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DECEMBER 2018 / JANUARY 2019 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our December/January 2018/19 issue of the magazine. 

As this yearΩs club activities are about to come to a close, I normally take time here to reflect on what 
we have achieved as a club and look forward to next year. 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻƴǎǘƻǇΣ 
month on month. Our year started with a visit to Bovington for the spring show in February. Our show 
year ended just a few weeks back in late November with a display at Bugle Call. In between them, we 
attended 10 other shows, and with our own that made 13! We also managed to display at the RAF100 
event in Braishfield. The shows are a great opportunity to demonstrate the skilful modellers we have 
in the club and the commitment many of you have to the hobby. I wonder just how many different 
ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǿŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚ LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻōōȅ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ 
Our third model show in July was a success once more and despite some tough moments, we made a 
profit again, with a good portion of this going to charity, and more importantly, secured our place I 
believe in the show calendar. Next year of course we are going in with both feet with a move to 
Crosfield Hall. Based on the responǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŎƭǳōǎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
be another great day for us. 

I was thrilled that we also got together outside of the meeting nights and visited some museums, 
Goodwood (I know, not officially, but I have to include Duncan and Steve E somehow!), and of course 
some club members paid another visit to France and Belgium. I particularly enjoyed the cinema trip, 
the de Havilland museum and our short visit to Hendon. You all know how well the Smoking Boots 
tour went, so need to add anything further. The social side of our club has become more important 
over the years, especially as many of us are getting older, and we see strong friendships developing in 
the group. We are fortunate to have such a great membership that allows us to do this.  
Back at the club nights I would like to thank Luke and Malcolm for providing ad-hoc demo sessions, 
helping many of our guys with painting tips, groundwork ideas and techniques. They also contributed 
significantly to the Tiger 131 group build. If tƛƳŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƳƻǎ ƛƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
appears to be a need for it. Rigging demo anyone? 

Our competitions have provided some superb modelling for us to judge. The vintage contest allowed 
many to clear some old kits from the stash and for some to increases theirs ready for the next one! 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
entries despite running for 18 years. Our annual competition however, has seen a downturn in entries 
this year, 33 is the lowest for many years. I think some of this is memberΩs circumstances, perhaps a 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ όLΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ 
#onthetables?) in their work, and perhaps some have been good enough not to enter so as to give 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΗ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ 
ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅ ŎƘŀǇǎΗ 

Thanks go to the support that both Tony and I receive from the committee members this year, those 
that have helped out with the show and to those that also contribute to the club as a whole on a 
fortnightly basis. LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŦƻǊ 
this magazine, we are indebted to you all.  
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Please ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǿΦ LΩƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-earned rest 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ нлмф ǎƻƻƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ нлмфΦ 
 

Paul 

Club President 

 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up ς see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

CHRISTMAS MEETING 

The format of the December meeting is a little different from a normal night. Firstly there is no 
ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΦ  {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻƻΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƻΦ LǘΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴity to see exactly 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΧƳŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƴΗ 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ǎƴŀŎƪ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ό/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
confectionary and savoury nibbles are more than welcome) and to the raffle table by providing more 
snacks, drink or modelling related items you may have. Best bring a little cash with you too then as 
you never know what you may win! 

A reminder to everybody who entered a model in the annual competition, to please bring the model 
along with you, otherwise if you are a category winner you will not be able to take part in the best in 
show award. 

CHRISTMAS DRINKS NIGHT 

¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Christmas drinks evening will take place on Friday 28th December from 8:00pm 
at the Potters Heron Hotel,  Ampfield. All are welcome.  

AIRFIX COMPETITION 17TH JULY 2019 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Facebook group whether 
another Airfix contest should be run next year, or perhaps we should give the vintage competition 
another go. Overwhelmingly the vote was in favour of the Airfix contest, so we shall run that on the 
date mentioned above. With some very nice kits around including several excellent new releases, it 
should be another great competition night.  

 

NEW FACEBOOK GROUP PHOTO 

We have a new group photo taken at SMW 18 on our Facebook page. 
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BUGLE CALL 2018 SHOW REPORT  
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

Bugle Call traditionally marks the end of the show season for Romsey Modellers. Originally this show 
was generally orientated towards the figure modellers, however, over recent years it has evolved into 
a show encompassing all genres of the hobby. 

This year with no major road closures to contend with myself and Luke Hayes arrived at the show 
venue located to the south west of Bristol just after 9am to meet up with Keith Hawkins.  We quickly 
had the 12-Ŧƻƻǘ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀǎΣ Ƴȅ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀǎκ ŀǊƳƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ eclectic mix of 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǿΦ hǳǊ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ LƎƻǊΩǎ /ǊŀȊȅ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ 9ŘŜƴ 
and Lee Gilbert manning that table. 

 

Table set up with Avon IPMS deep in conversation behind. 

Approximately 25 clubs and 8 traders were in attendance, so there was plenty to see on the tables 
and stands. The show opened at 10 am, although I would describe general public attendance over the 
day as low, plenty of interest was shown by visitors and club members alike on the models we had on 
ǎƘƻǿΦ !ǎ ŜǾŜǊΣ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ²ƻƻƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ  

With three of us in attendance, we could easily split the table duties with wandering around tables 
and trade stands. Luke picked up an IBG German recovery truck for a forthcoming project and I 
managed to pick up a World War 1 figure set that I plan to mount on a piece of shrapnel I recovered 
on the club trip to the Somme. 

What I particularly like about this show is the nice relaxed atmosphere which has been a feature of 
the last 3 shows I have attended. Just before the show closure of time of 4, the best show table was 
announced which was awarded to Stoke on Trent IPMS.  With the show closing formalities over it was 
a quick pack up and off into the gathering gloom for the trip back to the South coast. On the journey 
back, we decided to stop at The Crown in Devizes for an excellent Sunday roast, a great way to end an 
ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŘŀȅΦ bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ нпth November. Below some 
pictures from the show. 
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Jadgpanzer SPG, Torbay Military Modelling Society. 

 

Delightful Sea Fury. Dartmoor IPMS. 
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Figures by Kevin Peart. 
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More excellent figures. 

  



The Romsey Modeller - December 2018 / January 2019 

 
 

9 

KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS    
BY GRAY SHARPLING 

5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƭȅΚ  L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L Ǝƻǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
for our noble magazine about our 2017 pilgrimage to Scale Model World in Telford.  I guess my literary 
ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΚ  
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέΧΚ 

November 2018 has been a very expensive period for me already this year.  Not from spending at 
Telford so much, although I did spend more this year than I have for many years previously.  No, it was 
Ƴȅ ōƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŎŀǊΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿas forced to buy a new 
battery off the AA - not the cheapest way to do it - and this year in the week immediately before Scale 
Model World, the darned thing decided that it needed a new rear differential.  I can think of more 
enjoyable ways to blow £800!  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻƻ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ млоΣллл ƳƛƭŜǎ 
now, but I suspect it is time to starting thinking a little more seriously about replacing the car in the 
next year or two, move into the 21st century and wave the ancient technology of ICE goodbye? 

Anyway, enough of my troubles: on with the show!  (haha - see what I did there?) 

 TELFORD TWENTY-EIGHTEEN 

FRIDAY 

This was my seventh time (yikes - that many?!) visiting the epic that is the Scale Model World show, 
and my third time staying for the whole weekend, rather than just making it a day-ǘǊƛǇΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ-
well-rehearsed routine now-a-days and so, as usual, since it has a big boot, my car was used as the 
άōǳƭƪ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘŜǊέΦ  ¢ƻƴȅΣ tŀǳƭΣ {Ŝŀƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀƭƭ ƳŜǘ ŀǘ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ фΥллŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ 
bacon roll kindly supplied by Sean, we loaded the cars and set off.  After a quick stop at the Ampfield 
Village Hall to collect more stuff for my boot, we headed north up the M3, A34, M40 et al, with my 
new diff purring silently rather than roaring as it had been doing in the previous couple of weeks.  
¢ƻƴȅΣ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŎŀǊ όŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳō ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŀƳ 
sure); me and my audiobook (that I could actually hear now) were in mine.  Tony must have made a 
pit-stop soon after leaving Ampfield, as I was almost sure I saw him drive past me at speed a few miles 
up the A34, quickly dwindling to a dot in the distance - I swear he drives wearing lead shoes like a late-
19th century diver.  About three hours later I arrived at the Holiday Inn in Telford, only to find that I 
was the first to arrive!  After a few 
minutes Dave joined me, having driven-
up separately, but it was nearly 30 
minutes before Paul, Sean and Tony 
turned-up, having made two pit-stops, 
one scheduled, one un-scheduled 
όǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ ¢ƻƴȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
large coffee at pit-stop number one!).  I 
had at least had the fore-thought to 
phone them en-route for their 
preferences, and so I had the pints 
lined-up waiting in readiness for their 
arrival.  No sooner had we sat down in 
the quickly-filling hotel bar than Mark 
also arrived.  Now quorate, we just had to wait for the hotel to let us check-in to our rooms. 

Unlike last year when we somehow all managed to get set-up crew wristbands, this year we were 
again limited to just four, similar to 2016.  I did however manage to get a normal IPMS entry-wristband 
for Saturday and Sunday, so I would hopefully not need to queue in the morning. 
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After queueing for 20 minutes, along with a load of ǘǊŀŘŜǊΩǎ ǾŀƴǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ 
near the roller-ǎƘǳǘǘŜǊ ŘƻƻǊǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƻǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǎƻ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀǎ L ǿŜƴǘ 
back-ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŜƳǇǘȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀƭƭ 
tŀƭƪŜŘ άǘŀōƭŜ ŦŜƴƎ-ǎƘǳƛέΦ  aȅ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ мсΥллΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
official team carry on without me, as my back was complaining loudly ς a couple of those boxes were 
really heavy!  So I went back to my room in the Holiday Inn to relax, rest my back, make a start on this 
write-up, and watch a blu-ray on my laptop before we all met again in the hotel 
ƭƻōōȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇϝϝϝƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌŀƛƴ ό{ŜŀƴΩǎ ǘƛƴȅ 
umbrella causing great hilarity), so we took the closest restaurant we could find: 
WildWood.  The food was good, but the service was diabolical ς we waited nearly 
an hour between the starters plates being cleared and the mains turning up.  The 
ǉǳƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ όL ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊ ōȅ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǘhem) was:  
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŀǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ CƭƻǊȅ aƻŘŜƭǎ ǎŜƭƭΚέ    ғғŎƻǳƎƘҔҔ 

  
Sean says he only borrowed his 

umbrella ς ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
story. 

Friday evening meal in WildWood. 
L-R: Sarah, Dave, Mark, Sean, Duncan, Paul, and Tony. 

Big ǇŀǎǘƛŜǎ όǎƻǊǊȅΣ ά/ŀƭȊƻƴŜέύ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƎŜΧ 

SATURDAY 

Wanting to skip lunch, I luxuriated in a slap-up full-English breakfast - although disappointingly there 
was no black pudding, nor fried bread, on offer (Holiday Inn chain, are you listening?).  I already had a 
wristband for the day, collected Friday afternoon, so I assumed I could smugly skip straight past the 
queues and be on the table only minutes after the doors opened at 9:00am.  Oh how wrong I was! 

The queuing system was an absolute shambles!  When I turned up at about 8:40, the queue - for IPMS 
members, regardless of whether you had a wristband already - was already out the door, out the car-
park entrance, and then doubled-back into the car park again.  Even after the doors opened at 9:00am 
for IPMS members, I spent the first 15 minutes walking slowly away from the International Centre, 
before the queue and I rounded the corner at the top of the car-park to start heading towards the 
centre again.  The complaints on the queue-organisation were many and vocal, I can tell you!  It was 
almost 9:30 before I got to the Romsey table ς I do not consider a measly extra 30-minutes of show-
time worth the IPMS membership fee. 
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The Romsey table ready to go. 

So what was new on the Airfix stand this year?  After filling-out my form to give my usual suggestions 
for future new-tool kits (that Airfix will studiously ignore), I admired the sprue-shots and test-builds 
of the up-coming and recent releases.  In the weeks prior to the show Airfix had already announced 
three new-ǘƻƻƭ ƪƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ нлмф ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ !ƛǊŦƛȄΩǎ ǇǊŜŘƛƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ мκтнnd, were surprisingly all in 1/48th 
scale:  A Bristol Blenheim Mk.I; a Hawker Hunter F.6; and a Spitfire Mk.XIV with the Griffon engine.  
Coincidentally in recent weeks, Tamiya had also released a brand new-tool 1/48th Spitfire Mk.I, which 
ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎŜƳΤ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΦ  
¢ŀƳƛȅŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ мκпуth Spitfire dated from мффоΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άTHE 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜέ мκпуth Ψ{ǇƛǘΦ  L ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ нлмм όǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ - see the July 2011 issue of The Romsey 
aƻŘŜƭƭŜǊύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǎƘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀƪŜέ ƪƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ  {ƻ let the 
battle of the new 1/48th {ǇƛǘŦƛǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜΗ  wƛŎƘŀǊŘΣ ¢ƻƴȅΣ {ŜŀƴΣ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΦ 

This year, I made a special effort to make it to the official Airfix 2019 announcements presentation at 
11:00am, which I had missed for the past couple of years.  After all the 1/48th announcements we 
already knew about (which personally is the aircraft-ǎŎŀƭŜ L ǇǊŜŦŜǊύΣ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘέ ǿŀǎ 
either wonderful, or a complete let-down, depending on your modelling preferences ς either subject 
or scale.  For me personally, it was the latter, as the subject is not one that interests me at all, and the 
scale is far too big for me.  But that is me, and for many, this may be very pleasing I am sure.  It was, 
drum-roll please, a 1/24th Grumman F6 Hellcat.  Airfix said it would be available around April/May-ish 
2019 - ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ !ƛǊŦƛȄΩǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
me wrong, the kit itself looks to be even more detailed than the 1/24th Typhoon, and I am sure the fit 
etc will be great.  But for those of us hoping for something extra-special in 1/48th (Avro Vulcan?!), it 
ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ  L ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ άaŀǊƳƛǘŜέ ƪƛǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪΚ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ aŀǊƳƛǘŜ ŦŀƴΧ 

  
Guarding the display case containing  

ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘέϰ 
Darrel Burge making the announcement on a tannoy 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀǇŜǘΧ 
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²ƛƴƎƴǳǘ ²ƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƻƻΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘŜǎǘ-shots of their 
newly announced 1/32nd Lancaster, which looks like it knocks spots off the coincidentally recently 
released Hong Kong models version of the same subject and scale, but they also announced a new 
Handley Page 0/400 WWI bomber, which is almost as big as the Lancaster!  The Lancaster and HP are 
both due out at the end of 2019, and in 2020, WNW are releasing separate Lancaster nose-sections 
on special display stands, so modellers can do different nose-art type displays etc. 
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HP 0/400 test shot next to the Lanc for size comparison. 

I always get my biggest pleasure at the show from looking at all the models on display by the various 
Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ {LDǎΦ  {ƻ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

  
Helicopters SIG Northrop XB-35 ς Merseyside 
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Stoke on Trent 

  
British Bulldogs Kitmakers 

  
Staffordshire Moorlands Bolton 

  
Bolton Bolton 

  
Bridlington & Wolds Bridlington & Wolds 
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Farnborough  

  
Clacton East Hinkjey 

  
Huge 1/72nd scale USS Arizona ς US Navy SIG 

  
Cleveland Cleveland 
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Mid-Sussex 

  
Edinburgh 

  
London Dartmoor 

  
Movie & TV SIG 

5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΧ 
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I always like it when people show a little sense of ƘǳƳƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜΧ 

  
¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǎŀȅǎΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ 

end of the stick as to what the Splash SIG is all 
ŀōƻǳǘΧέ 

Grumman TBM Avenger 
Flight 19 Bermuda Triangle 5th December 1945 

 

The show closed at 18:00, and we had a table booked for 19:15 in the restaurant of the Holiday Inn 
for the evening meal. 

 

SUNDAY 

¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ς except no queues.  Or almost none.  
Another full-English (still no black pudding, harrumph!), and after checking-out of the hotel I went to 
join the queue for members to get in, only to find there was almost no queue whatsoever.  This was 
the first time I really noticed the huge difference between the Saturday and Sunday attendance.  So I 
wasnΩǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳǎŜȅ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

I was in the competition area when, at 11:00am, a bugler sounded The Last Post and the all halls fell 
eerily silent for the full two minutes.  If there is one thing you can say about modellers, disparate as 
we all are, we do know how to show respect.  Very touching.  I had deliberately left my perusal of the 
competition area until the Sunday morning, so I could see who had won what.  As usual, I found many 
entries so good as to almost put me ofŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻōōȅΗ  άΧLΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ 
Řƻ L ōƻǘƘŜǊΧέ 

 

  
¢ƘŜ Lta{Ωǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ς but I THINK this was the overall show-winner. 

{ƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƳŜ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜΧ 
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This was a sort-of 3D-picture/model -clever idea.  

  
 Not sure where the girl was meant to actually sit? 
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