in on old colonial building next 
to a medieval watch tower dating back 
to the (many) wars with China during the second millennia. 

We paid of 40,000 Dong entrance fee (about £1.20) and entered into the main courtyard where a MIG-
21 was displayed. 

The first section of the museum detailed the many local conflicts with China, many of which I was in 
complete ignorance , not that I was that much further informed when I left the section as the 
information was generally in Vietnamese or French. 

Taken from a placard on the Vietnamese Military History Museum 

 

214 - 207 BC :Resistance war against the Qin 208 - 179 BC :Resistance war against the Zhao 40 - 43: Resistance 

war against the Eastern Han's domination 542 - 548 : Resistance war against the Liang's domination 603: 

Resistance war against the Sui's domination 687 - 905 : Resistance war against the Tang's domination 930 - 

938 :Resistance war against the Southern Han 1077 : Resistance war against the Song 1258 - 1288 : Resistance 

war against the Mongolian 1406 - 1427 : Resistance war against the Ming's domination 1785 - 1789 :Resistance 

war against the Siam - Qing 1858 - 1954 : Resistance war against the French colonists 1954 - 1975 : Resistance 

war against the America imperialist, liberation of the nation 

The majority of the museum was unsurprisingly about the 20th century war against the French, South 
Vietnam and the US (which was termed the war of American Aggression -  fair enough). The tone was 

 
 

Vietnamese MIG-21 located prominently outside the main entrance. 
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unashamedly patriotic with many displays centring on the heroic role of the Communist party and Ho 
Chi Minh. 

A large portion of the displays are used to symbolize and reinforce the willpower and determination 
of the Vietnamese. The museum also has a large compilation of posters, newspapers and pictures 
demonstrating the global support condemning the Americans.  

Outside the museum is a collection of aircraft and AFVs named the "Garden of Broken toys" which 
were shot down by the Vietnamese or left behind in the fall of S. Vietnam. 

The centrepiece is an impressive sculpture made up of shot down aircraft, I Identified B-52 , Skyraider 
and Phantom parts 

The museum is well worth visiting and creating provides a different view on the Vietnam conflict that 
gave me pƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΧ 

  

Yours truly in front of a T-54 And again outside the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum  

  

A multi arrow bow ς nasty ! 
 

The US had Med Vac Hueys ς The Vietnamese had 
bikes! 
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The centrepiece sculpture 
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DH 89A DRAGON RAPIDE: A TALE OF TWO BUILDS 
RICHARD STEWART 

I was asked recently to do a commission build for a colleague who was leaving the AA. It took a little 
bit of time to think of what to build but then I remembered that at our head office in Basingstoke we 
have a very large model of a DH 89a in our reception area. The AA (like the RAC) had used one in the 
мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ слΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ  

  

In need of a little TLC on the rear horizontal stabilizers and a dusting! 

As the injection moulded kit was not in production I decided to put a call out to my fellow compatriots 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ όǿƻǊƭŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎΗύ wƻƳǎŜȅ aƻŘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǎǘŀǎƘΩ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ Iŀƭƭ 
ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ±ŀŎ CƻǊƳ wŀǊŜ tƭŀƴŜ ƪƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ тлΩǎΦ !ǎ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ±ŀŎ ŦƻǊƳ L 
thought the challenge will do me good (little did I know!). 

THE KIT 

Well there was not much to look at, no sprues filled with components asking to be detached (in the 
correct sequence) to build this. The kit consisted of 3 sheets, 2 white plastic and one clear.  

  

Fuselage hard clear acetate The other two sheets a very stiff plastic! 

Well after reading information on the internet on how to proceed. It was time to start removing the 
ǇŀǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ΨŜƴǘƻƳōƳŜƴǘΩΦ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜƭƛōƭŜ ƛƴƪ pen 
helps to give an idea of what needs to be sanded off the part when it is removed. This worked very 
well and if I was going to make another Vac form kit then I would use this idea again. As I intend never 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ±ŀŎ CƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƻƴΩǘΗ 
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I masked of the canopy area to avoid marking 
and used my bare Metal Foil Panel Scriber to 

remove the parts 
 

As can be seen when the two removed fuselage 
parts are together you can see how much 

material has to be sanded between the black 
marks  

 

REMOVING AND CLEANING 

This did take some time as everything had to be removed sanded and cleaned. My desk looked more 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƴŎƘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Řǳǎǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  

   

 
 

The seats were very rudimentary so I ΨōŜŜŦŜŘΩ 
them up a bit with some green putty and added 

tape seat belts 
 

I painted the interior the correct colours, and 
fitted bulk heads, instrument panel and wing 

main spars then glued the fuselage halves 
together with Araldite   

 

WINGS AND THINGS 

Certainly, makes you appreciate that when you build an injection moulded kit all you have to do is 
ensure the sprue stubs are cleaned off and the alignment of the parts are all pre designed in  

Not one of these!! 
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How to hold onto flat parts when sanding down 
 

Once washed and cleaned all ready for 
assembling 

Again once all the fits were checked then they were glued together with Araldite (This will be a strong 
model!) 

 

  

Filled the Engine nacelles with putty to give 
weight and strength to them  

 

Wings completed with nacelles attached 
Note: I made a steel lower wing spar for extra 

strength (and Coz I felt like it!) 

It was also about this time I noticed some alignment issues and although slight would detract from the 
model and so decided this would not be the one I would be presenting and started looking for an 
injected moulded one. (More on that in the next chapter!) 

  

Main wings on with metal rod in rear tail plane 
to accept rear horizontal stabilisers  

 

Used plastic rod for smaller struts as life was 
too short to remove them from the plastic 

sheet! 



 
 

23 

TIME TO FILL 

This was a major exercise! Due to the large gaps with all the joining surfaces more sanding/smoothing 
then refilling and re-ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǎƻ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ my liking and 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΗ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ 

TIME TO PAINT 

I had some Halfords silver paint that I decanted and waited for the gas to expel itself and used my 
airbrush to apply (after masking the transparencies). It was then I noticed the paint had a slight 
metallic hue to it. So I checked the spray can and yes it was a metallic Silver!  

I could have at this stage resprayed it with Tamiya Aluminium Silver but I liked the finish so decided to 
let it be. 

 

  

Note the decal set was from S & M Models  Window frames completed with Bare Metal Foil  

  

ON THE HOME STRAIGHT 

It was time to apply the decals which I had ordered from Hannants and were from S&M Models. This 
is a very nice set and covers both the AA and RAC variants. I used aluminium bare metal foil for the 
window frames and EZ line for the rigging. 

  

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΗ 
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THE LAST BIT 

These aircraft had a light at the front. I was determined to put one on this plane also, so I cut the end 
off a LED light painted the back silver and cut the nose off the plane. Last bit was the propellers which 
I again had to release from the plastic sheet, clean up, paint and attach.  

  

Bit of surgery! With the cut LED nose down in 
the white tack 

Give me an injection moulded kit anytime! 
 

 

 

  



 
 

25 

HELLER 1/72 DH 89A DRAGON RAPIDE! 

This kit came out in 1996 and is vastly different to the Vac formed one previously described. The sprues 
and detail finish though does hark back to kits I remember as a kid in the 19тлΩǎΦ wƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

sprues un-bagged and rattling 
around in the box (this caused some 
scratching to the front canopy 
which I had to repair). In fact, the 
cellophane covering the outside of 
the box would have been better 
inside! 

The kit overall is very basic but there 
is room for some extra detail work 
and there is an etch kit available 
(KPE 72032) which I ordered from 
Hannants and comes with a detailed 
instrument panel, rudder bar, 
throttle levers, switch packs, pilots 
seat belt and map holder. Externally 
you get passenger window framing, 

vertical stabiliser actuator rod, aileron actuators and side access door handle.  

 
 

The instrument panel is a work of art! And its on 
my little finger!! 

 

Just before fitting the internal passenger 
window glazing then fitting the fuselage halves 

together 

  

While the fuselage was drying I set to work on the nacelles and used the same technique as the 
last build and filled them with putty which would give some strength to the plane as I will be 

pinning it to a base. 
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WINGS 

  

So nice not to cut them out of a sheet of card 
first! 

 

Top wing being fitted. Note: I have already 
applied a masking set from Thunderbird models 

on the pilots and passenger transparencies  

  

Engine nacelles glued to lower wing compared 
to Vac Form one 

 

Main Wings attached (Lower one tacked on) 
again with a comparison with the Vac Form one 

on the right  
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PAINTING  

I used my own mix of colours to get the specific AA one I was happy with and sprayed it on using my 
Harder and Steinbeck airbrush at approx. 20 psi 

  

Due to the complex decal application I left the 
lower wing detached until the decals were 

applied 

Benefits of using a pre-cut masking set 
 
 

  

Had to make my own mask for the engine 
nacelles as the decal set did not supply those. 

All main painting complete. A coat of gloss and 
its down to the decal application. 

  

Time to permanently attach the lower wing 
assembly  

ΧŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀƭǎ 

 












































