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AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2018 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our August/September 2018 issue of the magazine. 

There have been some changes since my last column for the magazine. Due to time constraints and 
other pressures, a sensible decision has been taken to reduce the magazine to bi-monthly editions. 
This will mean that we will only publish twice more this year, in October and December, and then 
every two months thereafter.  The time it takes to write, edit and publish the magazine amounts to 
around 10 hours for Tony alone.  Something has to give. It does however mean that we may see less 
build articles spread over more than one issue, space as always, permitting. Please keep sending us 
your articles and model related prose, they are the life blood of the publication.  

Our third model show has been and gone. Tony writes this year about it in depth further on, but I must 
say I was relieved after the event as it had been the most worrying beforehand.  5 clubs pulled out, 4 
of which were during the few weeks leading up to the show. Worry not however; as some layout 
massaging meant that no one noticed our shortfall! Indeed, as we had a better balance of traders and 
clubs it actually improved the show, particularly with traders reporting good business.  We did of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ΨǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƪŜǇǘ ŦƻƻǘŦŀƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ нлмт ōȅ 
nearly 30%.  We operated like a well oiled machine this year, with set up running smoothly, breakdown 
equally as efficient and the show, well everyone had a task and carried it out very professionally.  
Thank you to everyone that helped out from the club, to the traders for supporting us once more and 
to all of the visitors we had on the day. Brilliant stuff, well done everybody.  

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ tƭŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǇ ǘƻ ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
put our own show on the map. The 2019 show will be held at Crosfield hall in Romsey town centre. At 
least 4 times the space we currently enjoy, and a venue worthy of us. More on that as plans progress. 

In other news, after 12 years of tenure I have left Les Garagistes.  It would be fair to say there has been 
friction in the club between myself and Shane. This has been on the verge of boiling over on occasion 
in the last few years, and so following the departure of Duncan from the club, I have joined him, though 
it seems that Garagistes assǳƳŜŘ LΩŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƳŜ ΨƭŜŦǘΩŀƴȅǿŀȅΗΗ  bŜǾŜǊ-mind; onto 
bigger and better things.  

In other, other news, I am in the process of clearing my modelling room as the room is required for 
another use. As I occupy the spare bedroom, and have done so for 14 years, this has come as a bit of 
a blow. I live in a small 3 bedroom semi, and space is at a premium.  My models, tools and supporting 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ΨǊǳōōƛǎƘΩ όƛƴǎŜǊǘ 
other word there!) I have connected with the hobby. An incredible amount of items that have 
accumulated over the last 23 years of modelling are staggering. No wonder there was little room for 
actual model making!  As a result, I will not have a modelling space for probably 12 months at least. 
My stash of 140 kits will not get built anytime soon it seems. The plan is to erect a 10x8 workshop in 
ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ LΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦ    

Enjoy the first of our new series of double issues. 

 

Paul 

Club President 
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up ς see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

BRAISHFIELD RAF 100 1ST SEPTEMBER 2018 

The club has been invited to display a selection of our models at an event to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the RAF. The event to be held at Brashfield Village Hall will feature a number of displays 
and participants related to the RAF. We will have around 18ft of table space, to exclusively feature 
RAF models. Even if ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ w!C ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
appreciated.  The event starts at 2pm and finishes at 5pm. Further details will be announced on our 
Facebook page.  

 

 

NEXT SHOW: FARNBOROUGH MODELFEST 15TH SEPTEMBER   

Our next show will be our annual vist ito Farnorough on 
the 15th September where we will have 12 foot of table 
space 
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DE HAVILLAND MUSEUM  VISIT ς  SHENLEY, LONDON  23RD JUNE 2018 
PAUL ADAMS 

A small group of us made the trip to the de Havilland Museum just north of London in late June as a 
way of carrying out further research on the unofficial group Mosquito build. As Tony, Richard, Mark 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻΩǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎŎŀƭŜǎΣ it seemed apt to take advantage of a close up 
view of 3 versions of the wooden wonder. To whet our appetities on the journey up,  Richard 
ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ Ψсоо {ǉŀǳŘǊƻƴΩΦ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
banter in the back. Never has such a movie been torn to pieces by any film critic, but these three made 
.ŀǊǊȅ bƻǊƳŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƎŜƴǘƛƭŜ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΦ Φ Ψaƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŀƛǊ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗ  {ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ слΩǎΗ  

¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ΨƧǳǎǘΩ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻΩǎ ς as there are other areas and halls with de 
havilland avaition examples throughout the plot.  Indeed the civil aircraft are in many ways just as 
interesting to see particularly given the history of such aircraft as the Comet.  

  

 

Our tour began with checking in at the entrance area, which is filled with a number of jet engines and 
a handy snack bar, complete with shopping area for memorabilia, model kits and books. In the lobby 
are a large collection of old aircraft books for sale. We meandered around for a shortwhile before 
setting off for the main attraction. Outside of the main hall is a memorial for all air and ground crew 
that worked on the Mosquito complete with donated paddle propeller blade.  

  

 

Upon entering the side entǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘŀƴƎŜǊ  ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀǊ ҁ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 
fighter bomber verison (TA634), resplendent in its grey/green camouflage.  Immediatley thereafter 
you are confronted with the brightly painted prototype version, W4050. I had never really paid much 
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ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
must build model for the collection. I was sorely tempted by a rather stirring painting of the aircraft 
banking over Salisbury Hall iƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǎƘƻǇΧΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿŀǎ 
while it held the world speed record, some 428mph. Tucked into the back of the hall is TA122, a MKVI, 
which is undergoing restoration work, so it is only viewable from the front.  Around the perimeter of 
the hall are countless articles, features, memorablia, models and artifacts. The hall really is too small 
to house and display these precious aircraft, so hopefully some more cash will be made available to 
construct a larger hanger.    

  

  

  

Outside of the main hanger is a french airline Comet fuselage, which is accessible by the public  - so a 
walk through the passenger accomodation is possible, as well as viewing the cockpit. The version is 
the ill-ŦŀǘŜŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿŜŘ ǘȅǇŜΧΦǎŜŜƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎe early airliners were constructed is a bit of an 
eye opener to say the least, especially when you can see how thin skinned they were.  In an adjacent 
ƘŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 5Ŝ IŀǾƛƭƭŀƴŘǎΣ ƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛǇƳƻƴƪΣ IƻǊƴŜǘ aƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƳǇƛǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ 
see in here too, with an abundance of information on hand. Further along I was fascinated to see the 
restoration area for a Rapide, sealed off, but viewable through the many windows surrounding the 
project.  

An large open area contains several civilian aircraft, Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ тлΩǎ ŀƴŘ улΩǎ ŜǊŀ ǳǇƘƻƭǎǘŜǊȅ 
and carpets  - ƻƘ ƳȅΣ ȅŜƭƭƻǿǎΣ ōǊƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƭǳŜ ǘƻƻΧΦǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ 
with a headache at best.  Interestingly, these too were all accessible and striking due to their size, tiny 
cockpits, narrow walkways and very basic toilet facilities.   
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We left around 1.30pm after a good 3 hours at the museum and went off for a quick lunch break and 
ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ мл ƳƛƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ w!C IŜƴŘƻƴΦ    L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ IŜƴŘƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ 
held there, so I was looking forward to seeing the exhibits again.  

The old Battle of Britain hall has now been revamped and bristles with a modern musuem feel, with 
lots of interactive screens to play with, as well as some new exhibits, most of which are hung from the 
roof. The Sunderland still graces the old froƴǘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳ ²ƘƛǘŜ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ hƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǾŀƳǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
new exhibits make this the best of what the museum has to offer.  Surely this must be amongst the 
best WW1 airŎǊŀŦǘ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ   ¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜǿΩ Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ 
was closed for maintence so it was off to the main hall area which plays host to most of the museums 
exhbits includng the bomber hall. A number of the BoB exhibits have now found a home here including 
the rare Stuka, Heinkel and Me109E2. Our 4th Mosquito of the day was found in the bomber hall (like 
buses these aircraft!!) ς another bomber version  - identical certainly externally to the DH Museum 
verison, and according to the info I found on the net, moved to the bomber hall with the expert help 
of the DH restoration staff.  One interesting addition was the opportunity to sit in a Spitfire (a MKXVI) 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ ϻмлΦ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǾƛǎƛǘΦ    
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After a quick two hour walk through we were all ready for home and set off just after 4pm. This was a 
day out I was looking forward to very much and it delivered in spades. The DH museum is well worth 
a visit, if only to witness 3 mosquitos together and given the short drive to Hendon, both Museums 
can be visited and enjoyed in one day. Thank you to Tony for carrying out the driving duties once again, 
and to Will, Richard and Mark for their company. Where are we going next??       

 More information on the DH museum can be found here: https://www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk/  

US COMPETITION ς MAIN MEETING, JULY 18TH 

Our first contest for 2018 was in the form of the American competition, any thing related to, however 
tenuos, to trumpland qualified.  An entry of 13 models from 9 modellers fought for the trophy ς it was 
ǘƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ мκонnd Super Sabre just edging out the dioramas of Andy (Ambush) and 
[ǳƪŜ ό.ƛƎ /ŀǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎύΣ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΩǎ excellent Amptrack leading the best of the rest.  Well done to 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ hΩaŜŀǊŀ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ 
ǎƭƛǇΧΦŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΗ 

The next competition is the Vintage contest held during the main September meeting.   

 

Dave Pogsons winning 1/32 F-100 SuperSabre 

 

  

https://www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk/
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10 

 

RESULTS FORIPMS ROMSEY ΨAMERICANΩ /COMPETITION JULY 2018 

 

Entry No 

 

Entrant Model Title 1stΩǎ 

(3 pts) 

2ndΩǎ 

(2 pts) 

3rdΩǎ 

(1 pts 

Total 
points 

Placing 

1 Tony Adams B17 I  I 4 9TH 

2 Tony Adams P51 Mustang  I III 5 8TH 

3 Andy  James Ambush IIII IIIIIIIII I 31 2ND 

4 David Pogson Super Sabre IIIIIIIII III III 33 1ST 

5 Luke Hayes Big Cat 
Hunting 

IIIII IIII IIIIIII 30 3RD 

6 Sean Summers F-105 II II I 11 5TH 

7 Malcolm Grant Amptrack IIII II IIII 20 COMMENDED 

8 Sean Summers F-18     - 

9 Karl Scammell RSOV     - 

10 Malcolm Grant P47 
Thunderbolt 

 III II 8 6TH 

11 Steve Lidstone USS New 
Jersey 

I   3 10TH 

12 Malcolm Grant Leaky I  II 5 7TH 

13 5ŀǾŜ hΩaŜŀǊŀ ?     - 
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IPMS AVON SHOW ς 5TH AUGUST 2018 
PAUL ADAMS 

One of the largest one day models shows in the UK, the Avon show is regarded by many as a must visit 
event, pitched nicely in the calendar in early August, it is very well supported by some of the biggest 
model clubs, and large traders. It also boasts a healthy competition, with some models appearing that 
are clearly aimed at taking a trophy or two at Telford.  The facility at the Thornbury Leisure Centre 
now benefits from a new café which was very well run, with fresh hot food, sandwiches, hot and cold 
ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ {ƘŀƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘΧǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǊŜ-vamp.  

  

With available members in short supply, Tony and I made the trip across the M4 in what we thought 
ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ aрΧŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŜƭŀȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƙŀƭǘ ŦƻǊ нл 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΗΗ  ²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
the venue and managed to set up with just 10 minutes to go before the show opened. Conveniently, 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ŜŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ LƎƻǊΩǎ /ǊŀȊȅ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘǊŜǿ 
many visitors all day. This meant at least Tony and I could get away from the table when needed. We 
set up a display that was largely aircraft based, with a few of my car and bike subjects thrown in for 
variety. I also took the 1/32nd Mitchell that, despite many bits falling off on the journey up, garnered 
many photos all ŘŀȅΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƎ ŦƭŀǇΣ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƎŜŀǊ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛǘƻǘ ǘǳōŜΧΗ 
With set up complete Tony went about canvassing traders and clubs for our 2019 show, most of which 
appeared to demonstrate some interest in attending, indeed we had a few return slips back that day. 
We also had more of the Lin Smith kit collection to dispose of ς which got off to a slow start, but 
nevertheless, we shifted a good number throughout the day and made yet more money to donate to 
Model For Heroes.   

  

 

Around that tables were hundreds of models spread throughout the 3 halls ς notable for the 
oppressive heat that only got worse as the day wore on, but relief was at hand if you ventured into 
the competition area as the air conditioning made for very pleasant viewing! Traders too were 
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ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ 
little point in splashing out, even for tools or supplies. Tony bagged a great buy at the end of the day, 
an Airfix 1/72nd Vulcan compƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƴ ǎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ϻслΧ  

  

  

 

 

So, another great show day out ς it was good to have a chance to chat with Russell, Lee, Les Cooper 
and a few others as they appeared, and to see some breath-taking model making.  A big thank you 
once again to Tony for the expert driving...  
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THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2018 
TONY ADAMS 

As the dust settles on our third what will probably be our last 
show at Ampfield Village Hall we can reflect on how far we have 
come as a club over the period. We have now an established and 
popular event which we can build upon in the coming years as me 
ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǾŜƴǳŜΦ bƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΣ ŦƛǾŜ 
of our exhibitors pulled out in the run up to the show which 
required quite a bit of reorganisation to ensure that the space was 
filled. We were also hit by a combination of other events 
όwƻƳǎŜȅΩǎ Beggars Fair, Fairford, a wargaming show at Bovington 
and England playing in the World Cup) which affected visitor 
numbers. Revenue was down on last year but we still made a 
profit which will allow us to make a decent charitable donation.  

Next year our show will be on Sunday 14th Wǳƭȅ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
the same level of competition, I am confident this was just a blip. 
Despite the drop in numbers the atmosphere in the hall was 
brilliant, it is a big feature of our show that it is such a friendly 
event (more like a club meeting than a show as one of our visitors 

commented), there was plenty of quality modelling on show   

 

Our traders , MAN Models, Salisbury Model Centre, Matador Models , Aerobilla and Colin Lee all 
reported good sales and said they would be back again next yearΦ ²Ŝ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻолл ƻŦ [ƛƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
models which was a cracking return (25% of which will go to our charities).  
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As per last year we asked our guest exhibiters to choose the best model on display and the selection 
ended up pretty unanimous with Barry SharmanΩs HMCS Agassiz being voted Best in Show (a slightly 
more prestigious award than the one he got at Telford!). Paul Adams presented Barry with the Trophy 
and a £40 voucher to spend at MAN Models.  

 

Paul Adams presents Barry Sharman with the best in show trophy  

 

Sean did a fine job with the raffle which had a lot of interest (and some intense rivalry at one stage), 
thank you to everybody who contributed.  

 

 

Models for Heroes held a Donate and Create event, it was great to 
see kids taking an interest in our hobby , hopefully they are now well 
and truly  hooked and are now doomed to a life stashing models they 
will never build like the rest of us. 
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In the kitchen the three Amigos (plus helper) once again churned out Bacon butties and Burgers, 
working in intense heat, they seemed to enjoy their task judging by the amount of mirth emulating 
from the kitchen hatch. 

All too soon the day was over, we packed that hall up in record time and by 5:30 we were in the pub 
to reflect on another successful show. 

 

THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2019 

We have now provisionally booked Crosfield hall for 
Sunday 14th July 2019 for what will be a considerable 
expansion of our show. We need to create a floor 
plan but I would expect to be able to accommodate 
over 20 clubs and 10 traders. 

The expanded show will inevitably require a lot more 
organisation, so we will need to call upon the efforts 
of more club members. We have already started 
publicising the show, and have invited a number of 
new clubs while we were at the Avon show. 

Early in the autumn we will start planning in earnest, 
which will no doubt require a number of visits to 
local pubs. 

9ȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΧ 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS   
GRAY SHARPLING 

²Ŝƭƭ L ŘƛŘ ƛǘΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ YƛǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛƪ YƻƎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 
a single issue yet.  I am very hopeful that I can keep up the momentum for the next twelve months 
too, especially now that: a) I have actually started building the occasional model again, and b) time 
pressure has eased with the magazine schedule switching to bi-ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅΦ  aȅ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
seem to be finding subject matter to talk about, but thinking up alliterative sub-titles. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ƛǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅ 
ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 
July, I can tell that this ill-fitting glue-bomb disaster would not have stood a chance.  So it was perhaps 
better for my ever-ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ŜƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΚ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ L ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
time for this article to make it into the August issue of the club magazine. 

 ANNIVERSARY AMBITIOUSNESS 

Hasegawa 1/48th Sikorsky SH-3D Sea King 

So did you guess which kit I 
ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊΚ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ 
myself until mid-May.  There 
was a particular new mould kit 
that was a strong contender in 
my mind for a long time, but 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
been entered in either of the 
mid-year competitions as it 
was: a) not American, and b) 
too new.  Plus it would have 
meant me having to go and buy 
ƛǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇ ƪƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
not (yet?) available from Ayrey 
- ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƛǎǘ ƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
have any in-stock.  In the end 

though, my wallet won that battle, and I elected to reduce the stash by one more kit.  I just hoped I 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ άǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

I already ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ 9Řέ ǇƘƻǘƻŜǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǎƘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘ ǎǇƭŀǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ 
some new paints.  Until now, apart 
from some small trials with various 
metallics, all of my paints have 
been good old Tamiya acrylics.  For 
this kit however, I was tempted 
into trying something new - for me 
at least.  Vallejo have recently 
added a lot of new colours to their 
Model Air range, especially in box-
sets, so I thought I would give 
them a try.  Box-set number 71155 
άUS Navy & USMC Colors from 70's 
to presentέ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ 
never used any Vallejo paints ever 
before, so let the experiment 
begin. 
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This kit took far more planning that I had needed to do for a long time.  The original kit dates back to 
1992 (almost, but not quite early enough to be eligiōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ Yƛǘέ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 
had several new versions and variants added to the basic kit over the years.  So the box included a lot 
of parts that would not be needed for the particular variant I was building, which was a classic 1969 
Sea King based on USS Hornet (before the ugly intake-shield was a standard-fit - ie: the one on the 
box!).  So I had to go through every sprue and mark the part-number tags with a red or green 
permanent marker just to indicate which copy of the many (seemingly) duplicated parts should be 
used on my chosen variant.  I was also surprised to find a small fret of photo-etch parts in the box too!  
For a 25-year-old kit, this was almost unheard of?  Although the Eduard set replaced most of these 
anyway. 

I started by drilling out relevant holes, opening up the vents in the plastic, and gluing down the photo-
etch replacements. Then I moved on to the cockpit, with its pre-painted Eduard photo-etch control 
panels and seat-belts. 

  
Drilling out weight-saving holes ƛƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ  aǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ άŘƛƳǇƭŜǎέ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ 

 

  
Opening up vents and replacing with photo-etch grills. 

I must have become too accustomed to Bandai - the sprue-gates seemed huge to me. 
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Adding styrene-tube drive-shafts that go from the turbines to the gearbox through the exhausts. 

Behind the quite well detailed cockpit, the main fuselage interior was completely devoid of any detail.  
L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ-build anything back there, especially given how little would be seen 
through the windows anyway.  Plus both side-ŘƻƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǳƭŘŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
to hack the kit up to try and open them!  So I simply just painted the entire fuselage interior matt black 
to disguise the fact that there was no interior detail whatsoever. 

  
Coming sacrilege - sanding off the quite nice console detail to allow for the photo-etch. 

 

  
Cockpit completed with Eduard pre-painted consoles and seat-belts etc. 

The two out-rigger sponsons for the undercarriage presented me with my first need of filler on this 
model so far.  They were a very tight fit with the undercarriage bays, and I ended up with a fairly 
prominent seam down the centre of each sponson.  So out came the filler and sanding sticks.   
<< shudder >> 
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That done, it was suddenly time to button-up the fuselage already.  However, as expected, since this 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ .ŀƴŘŀƛ- or Tamiya-quality kit by any stretch of the imagination, after getting the fuselage 
together there was quite a prominent join-seam to be sorted - especially down the nose.  Out came 
the filler and sanding sticks again <grumble, grumble>.  Plus fit of the main canopy was pretty bad, but 
that might have been partially my fault in how I fitted the cockpit into the fuselage?  The best 
compromise I could come up with was to slightly twist the fuselage with some big clamps so the 
canopy fitted better, glue it in place, and hope it all held together when I released the clamps.  So far 
it seems to be doing OK, but I am rather disappointed at how it fitted generally.  The age of the kit was 
showing badly! 

Then, finally, it was on to the main painting.  The Eduard masking set went down very nicely, and saved 
ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ άǳƴŘŜǊŎƻŀǘέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ-frame interior the right colour, I primed 
the whole fuselage with light grey Tamiya Fine Surface Primer straight from the rattle-can.  When that 
had dried, it was on to pre-shading.  I stuck to my old tried-and-trusted method here.  My previous 
attempt at black-ōŀǎƛƴƎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎƻ L ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛǘΦ  LΩƭƭ 
try and get adventurous with that newer technique another time. 

 

Eduard masks in place and ready for primer. 

 

Primed and pre-shaded, it was time to try-out the new (to me) Vallejo paints as mentioned earlier.  
The fuselage was to be two basic colours - 71279 Insignia White (which has a very subtle cream tinge) 
for the upper two-thirds, and 71121 Light Gull Grey (which to my eye has the slightest beige hint) for 
the lower hull - Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ  ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
colours, so if I had been using Tamiya acrylics, I would have just used XF-2 (plain) white and XF-19 Sky 
Grey as close approximations instead.  So the Vallejo colours are more accurate at least. 

Vallejo Model Air paints are supposed to be able to be used in your airbrush straight from the bottle.  
I must admit, I found them to be a little thick!  Even with a few drops of Vallejo Flow Improver, which 
is just a drying retarder, my first attempts were not entirely satisfactory.  So I went and ordered some 
±ŀƭƭŜƧƻ ¢ƘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άƎƻƻŘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ - for me at least.  I want to give these new (to me) paints a fair trial, and not abandon the 
experiment at the very first attempt. 

I do like the little Vallejo eye-dropper bottles though.  Much easier to both use, and to judge paint 
amounts more accurately.  Some people have complained ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇƻǳǊ ŀƴȅ ǳƴ-used paint out 
of your airbrush cup back into the pot with these bottles, but of course you can!  The little dropper-
tip is a tight push-fit, but it just pulls straight out, and then you can easily return un-used paint without 
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wastage.  I even went as far as buying a lot of small nuts to use as paint agitators, dropping one into 
each bottle.  Mixes the paint much better with simple shaking.  Whether I stick with Vallejo or not (the 
jury is still out), I am very tempted to keep the ōƻǘǘƭŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ 
paints into them just for the convenience factor. 

 

Main painting complete.  Every time I look at it I alternate - the pre-shading is too visible; or not 
visible enough.  Which I guess means it must be about right?  LǘΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ L 

ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǿŀǎƘΧ 

 

Finishing was a bit of a rush, as I was trying to get it done in time to make it into the magazine as a 
finished model, so I was grabbing time whenever I could towards the end.  After main painting, came 
the usual final flurry.  Spray a gloss coat (Airfix Clear); apply decals (that took two days as there were 
so many, and I had several tears - Grrrrrr!); another gloss coat; slather and then wipe-off a load of 
Flory Models Dark Dirt weathering wash to bring out the panel lines; and then attach the 
undercarriage plus all the last-minute delicate antennas, rear-view mirrors, and other easily-breakable 
tiny sticky-outy things.  Then spray the final matt-coat with my favourite Vallejo Acrylic Matt Varnish 
(I swear by this stuff); add the wire antenna with E-Z-Line; remove the windows masks and it was 
done!  As of this writing, I have yet to make a base for it, but hopefully I can get that done in time for 
the club meeting on Wednesday. 
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KIT REVIEW:SOVIET MEDIUM TANK T-55 MOD. 1963 INTERIOR KIT 
MINIART - NR. 37018 - 1:35 
CARL THURSTON SR 

 It has been a long time since my last 
article, but I am still in there doing 
figures, small dioramas, and the 
occasional model. 

I am sending this on to you in case 
there is a tank modeller in your group 
that likes good armour models, in case 
no one has heard about it.  

Last Friday I bought the Mini Art 1/35th 
T-55 tank model. I came across it while 
looking for some diorama accessories 
on their site. 

It is the kind of tank kit that I like, lots of interior detail; in fact a complete interior. The first thing you 
notice is the size of the box, it is huge, big HUGE. The next thing is that the box is full to capacity. 

The instruction sheet is on the bottom. I got it out by turning the box upside down, taking out the 
bottom part, getting the booklet, and then putting the bottom back in the top. 

The construction booklet is 29 pages long. All of the decal options are in full colour on the front and 
back few pages. There are 2 pages, pages 3 and 4, of parts diagrams. Page 4 is a shocker. There are 
multiples of many of the sprues, as many as 10 in one case. There are also lots of unused parts noted. 

There are a total of 1091 plastic parts, 167 etch-brass parts, 26 clear parts in all. Here in the states it 
cost $77.00. A hefty price in one way. BUT IF TAMIYA were to make this kit it would easily go for 5 
times as much. The etch-brass alone from Eduard would come to at least $30.00. 
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In my humble opinion this is a MUSEUM QUALITY MODEL AT A BARGAIN PRICE. I made up MENG'S 
A7V a while back, and fully enjoyed it and I truly expect to enjoy this model too. 

I looked up the Tamiya model of the T-55. An in box review video. While it is typical Tamiya quality, 
It is pathetic in comparison to this model. You make this model from the ground up. I cannot stress 
it enough. 

 

These 3 pictures are of the box and contents of 
the T55 model. My 6 inch steel ruler is across the 
T55 title. The box is about 4 inches deep x 17 
inches long x 11 inches wide. The parts are all in 
one large clear bag. When you open that bag 
there are 3 more clear bags of parts. The line of 
sprues on edge is one bag, under the remaining 
bag is another one. The etch brass is in the white 
square. 

  

REFERENCE  

There are a couple of pointers I think might help anyone interested in the T-55 model. There are in 
box video reviews that are easy to find. The best all round site for information on it, is n the Scalemates 
site. There are several good text reviews options, and the one really good piece of information in one 
place. a PDF format copy of the whole 29 page instruction booklet, colour and all.  (FYI; that booklet 
is about as long as your monthly magazine. 

https://www.scalemates.com/products/img/7/2/2/1103722-65-instructions.pdf 

I decided this morning to build the motor over the weekend. It is complete on two sprues, with 5 parts 
not used. There are a lot of parts for the motor, some of them quite small. I am planning on doing a 
photo essay while building this model for my group of modelling friends. 

This is more of an alert to your folks than a review. There are several text reviews for this kit on the 
SCALEMATES SITE, 2 by IPMS, @ by Perth military, & others. They are all far better than anything that 
can do.  

 

  

https://www.scalemates.com/products/img/7/2/2/1103722-65-instructions.pdf
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TAMIYA 1/32 DE HAVILLAND MOSQUITO FB MK. VI 
TONY ADAMS 

I have been itching to make this model ever since 
I got my hands on it when it came out a couple of 
years ago ( at the time, for less than £100 , they 
are now retailing for close to £200). I have been 
collecting after-market, however for due to the 
size of the potential project it has not quite made 
it onto my modelling bench.  

tŀǳƭ !ŘŀƳǎΩ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мκпу Ƴƻǎǉǳƛǘo 
prompted me to consider the build but it was our 
plans to display mosquitos at Telford that finally 

pushed to the top of the list.  

The model is superbly presented, the very large box is loaded with sprues, a very detailed set of 
assembly and painting instructions , reference information and a large decal sheet. The kit itself is 
loaded with features including a detailed weapon bay with 500-pound bombs and 20mm cannons. 
Wafer-thin cowlings attached with small magnets cover the complete Merlin engines (it has optional 
ŎƭŜŀǊ Ŏƻǿƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎύΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ ¢ŜƭŦƻǊŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ L ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴ 9ŘǳŀǊŘ 
Merlin set , he took the port engine so I will be super detailing the Starboard one. 

  

Some of the after-market stuff I had collected, which includes, 
Eduard Big Etch, Barracuda Ammo shoots, brass gun barrels, 

paint masks, seatbelts and decals. 

Parts for the Eduard Merlin 
 
 

 

My current plan is to model the aircraft shown 
left, a maritime strike mosquito based at Banff in 
Scotland during 1945. This would be a late edition 
MkVI with wing mounted rockets. There are no 
1/32 decals available for this aircraft so I will need 
to make my own or use masks, should be 
interestingΧ  

 

 

  




















